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Kevin 
Maxwell 
hid £32m 
pension 
switch 


e oblivion 


r. .. 


STEVE BOGGAN 

Chief Reporter 

Kevin Maxwell concealed a 
£3 2m share transfer from Mir- 
ror Group pension fund officials 
which was later used to raise a 
£22.5m loan for a private 
Maxwell company. 

Inquiries by The Indepen- 
dent Y\zve established that Kevin 
was instrumental in transferring 
the shares away from the pen- 
sion funds, but he failed to (elf 
fund administrators for more 
than 13 months that the shares 
had gone.- It was not until 
Robert Maxwell died that the 
men running (he funds found 
out that theshares had been re- 
moved, and they have still not 
been recovered." 

Details of the transaction 
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were not put before the jury that 
cleared Kevin, his brother, lan, 
and i heir associate, Larry Tra- 
chtenberg, last' January. The 
shares are the subject of lit- 

igation in the Frendrcourts. 

Sources involved in running 
the pension funds-?-.who say 
they feel deceived by Kevin - 
are understood to be disap- 
pointed that the Serious Ffcaad 
Office did not indude details of 
his role in the affair in the in- 
dictments against him.-. •’ 

Our inquiries have estab- 
lished that Kevin told neither 
the group pension funds man- 
ager. Ttevor Cook, the pensions 
investment administration man- 
ager, Harold Abrahart, nor the 
pensions department financial 
controller, Jeff Highfield, that 
the. stock had been removed, 
and pledged as collateral 
a gainst a £22L5m loan to Head- 
in gton Holding one of Robert 
Maxwell's private companies. 

AH three -men believed the 
2 ,228, 479 shares in a French in- 
vestment trust, Paris-based Ea- 
rs, had remained in the funds 
portfolio. ' 

-He hadfotsof opportunities 

to tell us that the shares were 
gone, but he said nothing, 
month after month,” said a 
former senior pension fund 
source. ‘"Each month, a sched- 


ule of our shares was produced 
with the Euris stock still on the 
list. He blew they were no 
longer there, but didn't tell us. 

“There were also at least 
three formal meetings of 
trustees when the misleading 
schedule was produced, but he 
said nothing. Finally, when 
Robert died, we were left be- 
lieving we held these shares for 
the pensioners when, in fact , 
they had been pledged to a bank 
more than a year earlier.' 

The disclosures coincide with 
concerns voiced last week by 
George Staple, director of the. 
SFO, over the “emasculation” 
of prosecutors in large fraud 
cases. A Court of Appeal rul- 
ing in the Bine Arrow case re- 
quired the prosecution to pare 
down indictments into sets of 
easily understandable cases. 
However, when dealing with 
-Kevin --MaxweH, Mr Justice 
Buckley said it should be “un- 
osnaT for a second trial to 
takepJace. 

“The position now,” said 
Mr Staple, “is that in the most 
complex fraud cases, the in- 
dictmenV already reduced to 
the hare minimum, will be 
split up to produce a series of 
manageable trials. But it i ‘ 
unlikely that a second 
will ever take place-” 

The man in charge of record- 
ing the movements of shares to 
and from the Maxwell j 
funds was Harold Abrai 
drew up a monthly schedule of 
shares m the funds’ possession. 
For 13 months before Robert 
Maxwell died, his schedule 
showed that the Euris shares 
were still held by the pension 
funds - because no one told him 
they had been removed. 

Mr Abrahart said: “I should 
have been told about any sales 
or transfers' of shares fromtbe 
pension schemes to anybody, be 
it to anothercompany in-house, 
or to astpckbrpker.ui order to 
enable me' to keep track, of 
which shares we stfll owned.'’" 
Asked if he believed Kevin 
Maxwell ought to have iold 
Edm. the shares had been trans- 
ferred, he replied: ‘Absotately”. 

it is not known to whas extent 
Kevin kept other trustees in- 
formed. These included his fa- 
ther, Robert, and brother, lan. 

- Kevin Maxwell was asked to 
comment via his solicitors, but 
no ra^wasfortbeaming. How- 
ever, Keith OHver, Peters and 
Peters said: .** Given that Mr 
Maxwell's conduct in tire course 
of his directorship of Btshops- 
gate Investment Management 
Lid and. the Maxwell private 

companies was examined in the : 
crim i na l trial, it seems to me nn- 
fair and. inappropriate for you 
to be conducting-some sort of 
trial t»y newspaper” 

Bagfle pyramid, page 2 



Red for danger: 


NICHOLAS SCHOON ; 

Enwonment Correspondent - 

A quarter of the worid’s mammal 
speoesare threatened with estmcocra; 
according to an exhaustive analysis Of 
the state of the planet's armnaflffe. • 
The latest Red List from the IUGN, 
the World Conservation Union, jub- 
lished this week says 911 animal 
species are critically endangered - 
meaning they are in real danger of ex- 
tinction withm a few yeais. Tbey range 

frnm nrnmmak lilfethft Sih wrian tiger 

to tiny insects and fish. 

The total number of recorded ex- 


Mpeetea enfrw new Redltet-ptfb&shed this week 


fractions among both plants and ani- 
mals over the past 400 years is put at 
1,265 species. But scientists agree 
many more were wiped out by hu- 
manity before they were even discov- 
ered and described. The prime <anses 
■ of the extractions are destruction of 
normal to create farmlan d and 

provide timber, hunting, collection for 
the pet trade and pollution. . 

In its 1994 Red List the IUCN, an 
international grouping of wAmtaiy and 
government conservation bodies, 
judged 18 per cent of mammal species 
to be threatened -Lbeir population had 
fallen sharply and there was at least 


some danger of extinction. That was 
based on incomplete information. 
Since then the mammals have joined 
the more numerous birds to become 
the only two classes of animal for which 
full assess m ents of conservation status 
has been done. 

For birds, the threatened proportion 
is put at 11 percent. 

“We've now got a much fuller, 
more objective,” said Georgina Mace 
of the Institute of Zoology in London, 
who helped produce the new list. 
“The most ggnififant finding is that 25 
percent of mammals are threatened.” 

But she judged freshwater species 


of fish, reptile and amphibian around 
the world to be most endangered. 

The Red List divides threatened 
species into three categories- critically 
endangered, endangered and vulner- 
able - based on population decline, 
scarcity and distribution. For mammals 
tire respective numbers are 169 species, 
315 and 612, and the percentages are 
4, 7 and 14. 

The number of individual animals 
left in the wild is a few hundred or, at 
most, a few thousand. The vaquha, a 
porpoise found in Mexico's Gulf of Cal- 
ifornia, fa down to just 96 individuals. 
In Brazil there is just one male Spix's 


Photo montage: Jonathan Anstee 


macaw left in the wild - about 30 are 
m captivity. 

Later this year the Cambridge- 
based World Conservation Monitor- 
ing Centre, whidi did much of the work 
on the Red List. w31 produce a list of 
threatened plants. Published with the 
Royal Botanic Gardens, Edinburgh, it 
will show that 33,730 higher plant 
species, 13 per cent of all that arc 
known, arc threatened. 

'‘Going, Going, Gone ”, an Indepen- 
dent IWorid W Ic/c Fund for Nature book 
on Britain’s threatened wildlife, written 
by Nicholas Schoon, is published by 
Bookman Publishers next month. 


Labour peeress forced 
out in Greer scandal 


ptiKR victor 

The controversy over pay- 
ments to MPs claimed anoth- 
er political victim last night 
when Labour front-bencher 
Baroness Tuner of Camden, 
the "party's employment 
tin tire Lords, was 
to resign. 

She was asked to resign 
after the party became aware 
She had given a televirion in- 
terview in which she defend- 
ed the lobbyist at the centre of 
the cash for questions con- 
troversy, Ian Greer. 

Lady Tuner, a director of 
Ian Greer Associ ates, ag reed 
*il would be in appropria te” to 
remain on the front bench af- 
ter giving the interview to 
Channel 4. .■ 

Her resignation was an- 
nounced fay the Labour Party 


before the interview was 
broadcast. 

Interviewed about Mr 
Greer's decision to abandon 
his libel case against the 
Guardian , Lady Tuner said: 
“It is always a lottery to enter 
into litigation but 1 did firm- 
ly believe, and I still firmly 
believe, m the innocesce of Ian . 
Greer and I will continue to 
support him while I believe 
that" . 

She saw no reason why she . 
should not be a front bench 
spokesperson while also being 
a director of Mr Greer's com- 
pany, one of the most promi- 
nent parliamentary lobbying 
groups. 

Lady TUrner said Mr Greer 
was “absolutely in the clear. 1 
have no intention of resigning 
because to do so would look 
as though I believed some- 


thing in the allegations and I 
don’t 

“I am quite certain Ian has 
behaved completely hon- 
ourably throughout 

“My position is absolutely 
clear: while I continue to be- 
lieve in his innocence I shall 
continue to support him and 
I shall continue to remain a 
member." 

She defended Mr Greer’s 
payment of £10.000 to Mr 
Hamilton for business intro- 
ductions the MP made. 

“It is quite a standard com- 
mercial practice to pay 
commission to people who in- 
troduce business to you,” she 
said. 

Asked if she thought she 
should remain as a front bench 
Labour spokesman she said 
that was a matter for the 
Labour leadership, although 
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Silent but deadly 

Every member of the SAS and 
SBS is to sign a persoaal con- 
tract undertmdngnever to pub* 
Ifah details of their unit ana now 
they do their work. Paggo 

Fares hopes .sink 

The bonanza of cheap cross- 
cSannel fares is unlikelyto be 
repeated following yestwd^s 
merger announcement by the 

momamfonyqpenito^P&O 

and Siena. psge ° 

Watercolour triumph 

the Thte Gallery has acquired 
a£5m watercolour cottection, 

said to be one 9^ e j£-!!K ; 
hificanl collections of British 
works to have remained jnpn- 
vate hands.. 7 


PAOtVAUBY 

The degree of ferocity and bit-, 
temess which surrounded the 
divorce - .of the Prince and 
Princess Wiles -and the exienl- 
to which constitutional consid- 
erations vied with personal ac- 
rimony - » revealed m Ibe 

torian^Ben Pimlott. 

A deep anger lay behindthe 
Queen’s decision the end of 
1905 to take control of the sit- 
uation as her son and tbngfater- 
in-law moved slowty and 
publicly towards divorcfc : 

Prompted by the PJrmcess of 
Giles’s interview on BBCl’s 

panorama a month before the 


Monarch, PSmlott reveals, was 
determined not toietfaerdaugfc- 
. ter-fo-law have die last word. . 

“After the Panorama iorer- 
view she consulted'thc Prime 
Minster , the Archbishop of 
Canterbury andiaiior House- 
hold s taffi” he writes. ^Ihenriie 
made a pre-emptive strike - 
writing leaexs foboth the Prince 
and Princess pronouncing, with 

her husband's support, thatan 
early divorce was desirable." 

The Queen was scornful of 
Diana’s unreliability and dfa- 
dajpfiil nf die buEraia which was 
one of the mossy psychological 
ailments of the Princess- . 

“The tone of the letters was 
more measured than she feft,” 


reveals an extract from the 
book published in The Inde- 
pendent today. *According to 
me dose source, they came out 
of a deep exasperation, and of 
a desireto state her position in 
incontrbvertibleprose because 
... ‘bulimics re-write history in 
24 hours’.” 

Pmdott’s account is bared 
on confidential interviews with 
the Queen's dosest friends and 
most senior advisers, including 
Princess Margaret. The book 
flko reveals that the Queen was 
aware before the wedding of 
Charles and Diana -"because 
a courtier had felt bound to tell 
her"- of Charles's relationship 
with Camilla Parker Bowles." 


Pimlott says, "The knowl- 
edge of this prospectless liaison, 
and die desire that he should 
put it behind him" may have en- 
couraged in the Queen hopes 
that Charles's friendship with 


been a courtier fra:. 20 years, 
would lead to a marriage. 

"The result was a fateful col- 
lusion, which drew the zoyaOy- 
conneded adolescent and the 
Prince into a marriage of con- 
venience that was disguised to 
everybody, including them- 
selves, -as a love match ...The 
Queen played apart in the col- 
lusion. In the autumn of 1980, 
she asked Diana, to Balmoral, 
family in crisis, page IS 


she saw no reason why she 
should not. 

The party leadership ap- 
parently did not agree with 
Lady TUrner and within hours 
the Labour Party's leader in 
the Lords, Lord Richard, 
issued a statement announcing 
her resignation. 

“There fa no suggestion that 
she has acted improperly in 
her capacity as a director of his 
company,” Lord Richard said. 

He added that he accept- 
ed that Lady Turner was 
speaking in a personal 
capacity. 

“However, after dis- 
cussing the matter with her, 
she has agreed it would be 
inappropriate for her to re- 
main as Labour’s front 
bench spokesperson on em- 
ployment and is therefore 
stepping down.” 
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news 

Blast 

closes 

Severn 

bridges 

STEVE BOGGAN and 
NICHOLAS SCHOON 


Claims by environmentalists 
that a deadly gas widely used 
during the First World War 
was released in a huge chemi- 
cal plant explosion were denied 
last night by the plant's owners. 

Albright & Wflsxi insisted dial 
a cloud released over Avon- 
mouih and Gloucester contained 
no phosgene. Greenpeace had 
claimed that the gas had been 
misted with two other chemicals 
during the inferno. 

Both Sev ern estuary crossings 
and the M49, M4J5 and parts of 
the M4 were dosed yesterday as 
chemical fallout drifted north 
east from Avonmouth. Tens of 
thousands of householdc is were 
warned to slay indoors. Avon fire 
brigade later said the gas would 
cause only minor irritation. 

The alert began at 10.30am 
with a large explosion at the 
plant. Five workers and six fire- 
fighters were taken to hospital 
with minor injuries. About 100 
firefighters look two hours to 
bring the blaze under control. 
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Clouds of chaos: Flre rages"at ^e chemical plant In Avonmouth yestorday ca using widespread disruption Photograph: Christopher Jones 


Murder of boy, 6, 
linked to occult 


JOJO MOVES 

The mother of Rildd Neave. the 
six year old boy found strangled 
in 1994. would often lift him up 
by his throat and had repeatedly 
threatened to kill him, a court 
was told yesterday. 

The opening day of the trial 
of Ruth Neave. 28, also heard 
that she had a fascination with 
murder and the occult, used her 
son as a drugs courier and of- 
ten left him to fend for himself. 

Almost two years ago the 
child's body was found laid in 
a “very distinctive" position 
close to his home on the 
Welland Estate, Peterborough, 


18 hours after his mother re- 
ported him missing. James 
Hunt QC. for the prosecution, 
told the jury at Northampton 
Crown Court. 

“He had been asphyxiated - 
strangled. He was killed hy 
having his own clothing pulled 
up, twisted around his'neck in 
such a wav that the upper from 
his anorak left its impression in 
his neck." Mr Hunt said. 

The position of Riklti s naked 
body on the ground was a clear 
sign of involvement with black 
magic. The pathologist who ex- 
amined the body could find no 
sign of sexual assault. 

The trial continues today. 


Major hands over all 
papers in libel case 


PATRICIA WYNN DAVIES 

Legal Affairs Editor 

The parliamentary watchdog in- 
vestigating the cash-for-ques- 
tioos allegations against the Tory 
MP Nefl Hamilton will be giv- 
en full access to all government 
papers in the former trade min- 
ister's abandoned libel action. 

John Major has written to Sir 
Gordon Downey, the Commis- 
sioner for Parliamentary Stan- 
dards. saying that it would be in 
the general interest for his in- 
vestigation to be carried out “as 
swiftly as possible" and 
promised to make available all 
relevant documents. He could 
inspect all the papers the Gov- 
ernment provided to the court. 

Sir Gordon meanwhile wrote 
yesterday to Mohammed al- 
Fayed. the Hatreds’ boss af 
the centre of the allegations, 
asking him to specify them and 
to provide supporting evidence. 

The government documents 
at Sir Gordon's disposal will in- 
clude the minute drawn up by 
the Cabinet Secretary. Sir 
Robin Butler, of a telephone 
conversation in which Michael 
Heseltine. the Deputy Prime 
Minister, asked Mr Hamilton 
whether he had a financial re- 
lationship with the parliamen- 
tary lobbyist Ian Greer, which 
Mr Hamilton denied. 




Object of the exercise: Sir Gordon Downey, left, will have 
full access to official papers on the case of Neil Hamilton 


Mr Hamilton admitted on 
Tuesday that he had received 
sums totalling £10.000 from 
Mr Greer, although he insisted 
they were fees for introducing 
the’ lobbyist to new business. 

Mr Major’s intervention 
came amid further allegations, 
about the MP and his wife 
accepting payments in kind 
from Mr Greer and Hatreds 
vouchers from Mr Fayed. 

Mr Hamilton dismissed 
claims that he had charged 
payments for furniture at the 
Peter Jones department store in 
Chelsea to an account kept by- 
Mr Greer's firm, and that Mr 


Greer had footed the bill for a 
£1.000 painting from a gallery. 

The MP said: “The latest al- 
legations in the Guardian that 
I received gifts, in addition to the 
commission payments which I 
have already announced, arc 
simply another fabrication." 

.Alan Rusbridaer. the editor, 
said papers supplied by Mr 
Greer for the libel action “tell 
the true story of how Mrs 
Hamilton bought furniture on 
Mr Greer’s account and how 
Ian Greer Associates also paid 
for paintings worth almost 
£1.000 as well as plane tickets." 

Mr Fayed said yesterday that 
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‘Investment managers kept 
in the dark over transfer’ 


Women have made lots of advances over the last 
50 years - but not enough. In this week's Radio Times 
Polly Toynbee talks about the battles still to be won. 

itq£mes 

ITS NOT WHAT YOU EXPECT. 


It was on 3 September 1990 - 
one year and two months before 
his father fell overboard from 
his yacht off the Canary Islands 

- that Kevin Maxwell's in- 
volvement in the movement of 
£32m in pension fund shares 
first began. 

The fragile pyramid of lend- 
ing that was to collapse around 
Robert Maxwell’s ears had al- 
ready begun to crack when, as 
a director of Bisbopsgate In- 
vestment Management Ltd 
fBIM). which administered a va- 
riety of Maxwell group pension 
funds. Kevin Maxwell wrote to 
the company secretary of Euris. 
a Paris-based investment trust, 
telling him of the transfer of 
shares to one of Robert Max- 
well's private companies. 

At that point, and for tile fol- 
lowing year, Jean-Marie Gris- 
ard. Euris' company secretary, 
knew more about the ownership 
of the shares than the men ad- 
ministering the pension funds. 

In a letter, personally signed, 
Kevin Maxwell wrote: “Please 
note that the above shares have 
now transferred to our associ- 
ated company, Pergamon Hold- 
ings Ltd. Maxwell House, 
London." 

On the same day. a £22 Jm 
loan was raised for Pergamon 

- later to become Headington 
Holdings Ltd - hy the Banque 
Nationals de Paris and the 
shares were used as security. 
BNP still holds the shares and 
is fighting a court action to keep 
hold of them. 

Before his trial, sources ex- 
amining the loss of the shares 
told 77ie> independent that Kevin 
Maxwell had not informed the 
relevant officials within BIM of 
the movement of the shares. It 


Steve Boggan on the trail of £32m in 
shares from Mirror Group pension fund 

is not known to what extent oth- Asked whether he believed 
er trustees, who included Kevin Maxwell ought to have in- 
Robert and Ian Maxwell, were formed him of the movement of 
kept informed. the shares, he replied: “Ab- 

However, a schedule of solutely. If they were sold, he 
shareholdings was produced should have passed me a copy 
each month for use by officials of the sale agreement between 

'I should have 

Jpfp: k een a ^ ou ^ 

pension schemes 
companies or 

Kevin Maxwell: Bullying Stockbrokers’ 


Kevin Maxwell: Bullying 
father determined actions 

and trustees - but this incor- 
rectiy showed over a 13-month 
period that the Euris shares 
were still in the BIM portfolio. 

Harold Abrahart, the in- 
vestment manager who drew up 
the schedule and who was re- 
sponsible for keeping records of 
shares registered to BIM. said: 
“I should have been told about 
any sales or transfers of shares 
from the pension schemes to 
anybody, be it to another com- 
pany in-house or to a stock- 
broker in order to enable me to 
keep track of which shares we 
still owned. 

"My schedule was passed 
around at the quarterly invest- 
ment committee meetings." 


the two companies, which l 
would then have treated as a 
contract of sale, because that 
would also slate the cash figures 
involved SO that I could add that 
to the amount they owed us. 

"We would not have passed 
away assets of that son of val- 
ue to another company ... with- 
out getting some money back 
for them." 

Asked whether he was aware 
of BIM receiving any money for 
the shares, Mr Abrahart 
replied: “No." 

“If they had been lent to 
Headington. I should have been 
informed that the shares were 
being registered into another 
company’s name, but I wasn't." 


Mr Abrahart was not the 
only official kept in the dark. In- 
quiries by The Independent have 
established that Trevor Cook, 
the group pension fond man- 
ager, and Jeff Highfield. the fi- 
nancial controller of the group 
pensions department, were also 
not told by Mr Maxwell that he 
knew the shares had gone. 

They still appeared on the last 
monthly schedule, dated 31 
October 1991. a week before 
Robert Maxwell died, and are 
now the subject of litigation be- 
tween Neil Cooper of Robson 
Rhodes, the administrator of 
BIM, and Banque Nationalc de 
Paris. Lawyers for Mr Cooper 
are claiming the Euris shares 
were improperly removed from 
BIM and that they, or their val- 
ue in cash, should be returned. 

Kevin Maxwell has always 
said his actions were deter- 
mined by his domineering fa- 
ther. During his court case, he | 
said shares were moved around 
the group in complex stock- 
lending arrangements between ] 
all the Maxwell companies. 

However, if the Euris shares 
had been “lent" to Headington ! 
Holdings, then collateral for I 
them should have been pul up 
by Headington. Mr Abrahart 
and other sources said they 
never saw any such security or 
value accrue to BIM, the pen- 
sion funds' administrator. 

Interest payments and fees 
should have been payable by the 
Maxwell companies “borrow- 
ing” the shares- usually as col- 
lateral against the loans - to 
BIM. The Independent has ob- 
tained invoices and payments 
made within the group’ stock- 
lending programme and Euris 
does not feature in any of them. 


significant shorts 


he wrote to the chairman of the 
now-defunct Select Commit- 
tee on Members' Interests. Sir 
Geoffrey Johnson Smith, on 5 
December 1994, offering to 
give oral evidence and “laying 
before the committee some de- 
tails of my financial dealings 
with Mr Greer, his company and 
Mr Hamilton including the pay- 
ments which Mr Hamilton had 
asked for in cash and Harrods 
gift vouchers on 12 occasions be- 
tween June 1987 and Novem- 
ber 1989”. The investigation was 
transferred to the privileges 
committee, before whom Mr 
Fayed appeared in November. 

Rupert Grey, Mr Hamilton’s 
solicitor, said of the dairos con- 
cerning the Harrods vouchers: 
"Like all the other allegations 
from Mr Fayed, these are with- 
out foundation." 

In the wake of disclosures 
that Mr Greer contributed to 
the election fighting funds of 24 
MPS, 21 of them Tory. Conser- 
vative Party chairman Brian 
Mawhinney wrote to con- 
stituency chairman and agents 
yesterday saying that the party 
did not accept donations if they 
had “strings attached", or if 
there was reason to believe 
they included illegally obtained 
monies, were from foreign gov- 
ernments or royal families or 
from unknown sources. 


Pager firms 
to tighten 
security 

Mobile pager companies arc 
to meet next week to discuss 
urgent security measures 
after the revelation that 
hackers monitored messages 
sent to Labour leader Tony 
I Blair's aides, revealing his 
personal movements. 

Alan Wilkinson, chairman 
of the UK Paging Operators' 
Association, admitted that its 
members discussed in 
January the possibility that 
messages to the country's 
800,000 pagers could be 
intercepted —but did not take 
any extra security measures. 

“We wouldn't advise 
sending explicit messages 
which contain sensitive 
information.” said a 
spokeswoman for Vodnpage. 
which has 200.000 
subscribers. BT the largest 
paging company, insisted that 
customers would be aware 
that the system was not 
completely secure, but added 
that it had had no complaints 
from customers. 

‘Fertility law 
against widow’ 

DB, the widow battling to 
bear a child using, her dead 
husband's sperm, has the law 
against her. the High Court 
was told yesterday. 

David’Pamtick, counsel for 
the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority, which 
has blocked artificial 
insemination because the 
husband never gave written 
consent, said: “Parliament 
thought the decision by a 
man to create life after his 
death is a matter of such 
ethical complexify' and 
importance that ii should 
only be taken in a formal 
manner." 

He added that Parliament 
had balanced opposing views 
over the cthks of fertility 
treatment by imposing 
safeguards, the most 
important of which was 
written consent. "There 
should be no room for 
uncertainty or doubt about 
what the man was agreeing 
to." Letters, page 17 

Willie Carson 
goes home 

The jockey. Willie Carson, 
has left North Hampshire 
Hospital in Basingstoke, less 
than a fortnight after he 
almost died in a frightening 
accident at Newbury race 
course. 

Mr Myrddin Rees, 
consultant surgeon, said: "Mr 
Carson has made excellent 
progress and is well enough 
to leave hospital. He will be 
kept under review." Carson 
was kicked hy his intended 
mount. Meshhcd. in the 
paddock. 

EU rules 
bear fruit 

The Asda supermarket chain 
announced it was giving 
thousands of apples away - 
because European law 
forbade their sale. 

Asda will give an English 
Cox to the first 1,000 children 
visiting each of its stores up 
and down the country on 
Saturday. The gesture is in 
protest at EU legislation 
which says apples with a 
diameter of less than 55mm 
are too small to be sold. 


New evidence 
links milk to 
diabetes ; ^ 

Fresh evidence for tiic 
controversial theory dial ' . 
cow’s milk may cause . ■ 
diabetes in infants is revealed 
today. Writing in The Lancet, 
researchers at Ratae -^ 1 
University and St - ■ 
Bartholomew’s Hospital in 
London say they haver 
identified dia betas with 
immune cells that appear ■ r " 2-; 
primed to attack a cow Vadik 
protein, beta-casein,: •- 

Insulin-dependent diabetes 
develops when fhe body’s . 

immune system destroys the., j 
beta-cells tn the pancreas 
that moke insulin. Nodnc 
knows why this amb- immnq^ ; 
reaction happens. Bul dae j 
theory is that feeding an ' j 
infant cow’s milk cao . 
stimulate the child’s immune 
system to rtsict to cemtirf;: . : 
milk proteins. 

These milk prah^ifogejy 
resemble others fomjd on the 
surface of l nsutin-j^pdfering ? 
beta-cells. As a ; . - 

the child's hnmujte&sta& - 
is tricked into attacking V,.-; 
and event ually tfcstroying . 
them. Gknda Cooper V- 


book action ! 

The Duchess of York has • - 
dropped legal action to frock 
publication of a controversial 
new book about ber life, the 
publishers said yesterday. 

The duchess took out an 
injunction against publication 
of Dr Allan SiarkieVJfetyfc . 
Her Stxn-t Life, dubbed “the : 
book she tried to ban". 
Publishers Michael OMara 
Books said the duchess Had . 
backed away after being 
asked to lodge £500, 000 with 
the court in case she lost the 
action. The book will sow he 
published on 4 November. 


Boy describes 
head’s death 

A teenage boy yesterday tali 
the Old Bailey how he went 


iy now he went 
aliv wounded 


to help mortally wounded 
headmaster Philip Lawrence 
after an old school friend of 
hut had stabbed him in the 
street. 

The lb-year-old described 
how the headmaster's body • . 
went limp after the blow and 
how he saw blood on Mr 
Lawrence's hands as he 
helped him back to Si 
George’s Roman Catholic 
School in Maida Vale, nurth- 
west London. The boy said 
he was certain the defendant, 
who is charged with Mr 
Lawrence’s murder and 
cannot be named for legal 
reasons, was the attacker. 


Graffiti artist 
wins appeal 

Graffiti vandal Simon 
Sunderland, who carried out 
an 18-month campaign of 
spray-painting public 
buildings and vehicles in 
South Yorkshire, was 
yesterday freed from a five- 
year jail sentence. 

To loud applause and 
shouts of “YesI" from 
Sunderland's supporters, the 
Court of Appeal accepted he 
had learned his lesson and 
“found a sense of purpose 
and direction in hi art". 
Appeal judge Mr Justice 
Rougier said the sentence 
was “out of kilter" with the 
offence. 


Driver’s ‘grisly McWhirter 
souvenirs’ stands down 


Stuart Morgan, accused of 
murdering the French 
student Celine Figard, kept a 
cache of his victim’s 
belongings hidden behind a 
wall in his garage, Worcester 
Crown Court was told 
yesterday. 

Detectives found 
photographs of the I9-ycar- 
old student, as well os a letter 
from her cousin, her toilet 
bag, and a camera. 

But their most “grisly 
finds "were a heavily blood- 
soaked bunk and its cover, 
removed from Mr Morgan's 
lorry, and several rolls of 
adhesive tape, which were 
shown by forensic tests to 
match that found on Celine's 
wrists, it was alleged. 


Norris McWhirter, editor of 
the Guinness Book of Records 
from 1954 to J9,S6 and 
editorial adviser until 1996, is 
resigning as a director of 
Guinness Publishing, his last 
association with the world's 
highest -selling copyright 
book. Mr McWhirter. 71, 
founded the book with his 
late twin brother, Ross. 42 
years ago. since when it has 
sold more than SO million 
copies in 350 editions and 37 
languages. 

“I want to spend more 
lime on other projects. I am 
working on two new 
reference books, one about - 
inventors and inventions, the 
other about the 1,043 islands 
around Britain.” he said. 
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The Bob and Pallia show begins in tears 
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HeIpin £ han€,: Pauto Tfetes and her soficftoi; Mark Stephens, outside the High Court yesterday 


Photograph: David Rose 


MICHAEL STREETER 

The Bab and Paula show resumed vesicrday when the 
former showbiz couple took the costodv battle for their 
three children to the Family Division of the High Court. 

The world’s media turned out in great force to greet 
the pair, who divorced acrimoniouslv when Ms Yates 
started a new relationship with pop singer Michael 
Hutchencc. 

First to arrive fix the hearing in Court 45 Bob 
GeldoL dressed in a three-piece tweed suit and sporting 
a devoid scarf, who entered quietly through the back 
door of the Royal Courts of Justice awav from most 
journalists. 

His ex-wife, Paula Yates, 34. who recently returned 
from Australia to, in her words “fight for her children" 
faced a barrage of photographers and cameramen as 
she entered the courts through the main entrance. 

With the photographers jockeying for the best shot, 
the scene rapidly descended into' near chaos. 

In the ensuing m£Ue a camera was broken, a 
photographer was cut and the Yales entourage briefly 
walked down a dead-end into the Lions Den - the 
photographers’ enclosure. Eventually a court policeman 
led Ms Yates to the court precincts. 

The one-time television presenter, whose new 
partner is in Australia promoting his hand, 1NXS, and 
by whom she has a two-month old daughter. 

Heavenly Hiraani. was in tears after running the media 
gauntlet 

Attired in a simple black dress, dark sunglasses and 
drop pearl earrings she too made no comment on this 
latest stage in the Yates-Gcldof saga. 

pie three-hour and 20- minute hearing, which 
adjourned at 4. 15, was to decide who gets temporary 
custody of their three children, Fifi Traibellc, 13. 
Peaches, aged six, and four-year-old Pixie, until full 
proceedings are heard. 

Last week. 4 1 -year-old Mr Geldof won a temporary 
injunction concerning the three children. That injunc- 
tion followed news of an alleged drugs bust at his for- 
mer wife and new partner's London residence. 

The hearing continues today. 


Literature award: Polish writer of slim volumes commended for wealth of inspiration 

Poetry’s Mozart is Nobel winnei 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

1 Arts Correspondent 

A Polish poet whose work is a 
dosed book to most of the 
British literati yesterday won the 
$1.12m (£750,000) Nobel Prize 
! j; ’ tWri 1 for Literature and found herself 

‘ ' ■' ^ thrust into an unwelcome 

: . ik’£ - s^beda, *. 

scribed by the judges as the 
. • Mozart of poetry, wasappre- 

.■ , - hensive at the prospect of world 

fame when tracked down to a 
hotel for writers at a Polish 
mountain resort. 

“This is a difficult situation. 
, M 1 am nonnatiya very private per- 

son and now 1 foresee some dif- 
ficult moments, "^Szymbortka 
", .. said. “I am 'vezy pleased for Pol- 

ish literature although there are 
other poets like me in Poland.” 

1 : ’ Asked whether she would 

now appear more frequently in 
public and give lectures, the 
slight, grey-haired poet said 
she might travel ink added: 
“No, I never give lectures.” 

Szymborska has written only 
a handful of slim volumes of po- 
etry since 1957, and her relative 
obscurity in the West is partly 
because her work’s stylistic va-- 
* ii:*; ori riety makes fthard to translate.' 

( ifMiliB The Swedish "Academy said 

_ja cryptically that it had chosen to 
W S i^S V honour Szymborska for “pbet- 

ry that with ironic precision al- 
,*V lows the historical -and 
biological context to come to. 
Ughtmfragments.oflnmanre;- 
ality". 

It added: “She has been de- - 
scribed as the Mozart- of ^pp- 


< Ir.ifliti * 


etry, not without justice in 
view of her wealth of inspira- 
tion and the veritable ease 
with which her words seem to 
fall into place.” 

A- typical example of her 
writing could be found at the 
end of a.poem called “The Joy 
of Writing": 

The jay of writing. 

Power of preserving. 

The revenge ofa mortal hand. 

The award surprised some 
observers, who had expected a 
novelist to be chosen after the 
Irish poet Seamus Heaney — 
also an holiday when the award 
was announced . -won last 
year’s prize. ’ ' 

dare C^pygdjpgh, a .Univeisi- 
ty of AWscMsih* lectio 
translated Szymborska into' 
English, said: “She turns out un- 
der this modest and witty sur- 
face to be a very great poet. 

“She’s a very exceptional 
combination: She’s a great 
philosopher on one hand but on 
the other hand has mass appeal 
in Poland.” 

From 1953 to 1981 Szym- 
borska was on the staff of the 
intellectual Polish magazine 

She is the fifth PoilfcH^ohste . 
bom writer to mu the literature 
prize since it was first awarded 
to the Frenchman Sully Prud- 
Jbomme in 1901. 

Her forenmners are Henryk 
Sienkiewfcz in 1905, Wladyriaw . 
Reymoni in 1924, the Polish- 
born novelist Isaac Bashevis 
Singer fa 1978 and. Czeslaw 
Mfloszm 1980. The last two had - 
become American citizens. - 



In Praise of Feeling Bad About Yourself 

by Wislawa Szymborska 

The buzzard never says it is to blame. 

The panther wouldn’t know what scruples mean. 

When the piranha strikes, it feds no shame. 

If snakes had hands, they’d claim their hands were clean. 

A jackal doesn’t understand remorse. 

Lions and lice don't waver in their course. 

Why should they, when they know they’re right? 

Though hearts of killer whales may weigh a ton. 

In every other way they’re light 
On this third planet of the sun, 
among the signs of bestiality 
A clear conscience is Number Oik 

Translation by Suznislaw Baranszak and Clare Cavanagh 




Wislawa Szymborska: T am a very private person’ 


Her poems are subtle, cool: little 
miracles of elegant sophistication’ 
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Even by the standards of the 
Nobel Prize Committee, the 
nomination of Wislawa S zym- 
borska as this year's Literature 
laureate was pretty extreme. 

A recent spell of compara- 
tively weH-known winners, 
Derek Walcott, Nadine 
Gordfrriei; Seamus Heaney - 
lulled the- book world into 
thinking the Stockholm prize- 

givers were -flirting with pop- 
ulism. After 90-odd years of 
giving the world’s richest and 
most high-prestige literary 
award to nnknowto and recon- 
dite talents (ErikAxrlKarifeldt 
in 1931, Ealldor Laxness in 
1955, not to mention the sinis- 
ter Salvator Quasimodo in 
1959 ) they suddenly seemed to 
be getting trends - 

So much so that, after Sea- 
mas (“Famous”) Heaney’s tri- 
umph last .autumn, 
NobeVwatchers were prepared 

to bet on the chances of either 
Bob Dylan or RSThqmas whir 
ning the prize. •■■ ■ ■ 

ThehitierisagrtnfcdWWsh 

Jesuit priest, who has keen 
hotly tipped asNobd material 



JOHN WALSH 


for a few years. Th^formeriht 
the gfobafly renowed singa; 
wboSe name was put before the 
>tobd jury for the first time this 
year by an Ameridb achdetikr 
ic and fan. - 

Very fittle is known outside 
her native Poland about ' 73- 
year-old Ms Szymborska, a 
poet, translator and critic. Her 
British publishers. Forest 
Books and Bloodaxe Books, 
could offer biographical data 
from her books bat nothing 
more- Back in Poland, howw- 
ec she is mentioned in the 
same respectful tones as her 
tomrtiviiien ZMgirieirHttbert 
and Czeslaw Milan (who won 
the Nobd in m V 

She was horn tn 1923. in 


Our literary editor 
on on a dark-eyed 
73-year-old 
with a muse to win 
oVerttie wdrtd 


Birin, near Poznan in western 
Poland. At the age of eight, her 
family moved to Krakow where 
she Hues stHL When Poland was 


borskadefied Nazi injunctions 
to attend school classes in Pol- 
ish. 

In m5 she studied PoBshBt- 

eratore and sociology at the 
Jagellonfam Institute ' in 
Eratam abandoning her coarse 
when it feD a victim to StaOn- 
ist interference. In 1953, ht the 
age of 30, sbejoined the week- 
ly literary magazine Zyae Ut- 
eradde as poetxy ettitor and 
columnist and worked on It nn- 

131981 

She has published fen vol- 
umes of verse ThafirWhy 1ft Are 


ABve (1952), Questi oni ng Oneself 
(1954), CaWng the Yeti (1957), 
Salt (1962), ; A Hundred Joys 
0967), Chance (1972). A Gnat 
Number (1976),' People on a 
Bridge (15186) and View with a 
Grain of Sand (1995). 

. Her poems are fightmufiam, 
subtle, cool and witty, but 
deeply serious -in their con- 
cerns. Fbr a women who has 
survived war and tSefatorship, 
ihqr are tittle tnfrades of ele- 
gant sophistication. They tra- 
verse historical periods and 
mythological rivffisatkms to 
compare everyday experiences, 
in the style of the Greek poet 
Constantin Cavafy and deal in 
lists and litanies, tike Louis 
Macnefce. 

fit hermost recent collection. 
View With a Grain of Sand (to. 
be published in three weeks by 
Faber St Taber, who signed a 
deal with her American pub- 
lishers at the Frankfort Book 
pair yesterday she writes with 
feeling abpTrt seff-consckras- 
ntss, as in the poem, pub l ished 
here. In Pause iff JMting Bad 
Abort Yours# 
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an^lS-monlh spray-pamgg 
campaign was granted tos tree- 
v domyesterday from* five-year 

cepted that Simon SwKMmd^ 
of? heffield, had learnt te les- 


son and “found a sense of puir- r 
pose and direction in his art” - 
Mr Justice RougferaW thefi^e- 

vear senrence wasf'W oM. 

. ter” aodm«e^ 

. oflfence of street mugging.3» 

nidges substituted, a.'two-^ar 
sentence, which takmgmto^ 


count time on r eman d, means 
ho wjjll be freed in a-fiew days. ‘ 
Sunderland - whose txade- 




. frame Fisto was given the "de- 
terrent-” sentence at Sheffield. 
Grown Court in March after ad- 


Hi 

i 



Ten yeai’s that 
shaped the world 

Next week well be celebrating our 
tenth anniversary with a week of 
special features on the great events 
and people in news, sport, business 
and the arts who have shaped the 
world in the past decade. Britain’s 
most innovative newspaper will 
also be bringing you a lively new 
Section Two, and a great new 
Saturday package. > 
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Think again. 

Are you stuck at the top of the interest 
rate ladder, paying as much as 
23% APR? Come back down to earth 
with American Express. With our new 
Credit Card not only will you enjoy a 
low 16.7% APR on any existing 
balance transfer but also on all new 
purchases. Plus there's no annual fee 
for the first year. 

To fM out how wb can hoip you 
dO IBCMttv Call BMM 

0800700767 
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Law and order: Mother asks for total ban on handguns, while Straw highlights drug-related crime P^y|)^ck tilY10 

Tears flow at as Jack turns 

Dunblane plea 


ANTHONY BEVINS 

Political Editor 

Delegates wept at the Labour 
Parly conference yesterday as 
they listened to an impassioned 
plea for a ban on all handguns 
to prevent a repeat of the Dun- 
blane massacre. 

In a moving speech that 
opened and ended with stand- 
ing ovations, Ann Pearston, or- 
ganiser of the Dunblane 
Snowdrop Campaign, said there 
could be no compromise. 

“Yesterday was a little girl's 
sixth birthday. She got cards and 
dowers, but she wasn't there to 
blow the candles out on her 
cake. 

“She was Sophie North. 
Compromise cost her her life.’' 

Urging Labour to take one 
little step further from its cur- 
rent policy - banning private 
ownership and possession of 
handguns, but leaving open the 
possibility of keeping them in 
gun chibs - Ms Pearston called 
for a total ban. 

“Ban them from homes,” she 
said. “Ban them from gun clubs. 
Ban them from our society.” 

When Thomas Hamilton had 
gone into the Dunblane primary 
school, he had had 743 roumfs 
of ammunition; enough to kill 


every pupa and teacher, she 
said. 

“His ear muffs served a dual 
purpose: to lessen the noise of 
gun shot, but also to block out 
a noise he would not have been 
used to on the target range: the 
scream of terrified infants. 

“He fired at the children 
and the teachers as if at targets 
- some of which received sev- 
en bullets - some fired at point- 
blank range, down into them 
where they lay injured. 

“He fired at injured children 
as they tried to crawl away - 
again and again and again. 
Three minutes, one pistoL 
105 bullets fired, 17 dead, 14 
injured and one child who stood 
and watched it all. And an en- 
tire community cut down emo- 
tionally. 

“Those who survived were 
conscious throughout. On 13th 
March, Hamilton inflicted on 
the innocent people of Dun- 
blane, 17 death sentences and 
multiple life sentences. There 
will be no reprieve, no parole 
for good behaviour, no right of 
appeal against his decision.” 

Labour said last night that it 
had left the door open to a ban 
on handguns being kept in 
dubs, pending the findings of 
Lord Cullen’s report into the 


Dunblane massacre. But Ms 
Pearston said: “Leave handguns 
in clubs and a planner like 
Hamilton will just book them 
out for a competition, or put 
them in bis pocket and walk out 

“We must shut the door on 
public safety tight - so that it 
can't be pushed wider by the 
very powerful gun lobby in 
years to come." 

The vicious circle of drugs- 
related crime, in which property 
worth more than £lbn is stolen 
to finance the habit, will be tack- 
led by a Labour government, 
the shadow Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw, promised. 

“Once, crime happened to 
someone else,” Mr Straw said. 
“Today, it happens to us alL 
Recorded crime has doubled in 
the last 17 years. Today, there’ll 
be 50,000 crimes committed; 
that's one crime every two 
seconds.” 

However, he said that there 
were fewer greater challenges to 
law and order than drugs- relat- 
ed crime. With addicts thieving 
daily to fund their drug-taking 
- “at a cost of well over £lbn in 
property stolen by them each 
year" - Mr Straw said that 
Labour would introduce a pilot 
project to force drug-addicted 
offenders to undergo treatment 
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TOP BRAND 


Impassioned plea: Ann Pearston calling for a total ban on handguns Photograph: Reuters 
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Tbry home secretaries used to 
be unpopular with. their con- 
ferences for refuting to heed. 

calls for Hanging , flo gg in g and 
castrating. Jade Straw has suc- 
cessfully inverted this tradi- 
tion, making Labour delegates 
uncomfortable by enthusiasti- 
cally supporting toughness. 

These days, he told confer- 
ence “dime happens tons all”. 
But once, it “happened to some-, 
one else”. I know what he 
means. In Edwardian times, 
marauding gangs of British yobs 
did not rush around county 
towns smashing th in gs and beat- 
ing up black people. Tbey went 
to Africa to do all that. 

Jack looks idee the bright guy 
with glasses who was pushed 
around at school. Bullies threw 
his cap in the canal, flicked ink 
; pellets at him, and scrawled in 
hfe meticulously neat exercise 
books. And now, 35 years lat- 
er, it’s payback time. ' 

- First to go will be the nasty 
neighbours, sorted out, evicted • 
and replaced by families called 
Straw and Blair, who will or- 
ganise Neighbourhood Watch, 
-water your patio plants when 
you go away, and tap on the win- 
dowifyou put your rubbish on 
the wrong day. 

Thugs are' in trouble too. 
No more endless cautions from 
over-worked constables. In- 
stead there will be one Final 
Warning. This sounds appro- 
priately ominous, and in the ab- 
sence of any detail 1 ima gine 
that after a Final Warning has 
been transgressed, bounty 
hunters and neighbourhood 
posses will be allowed to hunt 
offenders down and treat them 
to summary justice. 

It sounds great. As an invet- 
erate window-tapper myself I 
endorse all this. I have a quib- 
ble with Jack about his drugs 
policy, which he announced 
yesterday, and which is about 
getting tough on addicts who 
commit crime. 

My quibble is that this is des- 
tined to no greater success than 



DAVID 
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all the other failed measures in 
the great Prohibition against il- 
legal. drugs. And such stric- 
tures also seem a bit rich at a 
conference where vast quanti- 
ties of alcohol have been con- 
sumed. In fact, so much has 
been drunk that when Michael 
Meacher referred this week to 
a “damp down on [exhaust] 
belching monsters”, a large 
number of hung-bver delegates 
looked rather sheepish. • 

Mr Straw also said this: “Our > 
promise to the British people is '*•' 
to create a society where old 
people are- not terrified when 
they answer the door.” Realty? 

And how wiD Labour control 
these fedings of terror? Jack, I 
say this to you, governments do 
not create societies. People cre- 
ate societies. That's why the 
drugs policy will not work. 

And that’s also why there was 
so much nervousness at the 
heart of the discussions about 
devolution yesterday. Why 
should there be all this worry 
about a tax-raising parliament? 
After Bravehcart, are they afraid 
of Scottish voters saying: “I 
dinnae being hung, wi’ ma in- 
sides cut oot and burned in front 
o’ my face, but I'm no paying 
anittier penny tae the taxman"? 

Apparently any suggestion 
that there might be higher tax- 
es in Scotland will cause a 
“Bathgate today, Bath tomor- 
row” reaction. 

But this is a fig-leaf to cover 
Scots nakedness. Everybody in ^ 
Middle England that I've ever C* 
met wishes them and their par- ^ 
foment wefl, just so long as they 
shut up about iL 


Short helps defeat 
vote on Trident 
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Labour's rejection of unilater- 
al nuclea r disarmament was 
confirmed yesterday when Gare 
Short helped the party leader- 
ship defeat a last attempt before 
the election by CND supporters 
to commit Labour to scrapping 
the Trident nuclear weapon sys- 
tem, writes Colin Brown. 

Calling on die conference to 
reject the move, Ms Short dis- 
missed daims that £2bn could be 
diverted to schools and hospitals, 
and said most of the money 
would have been spent “There 
are no savings to be made by 
scrapping Trident Under our 
policy, w* use ourweapons to get 
rid of more weapons. This must 
be a better way to use our in- 
fluence,” she said. 

The move to scrap Trident 
was supported by the Cam- 
paign Group of Labour MPs, 
ana a number of constituencies. 
Chris Parnell, of Orpington, 
south London, said scrapping 
Trident would set an example to 
the other nuclear powers and 
encourage them to do away with 
their own weapons. Supporting 


him, Lea Easton, of Peterbor- 
ough Constituency Labour Par- 
ty, asked: “Who is the enemy we 
are defending ourselves from?" 

Hade unions, dockyard con- 
stituencies worried about the 
loss of jobs, and Labour's front 
bench, led by Ms Short and 
David Dark, the defence 
spokesman, united in defeating 
the unilateralist motion by 5635 
per cent to 43.65 per cent in a 
card vote. Tony Blair's grip on 
the party was reinforced as the 
constituencies voted 22.7 per 
cent for unilateralism, cora- 

^TtuTunions voted 20 per cent 
for, and 29 per cent against 

Biit Ms Short spokeswoman 
for overseas development also 
made a veiled attack on mod- 
ernisers such as Kim Howells 
for suggesting the word “so- 
cialist" should be disposed oL 
“How can anyone suggest so- 
cialism is no longer relevant 
when one-quarter of the world 
lives in abject poverty and die 
number is growing as the world 
gets richer?" she asked. 


“ / joy from beginning to end - 
affectionate and funny, 

witti a few tears too” 
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Tory peers warned on Scots rule 




STEPHEN GOODWIN 

l .The Conservatives were warned 
■ yesterday not 10 use their ma- 
jority in the House of Lords to 
obstruct a Labour government's 
plans for a Scottish parliament. 

> . Burying some of the party's 

\ recent disarray over home ruJe 
with a forceful speech in the 
democracy reform debate, 
George Robertson, the shadow 
Scottish secretary, said Labour 
meant business. 

“We will finish John Smith's 
unfinished business and legislate 
for a Scottish parliament in 

The goal 
of youth 
goes 
straight 

< past Blair 

& 

Tony Blair left the conference 
platform yesterday lunchtime 
and joined Alex Ferguson to 
play football with pupils at De- 
vonshire Primary School, Black- 
pool, writes John RentooJL 

Wearing a sports jacket in the 
colours of his local Newcastle 
United team, Mr Blair teamed 
up with the manager of rivals 
Manchester United in goal, 
wfiile a team of 10- and 11-year- 
olds showed no mercy in blast- 
ing penalties past them. 

The Labour leader was un- 
able to match his 26 consecu- 
tive headers in a similar 
photo-opportunity with Kevin 
Keegan, Newcastle manager, 
during last year's conference. 

The girls, champions of the 
local league, were practising for 
their first match of the season. 

“It's probably better fun than 
sitting in the conference hall” 
Mr Blair said, nursing bruised 
fingers. 

Mr Ferguson, long a Labour 

^supporter and a member of the 

party's i. 000 Cub whose metn- 
hers' give £1.000 to its funds, 
praised the party's plans to en- 
courage sport. 

It was an even! designed to 
present Mr Blair as in touch with 
the aspirations of youth, which 
on this occasion were mainly to 
gel Mr Ferguson’s autograph. 

It was bis second photo-call 
of the day. after meeting soldiers 
of the Queen’s Lancashire Reg- 


the first year of a Labour gov- 
ernment.” he promised. 

The single referendum which 
Labour has settled on to pre- 
cede a devolution Bill could 
bring an early clash between a 
Tony Blair administration and 
the Lords, which Labour is 
pledged 10 reform. 

Mr Roberston noted that 
John Major had already threat- 
ened to use the Lords to ob- 
struct a one-clause referendum 
Bill. “The very fact that they are 
forced to wield the blunt 
broadswords of the back-woods 
battalions of the dukes, earls 


and viscounts shows that they 
have lost the democratic argu- 
ment and they know it,” he said. 

In a challenge which drew the 
loudest applause of the de- 
bate, Mr Robertson warned: Tf 
they use the power of the peers 
we will use the power of the 
people and the people's will will 
prevail/ 

The Parliament Act of 1911 
gives the Cbmmons power to 
over-rule the Lords sifter only 
a matter of months. But Mr 
Blair is also committed to re- 
moving the right of hereditary 
peers to vote - a reform which 


could be hastened if the refer- 
endum Bill was put at risk. 

There is a growing belief in 
Westminster that a “Yes” vote 
in the referendum would be 
used as justification for guillo- 
tining the main devolution B3J 
though the Commons. Consti- 
tutional measures are not nor- 
mally subject to time-tabling, 
giving an opposition and rebels 


Mr Robertson rounded on 
SNP members who had vilified 
him at their conference in In- 
verness last week. They bad dis- 
played the darker side 


to nationalist “What we saw 
there was raw chauvinism,'’ he 
said. “Chauvinism at its worst - 
ugly, intolerant, nasty - and it 
should have no place in Scotch 
politics or in any decent society." 

There was virtually no criti- 
cism of Mr Robertson and the 
party leadership for the policy 
somersaults over the referen- 
dum. “We had two weeks of 
confusion and then got it right,'’ 
said Allan WOson of Cunning- 
hame North. “The Tbries have 
had 17 years of power and 
they've still got it hopelessly 
and arrogantly wrong.” 


The conference endorsed 
plans for a Welsh assembly and 
a two-stage strategy for re- 
gional government in England. 
Regional chambers based on lo- 
cal authorities would be set up 
followed by directly elected re- 
gional governments where there 
was a demand fen it. 

Such super-councils would 
not have powers to tax or leg- 
islate but would run many of 
the currently unelected re- 
gional departments. Labour 
believes the change would 
make bidding for funding from 
Europe easier. 
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The firing line: The children putting them past Tony Blair and Alex Ferguson yesterday 


iment on the sea&onL In a 
bizarre reversal of the rela- 
tionship between spin doctors 
and the media, press photog- 
raphers “went on strike" and 
boycotted that event, because 
Mr Blair refused to get into a 


tank. When it emerged that he “stage management", despite 
would only be s hakin g hands the fact that they wanted to Mr 


l.r..: . - ■ • • - 


with squaddies, who stood to at- 
tention and called him “Sir", 
they downed Nflrons. 

The “strikers” claimed to be 


Blair to pose for an even more 
staged picture - as Margaret 
Thatcher and - the, failed US 
presidential candidate Michael 




• Photograph: Brian Harris 
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Hey, big spender. Spend 
£550 less on interest. 


UK's lowest 
credit card rate 

No annual fee 

Just 10.9% APR 
variable from 
April '97 

Keep your 
credit limit 

No need to 

bank with ns 




Do you tend to borrow on your 
credit card? Then this Co-operative 
Bank Advantage Visa Credir Card 
is for you. Just look at the incredible 
deal on offer, starting with the UK’s 
lowesc APR by far: just 7.9%. 

This is guaranteed until April *97 and 
works out at only 0.64% per month. 
After that, you’ll still only pay a 


super-low 10.9% APR variable 
(0.87% per month). Typically, 
you're looking at saving £550 
over two years!" 

More good news: well m atch your 
highest current credit card limit, 
and we won’t charge you a fee for 
your card. You don’t have to bank 
with us, so call us free now. 
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'A RARE, STARTLING AND DEVASTATING FILM 

FROM ONE OF THE MOST ORIGINAL DIRECTORS WORKING TODAY" 
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Winslet is warm and wonderful, while Eccleston 

IS SIMPLY OUTSTANDING. ..IF YOUR HEART HASN'T YET 
BEEN BROKEN THIS YEAR THEN BE PREPARED" 
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Ferry merger may 


scuttle low fares 


This summer's bonanza of 
cheap fares for motorists cross- 
ing the Channel is unlikely to be 
repeated next year following 
yesterday's announcement that 
the two main feny operators, 
P&O and Stena are to merge 
their Dover- Calais and other 
short sea crossing routes. 

The two companies have 
signed a deal, expected to be fi- 
nalised next month, which 
would result in a merger of their 
short sea cross Channel routes, 
resulting in at least 1,000 job 
lasses. While a few smaller 
competitors such as Sea France 
and Hovcrspeed will remain, the 
merger will give the new oper- 
ation around 40 per cent of the 
market, the same as the Chan- 
nel Tunnel and will give the two 
effective control over pricing 
policies. 

The merger wDI bring to an 
end the seemingly inexplicable 
growth of capacity on the route 
since the tunnel started oper- 
ating nearly two years ago with . 
extra ships having been brought 
in for both the past two sum- 
mers. Now, the Stena line ship 
Invicta and P&O's Pride of 
Bruges, both operating on the 
D over-Calais route, will be tak- 
en out of service at the end of 
theyearwith the immediate loss 
of 400 jobs'. 

While neither company was 
losing money on the route. 


At least 1,000 jobs lost as P&O 
and Stena join forces 

Christian Wolmar reports 


their profits had dipped dra- 
matically in the past two years. 
Consequently P&O and Stena 
have been trying to rationalise 
their services for years but un- 
til this summer the Government 
had refused to sanction any co- 
operation in their arrange menls 
because of the desire to retain 
strong competition on the 
route. Various options such as 
joint ticketing had been dis- 
cussed. but both companies 
favoured a full merged opera- 
tion. 

The new P&O Stena Line, 
which will be 60 per cent owned 
by P&O and 40 percent by Ste- 
na, will operate 14 ships on the 
Dovcr-Calais. Newhaven 
Dieppe and other short sea 
routes. Graham Dunlop, chair- 
man of P&O European Femes, 
said; “We will be operating at 
least a ship every 45 minutes and 
possibly every half hour.” He 
said steps that’the merger would 
not necessarily lead to an in- 
crease in prices: “There is still 
powerful competition from the 
Tunnel which brought huge ex- 
tra capacity. All our projections 
are on the basis of the current 


pricing polity remaining. The 
service is still profitable, though 
our profits have fallen.” 

However, with fares for mo- 
torists having been cut by half 
in the past coupfe of years, it is 
unlikely that they wilf remain so 
low. In May last year, Euro- 
tunnel launched a full scale 
price war when it cut the fare 
for its main peak summer ser- 
vices from £266 to £129 and the 
ferries were forced to respond. 

Indeed Eurotunnel which 
announced on Wednesday that 
it had thrashed out a refinanc- 
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Missoni's 
stripes 
lead the f 
fashion 
parade * ! 
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TAMSIN BLANCHARD 

Milan 


mg deal on the debt ridden 
Channel Tunnel project, wel- 
comed the deal. 

John Noulton, Eurotunnel's 
spokesman confirmed that the 
days of bargain summer cross 
Channel trips may be over 
“We support this. It will mean 
a more orderly market and will 
make for firmer prices. All the 
companies suffered under the 
price war, which may now end.” 

Lord Sterling, the chairman 
of P&O said; “There will be job 
losses and to suggest otherwise 
would be nonsense.” He said 
that estimates of 1,000 job loss- 
es were unlikely to be too high. 
“But doing nothing would mean 
they would have a bleak future. 
This means that those who will 
be part of the party will have an 
exciting future.” 

The company would set up a 
unit to offer advice on retrain- 
ing, on top of redundancy 
arrangements which would “err 
on the generous side”, he said. 

P&O was also in talks with 
other operators including Brit- 
tany Femes, the French com- 
pany which operates on the 
western Channel from 
Portsmouth and Plymouth to 
France and Spain. ‘‘We have 
spent a great deal of time see- 
ing how we might have ratio- 
nalisation but they operate to a 
different timetable," Lord Ster- 
ling said. 
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Prettiness and femininity 
;ire the buzz words in Milan 






are the buzz words in Milan 
this week at the collections 
for spring/summer 1 997. The 
strict minimal lines of the 
past few seasons have been 
interrupted by soft frills, 
floral prints, transparent 
billowing chiffon and 
necklines that drape softly. 

Yesterday at Missoni, the 
luxury knitwear label that 
recently celebrated 40 years 
in business, the label proved 
that it has resurrected itself 
from the dull and fusty 
with one of the best shows 
in Milan all week. 4 

Inspiration was taken • 

from the sea. with the % 

trademark Missoni stripes 
in watery blues and greens as . 
well as warm sandy tones. 

The fact that one-quarter of 
the audience was wearing 
pieces of Missoni, from a 
stripy knit scarf to the 
full-blown dress of the editor 
of French l oguc. is a sure 
sign that the label is hip 
again. The store has reached 
the top three of the fashion 
crowd's shopping destinations, 
along with Gucci who showed 
last night, and Prada. 

Missoni's shop assistants 
have been surprised by on 


unexpected surge of models 
and rashiSn press who have 
been stopping off to buy a 
simple patterned tunic or an 
heirloom scarf. 

In Milan, some things do 
not change each season at 
the whim of fashion. Missoni 
has been working along the 
same lines for almost half a 
century. And one of the 
world's fashion giants, 4 ■* 

Giorgio Armani who M 

declared earlier this month 
that fashion is dead, showed 
his Eraporio Armani line with 
classic tailoring and sporty 
separates, while MaxMara 
presented a collection of 
elegant classics that ranged 
from beautifully tailored 
pure white fluid trouser sails 
to basic essentials in 
lightweight denim. 


Ressurrectibn: Missoni’s sprin^summer ’97 collection won applause wrth Its cocktails of. 
colours Inspired by sunsets, rainforests and the sea Photograph: Paolo Cocco/Reuters 







Paint prices stripped 
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Tate wins £5m watercolour collection in Lottery bonanza 
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DAVID LISTER 

.) rs2? le GaDef y has acquired 

defm JT?^° l0ur “Son, 

10 be one cf themoS 

^^■■icoltectionsofBSS 

and drawings to 
have remained m private hands. 

” contains 

around 3,000 works and was ran 
jogtherby Paul Oppd, a <§£ 
JJ 1 «uished scholar and adfeclw 
^jng the fir* hidf 

J 1 ? greatest strengflj is 
m late 18th-century landscape 
watercoloure and drawiS£, 
wjuch reflea the “Golden Age" 
of British watercolours. 

Many are views of Italy and 

bwrtzeriand produced in the era 
of the “grand tour" by artists in- 
cluding Richard Wilson, Fran- 
^Towne, JR Cozens and John 
^Warwick” Smith. 

The Tate will show 300 works 

hom the collection in Septem- 
ber 1997 and plans ev entua lly 
to increase the opening hours 
of its Study Room tofr/e days 
a week to make (he coUection 
accessible to the pubHc. 
l Scrota, director of 

' the Tate, said yesterday; “There 

has never been anything on 
' ■ the scale of this acquisition. In 
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*** *»*» ean«» examines some of the new acquisitions. They Include (from left): Setf-PortnM (1984) by Andy 
Hogarth (1697-1764); The Source of tbeArvekon (1781) by Frances ldwne and a detafl from Salta net mfo Sacco (1984) by Frank State 


Death CMng George Taylor a Cross-Buttock by WDhm 

Photographs: Tate GaHery 


terms of size, the Oppd Col- 
lection consists of 3,000 works, 
which is unparalleled. 

“It has been made possible 
only by the existence ofLottery 
funds. This is precisely the Hnrf 
of collection which, had it come 


cm to the market five years ago, 
would have been broken up and 
sold in separate pieces. 

“We have acquired a group 
of works for the nation for a very 
good figure. It is money well 
spent.” 


' Ruts of the coUection will gp 
on display in four venues 
around Britain in the nest few 
years, including Cambridge, 
Edinburgh and Cardiff. 

Paul Opp6 died in 1957 and 
his world-famous coUection of 


watercolours, drawings, oil 
sketches and prints has been 
held privately until now. 

Its acquisition was arranged 
through a special agreement 
negotiated through Sotheby's, 
and was made possible with a 


Heritage Lottery Fund grant of 
13.77A.ntm and '£ 100,010 from 
the Natrona! .Art Collections 
Fund. A further lottery gram of 
£250,000 will 'aipport the col- 
lection’s conservation, cata- 
loguing and the cost of mount- 


ing temporary exhibitions of 
highlights of the coUection 
around tbe UK. 

The Tale's director. Nicholas 
Scrota, also announced a gift by 
Janet Ylfottson de Botton of 5ti 
wsb by contemporary Euro- 


pean and American artists, in- 
cluding Andy Warhol's 1986 
.W/Iwjii and Gilbert and 
George's foil Morning fhmWr. 

The Talc has galleries in 
London, Liverpool and Si Ives. 
Cornwall. 
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Ireland ‘is 
too easy 
on its 
writers’ 


S?t' 



-4 v 

DulW'- 

..«i: 


Hi!!/; 


. CLARE GARNER 

^ ) Frankfurt 


The Irish author of a new bi- 
ography of Samuel Beckett said 
last night it was too easy to get 
published in Ireland, arguing 
that state subsidy and patron- 
age was too generous. 

Anthony Cronin, whose bi- 
ography of Beckett has just 
been published, sounded a note 
at variance with the theme of 
the Frankfurt Book Fhir, “Ire- 
land and its Diaspora", and the 
address by Irish president, Mary 
Robinson. 

The Irish participation at 
the fair the has more than dou- 
bled this year. The country 
where writing is occasionally 
called “the national affliction” 
was selected as the fair's focal 
theme and this encouraged 35 
of Lhe 60 publishing houses ac- 
tive in Ireland to attend, many 
of them for tbe first time. 

Last night tbe poet, fiction - 
writer, entk and biographer 
Anthony Cronin, told thclnde- 
pendent there were three rea- 
sons why people were leaving 
Ireland: “Sunlight^ booze and 
sesf 5 . '• 

“You may think that in Ire- . 
land we have more booze than 
we know what to do wfth, but. 
it’s not true. Nice drinks in sun- . 
light are different freer nice : 
drinks in a poky pub,” be: said. 

uC..(,li<vht ct ill k a hio'(lr»'- 




“Sunlight stm is a big draw. 

J ohn Grisham has a newriow- 
el out The Partner. But 
there are rumours here that a 
new Grisham is waiting in the 
wings. The literary agent Dar- 
ley Anderson is working hard 

to shape the career of “the Gr- 
isham cf medical thrillers". Mr 
Anderson challenged Ffeui Car- 
son, a 46-year-old Dublin 

ckx^spet^isfnginchMTOod 

asthma and allergy, to write a 
medk&thriflet Mr Carson sub- 
sequently wrote Scalpel and Mr 
Anderson is now selling the 

rirfrts. Louise Moore erf Heine- 

mann won the UK and Con>* 
moriweafth f^hts for £44,000. 

it’s a must-have for anyone 
Imystified by what young 
people today are most inter- 
ested in. "Son of Disco", Alon 
Shulman's Style Bible warns: 
“No longer a counter-culture 


I suppose sex and booze are 
more available at home, but the 
combination of all three in a 
Mediterranean climate is a 
good thing.** 

In her opening speech the 
Irish President Mazy Robinson 
made a special plea for writers. 
“1 think we should remember 
that the individual writer is the 1 
source and (he focus here, and 
that the writer’s life and expe- 
rience is not easy, is still not se- 
cure and still needs to be 
honoured and rewarded if we 
are to be certain of treasuring 
the eneq*ies and sdfknowledge 
in our midst. 

The book as an object as a 
commercial venture, as a cul- 
tural opportunity loses all hsres- 
onance and meaning if we 
forget that” she said. Tbe dif- 
ficulty is, of course, that the 
world of publishing may seem 
to be infinitely convipialand 
public and festive 

“But the life of the writer is 
solitary and easily overlooked: 
we need to be careful not to 
make the first a distraction 
from the second.” 

• Bm Mr Cream, 68, begged to 
differ. “Maybe it's abb too easy 
to be an Irish, writer now,” he 
said. “People now regard writ- 
ing and artistic creation gener- 
al^ with a sort of approval 
which 1 was- certainly absent 
when Iwais growing up - arid it’s 
very very easy to be published/ 5 


movement, today's youth duF - 
ture is now the movement;^ 
their style beoames evetydne's 
style to one degree or anoth- 
er - . His book, to be published 
by Methiien next autumn con- 
tains 1,000 definitions, from 
hip-hop to posh tottjf y . 

■nay have been found the 
Iworidandnowtheyareget- 
ftig into rock. The Gt*te 

to fioefc is en up-to-date and 
positive gride to 1^056 bands, 
“ft's not witten ty your aver- 
age music hack who’s been 
thwe, done that," sad Kchawl 
Trillo, associate directoc 

CLARE GARNER 



The Labour Party is based on the 
founding principle that the individua 
does best within a strong and 
unified society, where we 
acknowledge that success 
depends not just on the 
striving of an individual but 
on working together. 



Wouldn't you railiersppnfl 

£12 MILLION down 





Be prepared. For your local is about to be invaded 
by hordes of strange little men. Apparently, it has been 
decreed that the word 'Exit' above a doer could well confuse 
you. So every public ptace needs to display this compact, 
athletic chap to point the way. What's sillier is that, even 
though Brussels recommended it need only apply to new 
signs. Whitehall have gone one better and insisted that all 
old signs must also 'be replaced by or supplemented 
with, new signs' by December 24th, 1993. And the cost 1 ? 
It could be up to £12 million. 

Now. it is just this sort of eagerness to regulate and 
substitute the: has the alarm bells sounding at Beck & Co. 
Will this trend towards conformity spill ever into our bier? 

What if one day some little known bureaucrat decided 
to apply such 'enthusiasm' tc our bier? Couia we be told 
to abandon cur 250 metre deep, glacial pure water source? 
Or. imagine the dire consequences of a committee telling 
us to stop brewing with our superb Hallertau and Tettnang 
hops in favour of a regulation variety. 

But we won't. Not even for £12 billi on. We refuse to let 
any stampeding bureaucrat overrun Beck's A cold Beck's 
at the The Green Man wilt always be money well spent. Call 
us siubborn, but when it comes to our bier, bureaucracy 
won't get past the door. 
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SAS men are ordered These boots are madefon)rot^ 




never to write books 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


Everv member of the SAS and 
SBS is 10 sign a personal con- 
tract undertaking never to pub- 
lish details of iheir unit and the 
way they do their work without 
prior permission from the Min- 
istry of Defence. 

The plan is the MoD’s re- 
sponse to the recent wave of 
books published by ex-members 
of the SAS . It fears that further 
disclosures could not only com- 
promise special forces' tactics 
but also reveal top-secret op- 
erations that the Government 
would rather not admit to. The 
ministry said it has not yet de- 
cided whether it will also try to 
get former personnel to sign. 

Every serving member of the 
elite units will be summoned be- 
fore the Director of Special 
Forces - an .Army brigadier - 
and told to sign a personal 
contract. If they refuse, they will 
be "RTUd" - returned to their 
former units - the ultimate dis* 
grace for anyorie who has 
passed the demanding six 
months of selection tests and 
been “badged" as a member of 
the Army's Special Air Service, 
the Marines' Special Boat Ser- 
vice or the RAF Special Forces. 

The new contracts involve a 
“contractually binding, lifelong, 
civil law obligation not to dis- 
close any information about 



Secrets out: Sir Peter de la Billiere (left) and Chris Ryan, 
whose books prompted the SAS confidentiality crackdown 


the work of the UK Special 
Forces without specific prior au- 
thority". 

Alf members of the Special 
Forces, including 22 SAS Reg- 
iment. based in Hereford, and 
the two Territorial Army SAS 
Regiments - 21 and 23 SAS - 
will be required to sign. So will 
the SBS, who carrv uuf under- 
water sahorage and reconnoitre 
enemy coasts, and some mem- 
bers of the RAF. 

Civil servants who work 
closely with the Special Forces 
arc already considered to have 
an “enforceable duty of confi- 
dentiality”. 

Special forces* personnel arc 
already sworn to secrecy but 
once they have left the services 
there is little the MoD can do 


to prevent them publishing ac- 
counts of their experiences. 
The recent wave of disclosures 
began when General Sir Peter 
de la Billiere, the senior British 
officer in Saudi Arabia during 
the Gulf war and a former 
member of the SAS, published 
a book called Storm Command. 
In it, he gave details of SAS and 
SBS operations behind Iraqi 
lines, including the destruction 
and capture of an eight-man pa- 
trol, Bravo Two-Zero. 

Two survivors of the patrol 
using pseudonyms, subse- 
quently published their own 
accounts, which became best 
sellers - Bravo Two-Zero by 
Andy McNab and The One that 
Cot Mnw by Chris Ryan. 

Former members of the Spe- 


cial Forces have signed the Of- 
ficial Secrets Act, and arc also 
bound by Queen's Regulations 

and Crown Copyright. They 
also face the censure of their 
former comrades if they break 
the secretive ethos of the Spe- 
cial forces. 

Eveo so, the MoD has be- 
come increasingly concerned 
that unauthorised disclosures 
might take place, and has in- 
troduced the new contracts 
which will be a particular de- 
terrent to potential publishers. 

Besides the now well-known 
operations in the FalkJands, 
the Gulf and Bosnia, British 
special forces have been ex- 
tensively involved in Northern 
Ireland,' against drug barons in 
South and Central .America, and 
may also have worked in the 
former Soviet Union and 
Afghanistan. 

Nevertheless, MoD sources 
admit there is still nothing to 
prevent an ex-SAS man pub- 
lishing his memoirs abroad, 
raising the spectre of another 
Spycatcher fiasco. Last night 
the MoD said: “We will certainly 
seek to enforce the contracts 
wherever in the world wc can”. 

Should an cx- member of the 
Special Forces break the con- 
tract. however, it is debatable 
whether a civil court would 
rule in the MoD's favour, giv- 
en the difficulty of getting wit- 
nesses to testify. 





Hidden menace: Campaigners gathered in Trafalgar Square yesterday f°ra«gil 
a year killed or maimed by landmines. They hope to persuade governments to agree a global ban Photograph. 


Ralph Erie 


Only Currys bring you all this 


DAILY POEM 


From The Small-Pox 

By Lady Maiy Wortley Montagu 



MOBILES 


NO LINE RENTAL 



LOWEST 

PRICES 



FOR A WHOLE YEAR 




Find a lower price for the same product and offer, 
complete, new, boxed and in stock in a local shop 
within 7 days of purchase and we'll match it. 

WE’LL NEVER BE BEATEN 


SONY 

Mobile Phone 

■ Smart, compact design. 

■ Up to 24 hours standby 
time/90 minutes 

talk time. 

■ Backlit keypad and 
display. 

Model CM-H355. 

HURRY! LIMITED STOCK 


ED EC 2 YEARS OF 
riiEE FREE CALLS 

ON All. THESE CELLNET ANAlOfiUi PHONES 


FREE 


...*«-•• • ■ A 


CONNECTION 
NO MONTHLY 
LINE RENTAL 

FOR 
1 YEAR 


ALL YOU 
PAY FOR 
ARE 
YOUR 
CALLS 


tine Rental usually 


£ 14.99 


hrrs'.i I , 

Ft 







The wretched Flaxia, on her couch reclined. 

Thus breathed the anguish of a wounded mind. 

A glass reversed in her right hand she bore. 

For now she shunned the face she sought before. 

'‘How am / changed! a/as! how am J grown 
A frig/Ufid spectre, to myself unknown! 

Where's my complexion ? where the radiant bloom. 
That promised happiness for years to come? 

T». ...f. .1,.,..... r rf...- .unvivWf 


Then, with what pleasure l this face surveyed! 

To look mice more, my visits oft delayed! 
Charmed w 1th the view, a fresher red would rise. 
And a new life shot sparkling from my eyes! 

Ah! faithless glass, my wonted bloom restore! 
Alas! 1 raw, that bloom is now no more! 

"The greatest good the god* on men bestow, 
Ev'n south itself, to me is useless tune. 

There was a time (oli! that l could forget) 

When opera-tickets poured before my feet. 

And at the Ring, where brightest beauties slime. 
The earliest charries of the spring were mine... 
Now beauty's fled, and presents arc no more. 


At worst fatal, at best woefully disfiguring, smallpox was one 
of the most feared diseases of medieval and modem Europe. 
In the 16th century it affected half of the Tudors and their court. 
Edward Jenner. at the close of the lSlh century, observed that 
milkmaids were spared on account of developing cowpox first; 
80 years previously Lady Mary Wortley Montague, who hud 
suffered herself, witnessed the practice of smallpox innocu- 
lation in Constantinople by the introduction of pus from sores 
into the bloodstream, and bravely tried it on her son. She pub- 
lished her finding; in 1722. In 1980, the World Health Or- 
ganisation declared that smallpox bad finally been eliminated. 

This poem appears in Eighteenth-Ccnnuy Women lYvls. edit- 
ed by Roger Lonsdale, published by OUP, at £10.99. 
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Europe: Momentum is building for monetary union in 1999, but political integration will be postponed until next century 

Kohl submits to delay on integration £1 


SARAH HEIM 

Brussels 

Helmut Kohl, the Gennan 
Chancellor, has admitted pub- 
licly for the first time that Eu- 
rope may have to postpone its 
drive for further integration 
until after the single currency. 

Speaking before tomorrow’s 
European summit in Dublin, Mr 
Kohl said that if the talks on re- 
forming the Maastricht treaty - 
known as "Maastricht 2" make 
liufc progress, there would have 
to be a “Maastricht 3" confer- 
ence at a later date. 

Until now Mr Kohl has always 
slated that he believes further 
European political union must 
go hand in hand with monetary 
union. However, his latest re- 
marks suggest he now accepts 
that Europe does not have the 
stomach for the upheaval of both 
monetary union and further po- 
litical union at the same time. 

indications that Mr Kohl 
the leading integrationist, is 
toning down his ambitions for 
immediate reform of the Euro- 
pean Union will be welcomed by 
John Major, who has argued for 
a limited agenda from the start. 
Among the most far-reaching 
questions of reform probably to 
be delayed to Maastricht 3 - 
which would start well after the 
next general election - would be 
an increase in majority voting, 
one of the most contentious is- 
sues for the Tory government. 
Mr Major will join his European 
partners in Dublin tomorrow 
when the reform timetable will 
be on the agenda. 

In another sign of lowering 
expectations, there has been 
growing support within the EU 


for postponing the conclusion 
of the current round of the In- 
ter-Goweramental Conference 
(IGC) until the end of Luxem- 
bourg's presidency in Decem- 
ber 1997. It bad been widely 
anticipated that the conclusion 
would take place under the 
Dutch presidency in Amster- 
dam in June 1997. France, in 
particular, has been hinting 
that Europe should reduce its 
ambitions for the IGC and set- 



John Major Will welcome 
more limited agenda 

tie for a “short, sharp" series of 
reforms, and return to the wider 
questions of integration later. 

In Dublin this week Mr Kohl 
made it dear that he has not giv- 
en up his drive for greater po- 
litical union. He stressed that 
further European integration 
was both irreversible and vital 
for peace and prosperity. How- 
ever, when asked what would 
happen if the current round of 
IGC tails should faiL Mr Kohl 
said that if the discussions “do 
not solve all the problems, then 
there will be a Maastricht 3." 


Mr Kohl’s comments come as 
little surprise to those who have 
been closely involved in the pre- 

sent round of IGC discussions. 
For several months diplomats 
have been commenting on the 
deep malaise which surrounds 
the talks, which have become lit- 
tle more than a “paper chase". 
“Texts have been produced on 
every issue you can think of But 
there is no political impetus to 
think big," one EU official said. 

The idea of the current IGC 
lauoched amid great fanfair in 
Turin in March, was to re-write 
the L991 Maastricht treaty in or- 
der to modernise and retune the 
Elfs institutions to produce 
more integration and more ef- 
ficiency in preparation for the 
accession of new member states 
from Eastern Europe early in 
the next millennium. 

However, the IGC negotia- 
tors have been hampered by a 
lack of political impetus from 
their leaders. Not only in Britain, 
but in several other member 
states, public opinion has sig- 
nalled growing disquiet with 
the speed of integration. 

It is widely acknowledged 
that major reform will probably 
now not happen until the en- 
largement of the union is a re- 
alty. “When those countries are 
really knocking on the door, 
then the political will to make 
(he reforms might be there," an 
EU diplomat said yesterday. 

At the same time, it is ac- 
cepted in many capitals that the 
task of seeing through the 
change to a single currency, due 
to be launched in 1999, will be 
so overwhelming that other 
forms of political reform will 
have to be limited. 




Chancellor Helmut Kohl: Toning down his ambitions for Immediate political reform Photograph: Hermann Knippertz 


US worries over effect on dollar as euro gathers reality 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

The past week has brought the 
clearest possible signal that (he 
single European currency will 
be bom in 1999: the Americans 
are finally becoming interested 
in it. 

From cocktail party chat at the 
annual meeting of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
taking place this week to the for- 
mal meeting of the Group of 
Seven finance ministers Iasi 
weekend. Emu has been a sur- 


prisingly common subject of 
conversation in Washington. 

Kenneth Clarke. Britain's 
Chancellor, reported* “This has 
become a live issue." He added: 
“The Americans have reached 
the conclusion that Emu is like- 
ly to go ahead. They therefore 
wish to contemplate what 
preparations they must make.” 

Robert Rubin, the United 
Slates Treasury Secretary, told 
journalists that the administra- 
tion was concerned about the 
mix of fiscal and monetary pol- 
icy in Europe. With most Eu- 


ropean governments tightening 
their belts in order to get bud- 
get deficits below the Maastricht 
ceiling next year, the US thinks 
the level of interest rates on the 
Continent should be lower to 
compensate. “It is very impor- 
tant to the US that' Europe 
grows," Mr Rubin said. 

One US official described as 
“loopy" the Gennan insistence 
that cutting budget deficits would 
actually increase output thanks 
to lower long-term interest rates 
set by the financial markets. 

The US worry got short shrift 


from the Germans, however. By 
the end of the G7 meeting Mr 
Rubin was stressing the need for 
“credible programs to reduce 
fiscal deficits". Ministers also 
highlighted the need for con- 
tinued structural reform - rn otfa- 
er words, deregulation of labour 
and industry. 

But the short-term outlook 
has not been the only preoccu- 
pation of the round of meeting. 
The US has also started to turn 
its mind to the broader impli- 
cations of Europe’s move to a 
single currency. 


The thought uppermost in 
the mind of US administration 
officials was voiced by Wim 
Duisenberg, governor of the 
Dutch central bank, attending 
the IMF annual meeting. 
“There will be three players on 
the field of virtually equal 
strength," he said. This should 
not have come as a huge sur- 
prise to anybody. After all, the 
size of the market encompassed 
by a single currency has always 
been presented as one of the key 
economic benefits. 

The Americans are beginning 


to fret about what it will mean 
far the chronically weak dollar 
when the Euro conies into ex- 
istence, especially if the Euro 
behaves a lot like the Gennan 
mark. The dollar’s role as a 
world reserve currency could di- 
minish further.. 

Another implication much 
discussed by officials in Wash- 
ington was that the creation of 
the European Central Bank 
would be matched faster than 
anybody has been anticipating by 
a single European view on fiscal 
policy. Many now expeqt that fi- 


nance ministers in the Euro 
area will have to form a collec- 
tive view, leading to away rapid 
integration of fiscal policy. 

For small countries such as 
the Netherlands, this is an at- 
tractive avenue- to greater in- 
fluence bn the world economic 
stage. For Italy and Britain, 
numbers five and six in the G7. 
it points to the shrinkage of their 
influence in the longer term. It 
also indicates the scale of the 
potential cost to the United 
Kingdom ofstayingout, and to 
Italy of failing to qualify. 


ANDREW GUMBEL. 

Rome . 

Will Romano Prodi go down in 
hi^oiy as ffie prime minister 
who catapulted Italy into Eu- 
ropean -monetary union in 
record time, or the man who 
messed -itaO up? 

With his governing coalition 
growing restive, parliament 
sharpening its knives Jo debate 
his tax-ridden budget proposals, 
and Jacques Chirac arriving 
for a highly uncomfortable bi- 
lateral summit, the Italian pre- 
mier was battling yesterday not 
only to preserve his country’s 
credibility, but also his own. 

Mr Prddi has been at the eye 
of a pan-European storm ever 
since he decided last week to 
(fitch Italy’s carefully laid public 
finance plans in flavour of an aus- 
terity budget that he promised 
would be enough to qualify Italy 
for the single European curren- 
cy from the word go. 

First, Mr Prodi hims elf ad- 
mitted that it would take as much 
luck as judgement for the bud- 
get to bring the country’s pub- 
lic finances even remotely into 
line with the Maastricht criteria. 
Then Mr Chirac nibbed salt into 
the woonds by stating flalfy that 
Italy would not be in the initial 
line-up - a remark which 
sparked such a diplomatic storm 
that he was later forced to retract 
it, but one which will surely 
heighten the tension in Naples 
this morning when he meets Mr 
Prodi to discuss the next stage 
of European integration. 

In the past few days, some of 
Mr Proofs own political sup- 
porters have been belittling his 
initiati ve as. "dumsy”, “ama- 
teur”, and “haphazard”. The 
right wing of his Olive Tree 
coalition has balked at his high 
tax proposals and at his refusal, 
prompted fay the far-left on 
whose votes he depends in par- 
liament, to cut into pensions and 
health care charges. 

Meanwhile Massimo D’Ale- 
ma, the leader of the left-wing 
PDS and Mr Prodi’s most im- 
portant political sponsor, has 
publicly criticised the buret's 
high housing-tax provisions, 
and urged them to be revised. 
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Union 
leaves 
, Germans 
divided 


Middle East: Threat of renewed Palestinian violence as leaders return home 

Israel the summit victor 
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iMREKARACS 

Bonn 

Jhehvo naikms of Germany 
commemomed their union yes- 
terday m sombre mood. Six 
yean after the German Demo- 
cratic Republic was subsumed 
into the Federal Republic, east 
and wesL are united only by a 
sense of gloom, amid a growing 
realisation that parity is stm 
more tiisn & decode ttwsiy. 

The fading dream of forging 
one people has been replaced by 
bitterness on both sides. The 
Wsssies -seen in the “Zone” as 
arrogant and intolerant products 
of the “elbow society” -resent the 
high price-tag attached to the pro- 
ject. Some 750bn marks (£326bn) 
have been sunk into eastern 
Germany so far, but the invest- 
ment has produced little efividend. 

As for the human dimension, 
the two peoples have less to do 
with one another than Bosnia's 
disparate ethnic groups. A re- 
cent survey has revealed that a 
West Berliner is five times more 
likely to marry a foreigner than 
someone from the other side of 
the invisible Wall. Nearly four- 
fifths of eastern Germans regard 
themselves as second-class cit- 
izens in their new country. 

Perceptions about the amount 
of cash the Ossies deserve and 
the gratitude they are expected 
to display in return lie at the 
heart of the enmity between the 
two communities.’ Western tax 
payers are painfully aware of the 
7.5 per cent lopped off their 
earnings every month to pay for 
a perceived eastern profligacy. 
The burden of reconstruction 
has already brought the econo- 
my in the west to a standstill. 

The sense of pessimism has, 
however, masked the progress. 
Six years ago the GDR was a 
country with foil employment 
but empty shops and no pros- 
pects. Now the service sector 
is better than its western equiv- 
alent, and productivity in east- 
ern factories often outstrips 
that of the parent company on 
the other side. 

What eastern Germany has 
been experiencing might well 
have been described as “an eco- 
nomic miracle”. That h is not, 
owes a great deal to possibly the 
only view Ossies and Wrasies 
have in anmnon: that East Ger- . • 
mam: axe a nation of losers. 


WRICK COCKBURN 

Jerusalem 

For once Israelis and Palestini- 
ans are agreed. Israel beBeves 
that from its point ofvicw the ■ 
Washington summit was a suc- 
cess and Palestinians say tiiat for 
them it was noL “We got noth-- 
mg," said Ghassan Khalib. a 
Palestinian commentator. “The. 
summit was a complete faflure." 

In two days of .talks with 
President Bin Clinton and Yass- 
er Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader, Benjamin Netany ahu , 
(he Israeli Prime Minister gave, 
n o da te for the partial with, 
drawal of Israeli troops from 
Hebron and refused to dose the 
tunnel under the old city of 
Jerusalem which sparked off the 
fighting in which 15 Israelis 
and 59 Palestinians died. 

From next Sunday there are 
to be continuous negotiations 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tinians over redeployment in 
Hebron and security issues. 
President Clinton is to lead the 
services of his Middle-East co- 
ordinator, Dermis Ross, for the 
talks at the Erez checkpoint 
near Gaza. 

The Palestinians seem per- 
ilously dose to renegotiating the 
agreement on Hebron, signed 
a year ago, which is exactly what 
(hey did not want to do. The 
only small gain for the Pales- 
tinians is a general target dale 
for redeployment in Hebron 
which was reportedly given by 
Mr Netanyahu to Mr Pinio n. 

Mr Khatib believes Mr 
Arafat would have been in a 
stronger position if he had re- 
fused to go the summit “unless 
he received concrete assur- 
ances that he would get some- 
thing". He would not have been 
alone in refusing to go because 
President Mubarak, the Amer- 
icans’ principal Arab ally in the 
Middle East, had turned down 
an invitation to Washington 
because Israel was offering 
nothing. 

There was little visible reac- 
tion to thesummir on the West 
Bank or in Gaza. The Israeli 
army has sealed off all towns 
and villages from each other. 

At Halhoul, near Hebron, 
which has been placed under 
curfew, a 14-year-old boy was 
shot dead and two other 
teenagers were wounded by Is- 
raeli soldiers when they threw 
stones at a military vehicle. . 
Although the Palestinians 
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A Palestinian scuffles with an Israeli soldier tryii^to arrest Ids son after clashes hi Hebron yesterday Photograph: AP 


got nothing in Washington, 
their overall position is stronger 
than before the demonstra- 
tions and killings , but week. 
They are more unftbd,4he cced- 
ibflity of the Palestinian Au- 
thority has increas«sg*nd they 
have won interaaii|«jd sup- 
port. But critics of M!nj»pi£at say 
Palestinians are petMpfori-np 
with him attendinj^ftenaa- 
tionaJ summits whj&dtaiSttm. 
no good. Khahd Art&wjra a 


journalist in Hebron, said: “We 
are sick of these futile symbols.” 

The summit showed that 
President CJmlon is prepared to 
protect Mr Arafat personally, 
out not to pressure Israel into 
making concessions. A month 
ago the White House had re- 
portedly told Mr Netanyahu 
that be would not meet the Pres- 
ident unless be first met Mr 
Arafat. Professor Israel Shahak, 
a radical critic of Mr Arafat, 




said: “Arafat is becoming like 
many Third World leaders, an 
instrument through which the 
international community main- 
tains stability” 

There is little likelihood, at 
least in the immediate future, 
that Mr Arafat will face serious 
criticism from the 23 millkin 
Palestinians of the West Bank 
and Gaza, whatever the views 
of the intelligentsia. Even in the 
streets of Hebron, people said 
they had expected nothmg from 
Washington and they had want- 
ed Mr Arafat to go there to pre- 
sent their case. The Palestinian 
media, which are all officially 
controlled or influenced, laud- 
ed Mr Arafat's achievement at 
the summit. 

Any fighting in the immedi- 
ate future is most likely to be be- 
tween the Israeli army and the 
40,000-strong Palestinian police, 
many of whom, in fact, are 
combat troops. Palestinians fear 
that the army may be looking for 
an excuse to seek revenge for 


its losses last week, particular- 
ly in the fighting around 
Joseph's Tomb in Nablus. Mr 
Arafat has stopped demon- 
strations at Israeli checkpoints, 
although some members of Fa- 
tah. his own organisation, Fatah, 
disagree with this. 

The Palestinians' disap- 
pointment with the summit was 
mirrored across the Arab world. 
In Egypt, Amr Moussa, the 
Foreign Minister, said: “It is 
clear that the Israelis did not 
come to Washington to make 
progress. The proposals sub- 
mitted by the Israeli delegation 
constitute a total retreat from 
the framework of peace.” 

■ Yigal Amir, his brother Ha- 
gai and Dror Adani, a friend in 
the army, were sentenced to ad- 
ditional jafllenre in lei Avw for 
their plots to kill Yitzhak Ra- 
bin, the prime minister whom 
they finally assassinated at the 
end of last year. The judge, Am- 
non Slrashnov, described them 
as the “sons of evil''. 
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For this you need three 
children and several 
Guatemalan policemen. 

METHOD: 

Use cigar to burn out eyes. 
With pliers, rip out tongues, 
leave to die. 


You don’t surely require more details. We 
have them all — names, dates, places 
and the horrifying catalogue of 
injuries — in a yellowing file at 
Amnesry International. 

Its an old case. The children have been 
dead for some years. Their murderers have still 
not been brought to justice. Makes you angry, 
doesn't it? 

Well, do something about it. 

Amnesry International does a huge amounr 
of good work in the world. 

But if people like you wont join us. we’II 
never be as effccrivc as we should and could be. 

Come on. This is the moment. 

Pick up your pen or pick up the phone and 
join us or make a donation today. Thank you. 
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securi ty chief, that he mav quit 
after less than four months in 
™Sh office - a move which 
would tree him to work exclu- 
sively on his campaign lo su£_ 
ceetf Boris Yeltsin. 

At the same time. Mr v>h«n 


pointedly endorsed the former 
general's peace deal in Chech- 
nya, singling it out for praise 
d uring a radio address to the na- 
Uon made in an effort to prove 
J° ™s Q “ping anny of critics that 
he is still in charge in Russia. 

Ml Lebed the Rnccian am. 


eramenrs peace envoy to the 
war zone and the architect of 
the Chechen accord, had "ful- 
filled my instructions”, said the 
president, who is hi hospital 
awaiting a multiple coronary by- 
pass operation later this year. 


significant shorts 


Taliban deny 

political 

round-up 

Afghanistan's Islamist Tal- 
iban rulers denied they had 
been rounding up members 
of the ousted government of 
President Buihanuddin Rab- 
bani in Kabul. Acting Infor- 
mation and Culture Minister 
Amir Khan Mutaqi said: 

“We are only interrogating 
those involved in looting in 
the Taliban’s name.” He said 
fewer than 70 people had 
been detained Amnesty In- 
ternational accused the Tal- 
iban on Wednesday of 
seizing up to 1,000 prisoners 
in the capital. Settler - Kabul 

US troops for 
Bosnia 

A new force of 5,000 US 
troops wiD shortly leave Ger- 
many to' cover the. withdrawal 
of the 15,000 US troops in 
northern Bosnia when the 
peace implementation force 
mandate expires on 20 De- 
cember, the Pentagon has an- 
nounced The new force will 
remain in. Bosnia for six . 
months as the Hizla-based 
US component of the present 
52$00-strong force with- 


Russian in 
treason daim 

Security police have charged - 
a retired Russian navy cap- 
tain with treason, alleging he 
passed state secrets about 
nuclear submarines to a 
Norwegian environmental 
organisation. A Federal Se- 
curity Servk*.sj»kesman 
said Alexander NMtfe&wafc' 
charged withtreasOT&sve^ 
ing state secrets and forgery. 
Ratter- St Petersburg 

; . 

Albania iirtf 
joint exercisci 

The first Albanian-German 
military exercise, involving 
600 soldiers, got under way in 
northern Albania. Afoantan 
Defence Minister Safet Zhu- 
lali said Albania was aiming 
for “modennsation of the 

arnWf in order to reach Nato 
standards, and our goal isfo 

become Nato members, ine 

exercise id Fushekuq* north 
of Tirana, is part of ' 
IjanreVEartneisliip for Peace 
programme. AP— Fushetoui 


Muslim anger 
at Moscow 
police raid 

Outraged Muslim leaders 
demanded apologies from 
authorities fora “barbarian” 
raid by riot police on 
Moscow's main mosque in 
which worshippers allegedly 
were beaten and jailed. The 
raid occurred on Tuesday 
evening amid growing Russ- 
ian nervousness over Muslim 
fundamentalism, sparked in 
part by the war in Chechnya 
and events in Afgh anistan. 
Police said they were search- 
ing for weapons and crimi- 
nals. AP - Moscow 

Armenia 
election doubt 

Thousands of ballots cast in . 
Armenia’s disputed presi- 
dential vote were never 
counted, calling into ques- 
tion President Levon Tfcr- 
Petrosian’s re-election . . 
victory, international ob- 
servers said. A preErmnaiy 
report issued two days after 
the 22 September election .. 
-by the Organisation for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe said the fcregulari- 
ties were not a “systematic j 
attempt to deny the wiB of 
the people. 1 " AP-Yawan 

Pleaicr Burma 
sandions V 

Democracy leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi hasm^ed the Euro- 
pean Commission fo adopt' . 
sanctions agairKt Burma ror ' 
using forced and child labour 
the International Confedera- 
tion of Fj eeTxade Unions . 


toadet^c^inafibnedm- 
tenrieutfimug^ed out of Bur- 
ma ancf fopwn at EC hearings 
rin Monday, The hearing* 
a*4d lead to Bunnafeeiajg 
itoued'access t&ih&E&rp- 


wjth Feline Sj 
cephalopalby 
-Vaduz 
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Eritain-^Tlie and awareness 

is n „w«S per cent. d|5 , ase . 

arc tI 5 df best weapons .against rot. u 

Of breast cancer to he.p moximibc 
the chances of survival. 


Mkdcat 

disease- 

Liechtenstein ycpQjged its 
fust eue of « cat '^feriog 
from the feline equjyakptof 
mad cow thsease. The aage- 
year-old male cal was 
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Such remarks steal adbange 
of tack for Mr YeSds who has 
been increasingly frosty to- 
wards Mr Lebed since wfnribujg 
him imoihe heart of the Krem- 
lin in the hope of whining bis 
lLm voters in the presidential 
elections in July. Mr Lebed's 
oven campaigning, out- 
spoken i wwiH^ . iiiffcirlina ji^fa. 

mand for the Interior Minister, 

Anatoly Kulikov, to 1 m fired - 


r *- VUJJdblvbU KIHMC03GI W 

tension. - 

Bui, despite his praise, Mr 
Yeltsin’s slow but dear six- 
minute address was also an at- 
tempt to reassert his authority 
after a fortnight in which Mr 
Lebed repeatedly diallengedit 


met for the first time in more 
than two months, the Kremlin 
issued a statement saying that 
Mr Lebed has threatened to 
quit, apparently because he 
was angered over an appoint- 
ment to a committee handling 


senior nrifitauy posts, but Mr 
Yelfoe med ium to stay on. 
Whether ^e was accurate was 


r Oft- Wednesday, Mr Lebed 
hinted at his departure during 
a speech to foe Russian lower 
house of parliament, or State 
Duma, during which he was 
bedded by shoots of “traitor” 
bora MPs. Unfflce most erf their 
electorate, they see the deal as 
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lead to the republic’s secession. . 
More than 90 parfatnentarians 
have signed a letter to the bon- 
situtxmal court, arenstng Mr 
Lebed of exceeding his powers. 


Although Mr Lebed told 
them that his mandate as 


largely earned out, it is uncer- 
tain whether he was seriously 
contemplating resignation (his 
press office was keen to quash 
the suggestion). As one of the 
three most powerful men in the 
comtfry, be has tangible powers. 


wide access lo the media, and 
the abfifty to rase big money - 
crucial tools in Ws battle lo be- 
come prcsktapi, which he would 
be loathe to forfeit. 

Yet stsyingvrftfau the Yeltsin 
administration far too long 
could also damage his 
prospects. The Chechen deal is 
still highly precarious, although 
the separatists’ leader, Ze- 
jgnkhan Yandarbiyev, and the 


f urromi pnuJC VUfcUJ* 

Chern o myr din , posted on with 
the process by signing a “joint 
declaration of principles'' in 
Moscow yesterday. 

Thousands of workers across 
the nation are staging stop- 
pages, hunger strikes, after 


1IIIJ.THI IVII UiUilUi^l i UIU . 

general’s other main mission, 
that of crushing the country's 
rampant corruption, is going to 
be extremely hard to fulfil, not 
least because it has penetrated 
deep into the upper echelons of 
power. 
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Coup memories: Communists in Moscow celebrating the 1993 attempt to overthrow President Vo It sin Photograph: AP 
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Doonesbury wades 


m to cannabis row 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 


month. It demands that mari- 


Tul Zonker. It appears you may 
have gone too far in your crit- 
icism of California’s Attorney 
General. Dan Lungren. and 
what he did to that marijuana 
club in San Francisco. Have you 
heard? He is uying to have you 
rubbed out. 

It is true. Once more, real- 
life Republicans, this time Mr 
Lungren. are tangling with 
characters from fiction. In 
1492. it was sitcom character 
Murphy Brown, lambasted by 
Dan Quayle for wilfully pro- 
ducing a child out of wedlock. 
Now it is Zonker Harris, the 
hippie in the Doonesbury 
cartoon strip. 

[n a week-long series of strips 
that started this Tuesday, 
Zonker and his pal Cornell are 
pondering a ballot initiative 
that is to be voted on by Cali- 
fornians on election dav next 


Juana use be legalised for peo- 
ple with medical conditions 


such as Aids and cancer. 

The initiative, which has 
widespread support in die state, 
is a pel hate of Mr Lungren. a 
long-time opponent of drug-use 
Liberalisation. On 4 August, he 
made his point by raiding the 
Cannabis Buyers’" Gub in San 
Francisco and closing it down. 
Hidden behind an anonymous 
office front, the club had been 
supplying marijuana to about 
12,000 people claiming serious 
illnesses. 

While in violation of the law, 
the club had long been tolerat- 
ed by San Francisco's liberal 
leadership and even by the city 
police. A recent visit by this cor- 
respondent coincided with a 
march by club members in sup- 
port of the ballot initiative, at 
which police officers acted as 
cheerful escorts. 

“I can’t believe anvone would 


shut down the Cannabis Buyers’ 
Club,” Zonker lamented on 
Tuesday. “Who ordered the 
bust?" Cornell: “Dan Lungren, 
the State Attorney General. 
The local cops wouldn’t do it, 
so they had to bring in Repub- 
licans”. Zonker subsequently 
asks: “ What country are we liv- 
ing in - Germany? Russia? 
Idahor 

An unamused Mr Lungren 
held a news conference con- 
demning the Doonesbury strip 
and its author. Gany Trudeau. 
He also asked both the distrib- 
utor, the United Press Syndi- 
cate. and newspapers in 
California to drop the cartoon 
until the subject changes, or at 
least to run parallel disclaimers. 
So far. neither the newspapers 
nor the syndicate have paid any 
attention. 

“No one should be laughing,” 
Mr Lungren spat- “Make no 
mistake about it. These strips 
contribute to the national wink- 


and-nod attitude toward drug 
use”. Mr Lungren *s objections 
echo the Bob Dole presidential 
campaign, which in recent days 
has relentlessly accused Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton of cutting 
back on anti-drug efforts. In re- 
sponse. Mr Ginion yesterday 
signed a new law to combat the 
rapid rise in the US of metham- 
phetamine abuse. 

But like Mr Quayle with Ms 
Brown, Mr Lungren is taking a 
risk by targeting a highly pop- 
ular cultural icon. The long-run- 
ning Doonesbury is taken by 
1,400 newspapers in the US ana 
worldwide. 

Among those disgusted is 
San Francisco's Democrat May- 
or, WQlic Brown, who compared 
the Attorn ey General's actions 
to those of the Nazi Gestapo. 
Dennis Peron, the stQl defiant 
founder of the Buyers’ Gub, 
suggested that Mr Lungren was 
behaving like a cry-baby. His 
final word: “Waaar. 
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Bosnia and 
Serbia bury 
the hatchet 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


The presidents of Serbia and 
Bosnia agreed yesterday to es- 
tablish diplomatic relations be- 
tween tneir two countries, 
dealing a severe blow to Bosn- 
ian Serb hopes of splitting 
Bosnia and uniting the Serb- 
controlled zone with Serbia. 
Presidents Slobodan Milosevic 
and Alija Izetbegovic reached 
the agreement in Paris at talks 
hosted by President Jacques 
Chirac of France. 

The breakthrough was an- 
nounced two days after the 
United Nations tilted sanctions 
imposed on Serbia in 1992 in 
retaliation for Mr Milosevic's 
role in fomenting rebellions 
by Serb minorities in Croatia 
and Bosnia. 

'The time of confrontation 
and conflicts should be re- 
placed with a time of construc- 
tion and prosperity,” Mr 
Milosevic and Mr Izetbegovic 
said in a joint statement. 

The Serbian-Bosnian agree- 
ment mirrors an accord signed 
by Serbia and Croatia last Au- 
gust. Crucially, it states explic- 
itly that rump Yugoslavia 
(Serbia and Montenegro) ac- 
knowledges Bosnia's indepen- 
dence and territorial integrity. 

In effect, more than five 
years after the fighting in for- 
mer Yugoslavia broke out, Mr 
Milosevic has renounced the 
very goals that launched him on 
the path of war. These were to 
unite all the Serb populations 
of former Yugoslavia into one 
state, and even to annex parts 
of Croatia and Bosnia to create 
a Greater Serbian state. 

As things have turned out, Mr 
Milosevic's achievement boils 
down to the almost total de- 


struction at Croat hands of his- 
toric Serb communities in Croa- 
tia. and the creation of a 
Bosnian Serb Republic in 
Bosnia that is a pariah in the 
world and hostile to him per- 
sonally. Yet he has the conso- 
lation of ruling unchallenged in 
Serbia and being viewed by 
Western governments as a man 
whose co-operation was essen- 
tial to securing peaee in the 
Balkans. 

The Serbian-Bosnian accord 



Milosevic: Signed peace 
agreement in Paris 


Britain to host 


peace summit 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Defence Correspondent 


Britain will host the 50-nation 
international conference to 
agree arrangements for main- 
taining peace in Bosnia next 
year, it was confirmed yesterday. 

The conference will be at 
Lancaster House, London, on 
4-5 December, and wiU follow 
the pattern of the Peace Im- 
plementation Conference in 
London last December. 

High-level representatives, in- 
cluding foreign ministers, horn 
some 50 countries and the three 
newly elected members of the 
Bosnian Presidency - Alija 
Izetbegovic, Kresimir Zubak and 
Momcilo Krajisnik - will attend 

the meeting, chaired by Malcolm 
Rifidnd, the Foreign Secretary, 
and Bareness Chalker. Minster 
for Overseas Development. 

TTie most urgent item will be 
to agree the role of the military 
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does not necessarily mean that 
Bosnia's internal problems be- 
come easier to solve. The Bosn- 
ian Serb leadership campaigned 
in last month's Bosnian elections 
on a platform of. secession from 
Bosnia, and candidates sup- 
porting this message were vic- 
torious in Serb-populated areas. 

Perhaps the most difficult 
challenge facing post-war 
Bosnia is how to return as many 
refugees as possible home, and 
thereby end the physical sepa- 
ration of nationalities which 
occurred in the war and which 
Bosnian Serbs and Croats seem 
determined to maintain. 


$ 





follow-on force (Fo-For) which 
must replace the existing peace 
Implementation Force (I- Fori 
after 20 December. Nato’s 
North Atlantic Council will 
then meet on 10 December to 
confirm military plans. 

A follow-on mahan 1 force will 
continue Lobe involved in aims 
control, which will be discussed 
at Ihe conference. However, it 
is also expected to concentrate 
far more on supporting civilian 
reconstruction. The conference 
will tiy to gel Bosnia's leaders 
to reaffirm their commitment to 
the Dayton peace accords. 

It will also discuss the con- 
tentious issue of war criminals 
-there has been increasing crit- 
icism of the Nato governments 
for not ordering I-For to be 
more active on the matter. The 
conference will pressure Bosn- 
ian leaders in surrender war 
criminals hiding in their terri- 
tory. 


MQK!A 


i - 


4 


♦ j 

♦ . 


A 











THE INDEPENDENT . FRIDAY 4 OfTTORETR iqo* 


< « 
C (j. 


Great Leader’s aura Mis to illuminate Korean mystery 



In the name of the father; The late Kim II Sung and original Great Leader (left) and his son 
Kim Jong II; the latter has not assumed his tattler’s full panoply of titles and power 

Seoul fears new p* - 
wave of terror 


Sonboag, North Korea — “When 
yoa finally meet someone whom 
you've been brought up all your life 
to love and trust beyond all others,” 
said Han Song. Chun, “it's a proud 
and very moving moment it was in 
1994. 1 Only shook hands with him 
and said hello, but he exceeded all 
my expectations. He was much 
more ullof abundant love and diar- 
iiy, modi more learned and bolfiant, 
hs voice was gentler and more 
melodious. In short, he was the 
Great Leader, Kim long EL 1 * 

If the man described by Mr Han, 
my guide in North Korea, sounds 
more like a living saint than one of 
the most feared iulere on earth, then 
this is no coincidence - the myths 
surrounding Kan Jong H, and his late 
father, the original Great Leader, 
Kim D Sung, always had more in 
common with religious fundamen- 
talism than the conventional Marx- 
ist personality cults of China or the 
Soviet Union. Stalin and Mao were 
Unde and Father to their people, but 
to men like Mr Flan, the rulers of 
North Korea - the late Kim H 
Sung, the 54-year-old Kim Jong H, 
and the Workers’ Party which they 
have successively lead - are more 
like Father, Son and Holy Spirit 
Just before the birth of the junior 
Kim, according to his official ha- 
giography, a swallow descended 
from heaven to announce the com- 
ing of “a prodioous general, who wifi 
rule over all the world”. Above his 
birthplace, a simple hut oa die holy 


Economic distress is creatirig pressure for 
change, writes Richard Lloyd Parry 


mountain of P&efcdn, a double rain- 
bow and a "Goidmg Star” appeared. 
Just as an earlier Saviour, 2,000 years 

elders Loathe Kim 

Jong II was, by his early teens, a lead- 
ing exponent of North Korea's 
home grown doctrine of juckc, or 
“self-reliance". 

Instead of crosses, party officials 
like Mr Han wear immature badges 
bearing the face of Kim H Sung 
whose renderings in the official 
iconography unconsciously borrow 
religions imagery. In one poster in 
Son bong, the late leader stands 
erect in front of a cone-shaped 
peak. The mountain’s snowy flanks, 
protruding from behind his shoul- 
ders, look like nothing so much as 
a pair of angers wings. 

Kit, Eke many religions, there is 
a mystery at the heart of North Ko- 
rea’s leadership. There are nigg Hi ^g 
doubts about the degree of power 
wielded b y Kim the Son. Since his 
father’s sudden death in 1994, he has 
made few appearances. His public 
utterances amount to a single sen- 
tence delivered at a military rally 
years ago. Most tellingly, in the two 
years since his fathers demise, he 
has stiQ not taken on the paramount 
titles of state president and gener- 
al secretary of the Workers’ Ruty. 

The question of leadership is ex- 


ceptionally important for a regime 
which remains one of the most un- 
predictable in fhe worid. Norffi Ko- 
rea 'combines a Gold Wa: army 
(around 1 million troops massed on 
the border with its arch-enemy. 
Sooth Korea) with a Hurd World 
economy in which industry and 
agriculture are declining so fast 
that it is basely able to feed its 22 
million people. Last month, Mr 
Han. ana bis comrades were wel- 
coming foreign businessmen to a 


peratdy needed arrestment to afree 
trade zone. Forty-eight hours later, 
a crew of commandos from a North 

Korean submarine were shooting it 

out with their South Korean coun- 
terparts after being washed up in an 
abortive spy mission. 

Hard information is so scarce 
that two opposite interpretations of 
the state of the North Korean lead- 
ership have arisen. The optimistic 
viewnn&gcxKlieasoiisfor Kim Jang. 
ITs reluctance to assume the full man- 
tle of power. Confucian ethics and 
filial foyahy, it is pointed out, makes 
a hasty transferral of power un- 
seemly. Kim is frilly confirmed as 
leader of the-anned forces, a posa- 
tkm from which be can judge the best 
IPP ffl ep* tn riarm hfe hirthTTgfrt- And 

in several areas North Korea has act- 
ed with a shrewdness indicating a 


strong guiding hand -particulariythe 
free-trade zone, and the 1994 deal 
with US under which Pyongyang 
agreed togive up a suspected midear 
weapons' programme in return for 
frid o2 and nuclear reactors. 

• The opposing view gees North Ko- 
rean policy '« no more than a des- 
perate reaction to events which has 
served only to delay , rather than 
head off the inevitable reckoning. 

' Initiatives such as the free-trade 
zone, and the admission of inter- 
national aid workers to cope with the 
food crisis, are too little, too late and 
the submarine fiasco only underlines 

' the lack of co-ordinated leadership, 
offering a welcome to the outside 
world with one hand and, with the 
other, stabbing it in the back. 

“At best, I see Kim Jong II as an 
arbiter between different factions in 
the party and the mititaiy," says 
Aidan Foster-Carter, of Leeds Uni- 
versity's Korea Project “At worst, he 
is just a figurehead.” If some of them 
are in the army, then the conse- 
quences for North Korea and for ihe 
security of East Asia, could be grave. 

“I believe that sense kind of col- 
lapse must come, simply in the sense 

that the regime can't go on indefi- 
nitely as it is," says Mr Rster-Carler. 
“At some point economic distress 
must translate into political change, 
either in the form of grass roots re- 
bellion, or from the centre." In reli- 
gious terms, the question is whether 
North Korea must first suffer a 
painfol death, in order to rise again. 


RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 

In other circumstances, you 
might have taken them as' no 
more than random acts of ur- 
ban violence. 

Lute on Tuesday night, in two 
of the most lawless cities in East 
Asia, a pair of expatriates were 
savagely attacked. The first in- 
cident occurred in Vladivostok, 
the crime-racked port of the 
Russian Fur East, where a 54- 
year-old man was found blud- 
geoned to death on the stairs of 
his apartment block. 

The second took place in Ph- 
nom Penh, equally notorious 
capital of Cambodia, where a 46- 
year-old hotel executive lies in 
a coma after being shot in his car 
by an unidentified motorcyclist. 
The crimes were separated by 
2,000 miles, but several things 
conspire to cast them in a 
sinister lighL 

For a start, neither man ap- 
pears to have been robbed, al- 
though the wallet of the 
Vladivostok victim, a diplomat, 
contained the cash equivalent 
of $1,000. Most suspicious of aO, 
the attacks were both carried 
out on South Koreans, at a time 
when tension has escalated be- 
tween North and South Korea. 
The suspicion is that the attacks 


may be the latest shots in a dan- 
gerous confrontation between 
die Cold Whr rivals. 

The latest troubles began a 
fortnight ago with the discovery 
of a washed-up North Korean 
submarine on the coast of South 
Korea. It had apparently come 
to grief while engaged on a spy- 
ing mission, and 23 of its crew 
have so far been killed or cap- 
tured. Pyongyang claimed, im- 
plausibly. that the sub had 
simply drifted off course. Seoul 
insists equally unconvincingly 
that the craft was the precursor 
of a full-scale invasion. 

With the discreet mediation 
of the United States, the North 
had over the last two years 
been making faltering steps to- 
wards better relations with the 
outside world. Last year. South 
Korea grudgingly provided food 
aid after serious shortages; 
three weeks ago, the Stalinist 
North hosted an unprecedent- 
ed investment forum in an ef- 
fort to promote a free-trade 
zone. This week, however, the 
South Korean president, Kim 
Young Sam. announced that 
further aid and negotiation 
were out of the question, and 
put the forces on high alert. 

At a meeting with the Amer- 
ican-led United Nations Com- 


mand in the demilitarised zone, 
the North Koreans threatened 
“serious consequences” for the 
deaths of their submarine crew. 

This, the suspicion about the 
two recent attacks. The murder 
of the diplomat in Vladivostok, 
Choi Duk Kun, is particularly 
ominous. Hafice said pubfiefy that 
political assassination was un- 
likely, but privately, they point 
to intriguing circumstantial ev- 
idence: three men of Asian ap- 
pearance were seen running 
away: Vladivostok is only 100 
miles from the North Korean 
bonder, andoneofMrCftofsre- 
sponsibffities at the consulate was 
to monitor North Korean affairs. 

Even if there was no con- 
nection. the peninsula is in for 
a tense and dangerous few 
months in which the slightest ir- 
ritation by other ride may pro- 
voke a dramatic response. Since 
the end of the Korean War in 
1953, a Northern army of more 
than 1 million has been facing 
South Korean and US forces 
across the demilitarised zone. 
With inferior equipment, and 
shortages of food and fuel, a 
full-scale attack would appear 
suicidal. But, according to a 
Japanese diplomat in Tokyo: 
“The danger is that either side 
will push die other just too far." 
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Andrei Lukanov 


.Andrei Lukanov- assassinated in 
Sofia on Wednesday, was a 
representative member of the 

lost generation of Communist 
leaders who attempted (o free 
[heir countries of totalitarian- 
ism whilst retaining the basic 
structures of socialism. 

Lukanov s public life went 
through three phases. The first 
was that of rising Communist of- 
ficial. He had a good start. His 
father had been a Communist 
exile in Moscow, where Luk- 
anov was bom in 1938. He was 
educated in the Soviet Union, 
graduating from the Moscow 
State Institute of international 
Relations. In 1963 he entered 
i he Bulgarian foreign service. 
His career was to culminate 
in his appointment as perma- 
nent Bulgarian delegate to 
Comecon. 

Whilst making his way up the 
diplomatic ladder, Lukanov 
had carefully nurtured In's 
parly career. He became a 
member of the Bulgarian Com- 
munist Party in 1963 and by 
1V79 was a candidate member 
of the poliiburo. For a man of 
Lukanov' s ability, experience, 
and connections, promotion to 
full membership appeared to 
be only a matter of lime. It was 
not. 

Thai Lukanov did not reach 
the very highest echelon of 
power was because the geron- 
tocratic party chief, Todor 
Lukanov. with his close rela- 
tionship with the Gorbachevites 
in Moscow*, was the natural 
chief for Bulgaria’s small but im- 
patient reformist clan, it was no 


surprise that Lukanov headed 
the centra] committtee faction 
which finally persuaded Zhivkov 
to step down on 10 November 
1989. 

The second phase of Luk- 
anov s life began with Zhivkov's 
fall. Lukanov was elected a full 
member of the poliiburo: he 
stepped on to the bridge just as 
the ship began to take water. 
But he was no rat; he did not 
desert; instead he put his 
hands to the pumps. He was a 
natural choice for the round 
table meetings between gov- 
ernment and opposition which 
charted the way towards the first 
post-Communist elections in 
June 1990. The Bulgarian So- 
cialist Party (BSP), as the Com- 
munists had become, emerged 
as the largest party and it 
fell to Lukanov to form an 
administration. 

It did not last long. Lukanov 
failed to persuade the other par- 
ties to join him in a coalition 
government to administer the 
unpleasant medicine necessary 
to cure the nation’s manifold 
economic ills, and there were 
deep suspicions that the elec- 
tions which had brought him to 
power were fraudulent As the 
economic situation deteriorat- 
ed even further, opposition 
mounted until it drove Lukanov 
from office in November. 

In the final stage of his life 
Lukanov continued his political 
campaign for reform and reac- 
tivated his old connections in 
the foreign trading sector. In the 
political world his vociferous 
support for thorough and rapid 


reform made him sharply crit- 
ical of the BSP government 
which came into office in 
January 1995. 

His commercial life at first 
seemed even less successful 
than his political campaigns. In 
1992 he spent some months in 
prison for alleged financial mis- 
demeanours, and further accu- 
sations were to follow. They did 
not, however, prevent Lukanov 
from becoming a prominent ex- 
ample of what Bulgarians had 
come to call “red business- 
men". His previous experience 
in foreign trade and nis close 
association with Russia were im- 
portant factors in his appoint- 
ment in May 1995 as chair man 
of the Bulgarian -Russian gas 
company Tbpenergy, which was 
to construct a gas pipeline from 
the Bulgarian port of Burgas to 
carry energy to Turkey, Greece 
and Macedonia. In July 1996 , 
for reasons which have never 
been made clear, Lukanov was 
removed from this post 

During boLh his political and 
financial careers Lukanov had 
made many enemies, but be 
had also made friends. A 
most accomplished linguist 
and a man of considerable cul- 
ture, he was clubbable as well 
as capable. 

Richard Cramp! on 

Anatoly Karlov Lukanov, politi- 
cian. : bom Moscow 26 Septem- 
ber 1928; Minister of Foreign 
Economic Relations, Bulgaria 
1987-90, Prime Minister 1990; 
married (one son, one daughter); 
died Sofia 2 October 1996. 



Joonas Kokkonen 


In 1979. Joonas Kokkonen's 
only opera, The Last Tempta- 
tions. then Just four years off its 
composer's desk, was taken by 
the Finnish National Opera on 
a tour of seven foreign houses, 
the most prestigious of them the 
Met in New York. In London, 
the visitors had to make do with 
the cramped conditions of 
Sadler's Wells Theatre. 

The traglamorous libretto, 
dealing with the obsessive reli- 
giosity of a backwoods evange- 
list who neglects his family for 
his intemperate faith, is dad in 
music that expresses deep hu- 
man sympathy, hinting through 
the course of the opera at a 
hymn that finally emerges in an 
uplifting, infectiously joyous 
major-key chorus. At the curtain 
the capacity Sadler's Wells au- 
dience leapt to its feet and 
gave the work a tumultuous re- 
ception, with an enthusiasm 
such as I have never experi- 
enced for any other work, new 
or old, opera or anything else. 
To date. The Last Temptations 
has had well over 200 perfor- 
mances- an achievement prob- 
ably unrivalled in recent times. 

Its success confirmed Kokko- 



Kokkonen: a humanist 

nen's position as the most im- 
portant figure in Finnish musi- 
cal life after Sibelius and 
launched single-handedly the 
current revival of Finnish opera. 
Kokkonen was also a pianist, a 
writer, a music administrator 
and a teacher. And for 40 years 
he composed, slowly and 
steadily, eventually producing 
a catalogue of some 50 
works that contains music of 
unambiguously high quality. 

Bom in central Finland in 
1921, Kokkonen studied musi- 


cology and piano, with Selim 
Palmgren. at Helsinki Univer- 
sity and, military service inter- 
rupting his time as a student, 
graduated in 1949, a year after 
completing the Piano Trio that 
marked the beginning of his ca- 
reer as a composer. He had also 
taken classes in instrumentation 
with the gifted Leo Funtelc and 
spent some time abroad with 
Haims Jelinek in Vienna. “But 
especially,” he later reminisced, 
“I studied with Bach. Bach is the 
greatest teacher." 

Kokkonen supplemented his 
income as a pianist and cham- 
ber musician with work as a crit- 
ic and broadcaster. Though his 
music may have come to him 
hesitantly, he was a fluent pro- 
ducer of words, particularly in 
the 1950s and 1960s: the close- 
ly set catalogue of writings at the 
end of an anthology assem- 
bled by Kalevi Aho in 1992 
comes to over 40 pages. 

As a teacher, Kokkonen was 
a magnet for composition stu- 
dents from all across the Nordic 
countries, many of them going 
on to become the most promi- 
nent composers of the follow- 
ing generation: SaUincn. Paavo 


Heininen and Pehr Henrik 
Nbrdgren in Finland, Ragnar 
Soderlind from Norway, and 
countless others. For a decade, 
beginning in 1949, Kokkonen 
lectured at the Sibelius Acad- 
emy. until he was made pro- 
fessor of composition there. In 
1963, he was elected a member 
of the Finnish Academy, the 
most prestigious honour in 
Finnish intellectual life. Two 
years after that, he became the 
president of the Society of 
Finnish Composers, one of 
many positions in which he 
worked tirelessly to improve 
musical life in Finland. 

Whatever his local standing, 
the music makes Kokkonen a 
figure of international signifi- 
cance. Besides The Last Temp- 
tations. his crowning gloiy, there 
are several choral works, in- 
cluding a Requiem, four sym- 
phonies and a handful of other 
orchestral pieces, three string 

S iartets, a piano quintet and 
at trio, piano pieces f mostly 
early) and a scattering of songs. 

lake Beethoven's, his output 
falls into three approximate 
phases, each development 
marked by a string quartet. 


though across these divisions his 
style, which has something of 
Sibelius refracted through 
Bartdk, remains unmistakably 
his own: luminous, mefodious, 
calmly powerful. His earliest 
compositions led to a period of 
experimentation with dode- 
caphony, passing through a 
more explicit preoccupation 
with logical, symphonic growth, 
to the diatonic world othis last 
few works, not designated as in 
specified keys but adhering un- 
ambiguously to tonal centres. 

Indeed, even in his 12-tone 
pieces. Kokkonen uses triadic 
harmonics, giving off a deep, 
warm glow in afl his scores. His 
First Symphony, for example, 
despite its use of 12-tone tows 
as the cornerstones of its con- 
struction, is saturated with tri- 
adic harmony: he was too much 
of a humanist to write music 
that didn’t appeal to the heart 
as much as to the brain. And the 
best of it - honest, sincere mu- 
sic of a type many composers 
seem reluctant to write these 
days - affects the heart very 
directly. 

Kokkonen told me in 1991, 
"I am a composer who gets 


everything ready in his head. No 
sketches, no short score. I write 
everything directly out in full 
score." But he never found 
composing especially easy (The 
Last Temptations, for example, 
took him 16 years) and he 
seems never really to have re- 
covered from the death in 1979 
of his second wife, Maija, com- 
memorated in the luminous 
and deeply felt Requiem fin- 
ished in 1981. 

In his last years, writing mu- 
sic became harder yet, and nei- 
ther Kokkonen's prodigious 
intake of alcohol nor his severely 
arthritic bands can have helped, j 
One result is that a Fifth Syra- ! 
phony, long rumoured to be in 
preparation, never made it on 
to paper and will go with him 
to the grave. 

Martin Anderson 


Joonas Kokkonen, composer 
bom ItsalmL Finland 13 No- 
vember 1921: married 1943 
Maire Sisko M&ldnen (one son, 
two daughters; marriage dis- 
solved 1953), 1954 Maija Heljo 
(died 1979; two daughters), 1980 
Anita Pakoma ; died JSrvenpaa, 
Finland 2 October 1996. 


Gerald Darling 


Gerald Darling spent all his pro- 
fessional life in legal circles in 
London where he practised at 
the Admiralty Bar, but returned 
on retirement to his native 

Omagh- Co Tyrone. _ 

He was bom in 1921, in Hr- 
ganagh Rectory, where his 
grandfather Gerald Monaity 
was Rector, and his commit- 
ment to Northern Ireland was 
a strong theme througltout his 
life. Academically he was a 
high flier. His first school was 
at Omagh. A scholarship to 
Harrow followed where, with 
a Gold Medal for a Greek es- 
say, he took a Q assies scholar- 
ship to Hertford College, 
Oxford. Yet, when he won a 
prize to visit Greece, war pre- 
vented him from taking it up 
and ironically, despite his life- 
long love of the Classics, he 
never set foot in the wine-dark 
sea of Homer. 

At the age of 18 be began an 
outstanding career in the 
RNVR, from 1940 to 1946, as 
a Fleet Air Arm pilot, later be- 
coming Chief Test Pilot with the 
Mediterranean Fleet A dan- 
gerous job and few of his col- 
leagues survived the war. He 
himself crash-landed, suffering 
severe injuries including a 
smashed pelvis. The prognosis 
was that he would never walk 
again but following the Greek 
motto on his aircraft, meaning 
"Know Thyself*, he character- 
istically defied all the odds, 
learning to ride again both 
horse and bicycle. He main- 
tained his connection with the 
Navy through the RNVR, ris- 
ing to the rank of Lieutenant- 
Commander. 

When the war ended he re- 
turned to Oxford to complete 
his degree before being called 
to the Bar, by the Middle Tem- 
ple, He specialised in Admiralty 
work and became leader of the 
Admiralty Bar, taking silk in 
1967 and being called to (he 
Bench in 1972. He was an in- 
ternational authority on sal- 
vage at sea and was awarded 
the Lloyd's Silver Medal in 
1991 (previously awarded to a 
Russian cosmonaut). 

In 1979 he was invited by the 
Queen Mother to become Ad- 
miralty Judge to the Cinque 
Pons when she became Lord 
Wfcrden. It was an office he 
greatly cherished. 

On the death of his father in 



Darting: salvage at sea 


1958 he had inherited Crevc- 
nagh House, near Omagh, 
where, from his schooldays* he 
had spent mam. happy holidays 
with his extended family. He 
. was proud of his descent from 
the Auchinlcck family who had 
always lived there, and resolved 
to maintain it as a family home 
despite his ties to life in Lon- 
don. (In his London office you 
would find a Donegal land- 
scape and a map showing 
the wartime achievements of 
Ulster.) 

In 1990 he became Deputy 
Lieutenant of Co Tyrone and in 
1993 High Sheriff. In his obse- 
quies address Bishop Hannon 
of Clogher paid tribute to Ger- 
ald Darling’s contribution to the 
work of Edenderry parish, 
where he had served as parish 
secretary. In the lownlands of 
Omagh his roots went deep. 
Bishop Hannon related how, 
before a major court appear- 
ance, Darling would case the 
tension by thinking of his 
favourite spots on the river, the 
snipe bugs and mountains of Ty- 
rone. Strangely, after a lifetime 
of trout-fishing, he caught his 
first salmon only last year. One 
of his family remembers the 
fishing picnics in childhood - 
“as unfortunately a mizzly day 
is good for fishing the picnics 
were often rather damp 
affairs". 

But that was balanced by 
the warmth of bedtime stone* 
in the family flat in the Middle 
Temple where it is said the 
family below, willy-nilly, added 
to the appreciative audience for 
Darling Vi dramatic readings of 
Winnie the Pooh. He would, 
friends say, haw been equally 
at home "as a farmer, taking 
great pride in his forestry and 
Belled Galloway cattle and 
never more at home than work- 
ing in ragged jeans with his 
chainsaw. 

A permanent record of Ger- 
ald Darling his distinction as a 
lawyer will be his contribution 
to that definitive work. Hals- 
btiry's Laws of England (Admi- 
ralty and Ship Collisions), the 
third edition of 1952. In 1W2 
he was made an Honorary 
Bencher of the Northern 
Ireland Bor. 

Roy Bradford 

Gerald Ralph Auchinlcck Pur- 
ling. banister-at-law: born £>- 
ganagh. Co Tyrone 8 December 
1921; called to the Bar. Middle 
Temple 1950, Bencher 1972, 
Treasurer 1991; Barrister. North- 
ern Ireland 1957, Honorary 
Bencher 1992; RD 1967; QC 
1967; member. Panel of Lloyd's 
Arbitrators in Salvage Cases 
1967-78. Appeal Arbitrator I9?S- 
91; member. Panel of Wreck 
Commissioners 1967-96; QC. 
Hong Kong 196S; Judge. Atbni- 
ralty Court of the Cinque Pons 
1979-96; trustee. Royal .Verve/ 
Museum J9S5-90: Lloyd’s Silver 
Medal 1991; married 1954 Susan 
Hobbs (one son, one daughter!: 
died Londonderry 13 September 
1996. 


Frances Lear 


Frances Lear was a political ac- 
tivist and Hollywood wife w ho 
spent some $25m she received 
from a divorce settlement on a 
magazine she named after her- 
self Lear provided something 
of an example for the divorced 
women of America. **I believe 
the second half of one’s life is 
meant to be better than the first 
half." she once commented. 
“It certainly is true of me." 

In 1985" she divorced her 
third husband. Norman Lear, 
the successful television pro- 
ducer of television series like All 
m the Famih and Maude, and re- 


ceived over SlOOrn in a settle- 
ment. one of the largest ever 
recorded. She claimed, and it 
was generally agreed, she was 
the model for Maude, played by 
Bca Arthur, and that Mr Lear 
could not have produced the 
shows without her. 

She subsequently sank S25m 
into Lear's, a magazine aimed 
for women like herself - “for the 
woman who wasn't bom yes- 
terday". Circulation quickly 
grew until she decided to aban- 
don the older age niche and 
compete with other women's 
magazines. By 1994 circulation 


had reached half a million 
copies but Lears failed to attract 
enough advertising and closed 

She was known as a hot-tem- 
pered editor who sought, but re- 
liably ignored advice, and 
changed her mind capriciously. 
A staff member recalled Lear's 
reaction when she was told she 
could not change a quole.“Jt is 
my magazine." she shouted.“J 
can do what I want." 

Earlier. Lear made a name 
for herself among feminists, 
working on Eugene McCarthy's 
196S presidential bid and with 
the National Organisation for 


Women on behalf of equal 
rights causes. But as her hus- 
band's television career look off 
in the 1 970s she felt increasingly 
stifled once commenting chat 
a woman in Hollywood is 
nothing “unless she is under 21, 
powerful or a star". 

She attributed her fiery 
streak to having lived in Holly- 
wood and freely discussed her 
manic-depression, alcoholism 
and the several suicide attempts 
she had made over the years. 
“I’ve always been both Lough 
and fragile, she said in an in- 
terview in 1992. “1 had to be 


tough because the fragility was 
so at the ready to take over." 

Frances Lear was bora in 
Hudson. New York, at a home 
for wayward girls, the child of 
an unwed mother and an un- 
known father, and was adopt- 
ed at the age of 14 months. In 
her autobiography. The Sec- 
ond Seduction (1992), she re- 
lated years of sexual abuse at the 
hands of her stepmother's sec- 
ond husband, at the age of 12. 

After school in Massachusetts 
she moved to New York and 
worked at various secretarial 
jobs from which she was con- 


sistently fired. She worked 
briefly at the Copacabana night- 
club as a camera girl. That job 
ended when she asked Frank 
Costello, the famous gangster, 
if he would like his picture tak- 
en. Costello grabbed her under 
the arms, carried her out of the 
club and down the street, kissed 
her, and advised her to find a 
new line of work. 

She had two short-lived mar- 
riages, first to a traffic manag- 
er at a naval shipyard in North 
Carolina and secondly to a man 
of whom she later claimed she 
could not remember how to 


spell his name, before mariying 
Norman Lear. After raising two 
daughters, she realised that “we 
had become be" and she spent 
15 years summoning up the 
courage to leave the marriage. 

Edward Hefntore 

Evelyn (Frances) Lodi, magazine 
proprietor; bom Hudson, New 
York 14 July 1923; married first 
Arnold Weiss (marriage dis- 
solved), secondly Morton Kauf- 
mann (marriage dissolved), 1957 
Norman Lear (two daughters: 
marriage dissolved 1985); died 
New York 30 September 1996. 


Maurice Valency, playwright, 
died New York 28 September, 
aged 93. Notable for his adap- 
tations of Giraudoux's The 
Madwoman of Chaillot (which 
starred Audrey Hepburn) and 
Diirremnatt’s" 77jc Hsu (fea- 
turing Alfred Luni and Lynn 
Fontanne). Published a first 
□oveUAs/iby, when he was 81. 
Jean Cain, actress, died aged 87. 
The voice of Britain's first 
speaking clock. After winning a 
competition in 1936 to record 
for “TIM", the telephone 
recorded time service, she took 
to the stage professionally. 
Udom Patpongpauicb. died 
Bangkok 30 September, aged 
79. Developer of Patpong Road, 
Bangkok, as a "sin strip". 
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CVPL1N: Cm 2 delator ic- Acdvcn him 
C onnolly) and John, a Min. Wax 
John. 

DEATHS 

ROSENFELfh Sybil, theatre historian, 
suddenly at home, on 2 Ocioto r. Fu- 
neral il3D|>m on Tiunday -S Ocwhcr 
ji Golden urcen Crematorium. West 
Chapel. 
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vires, Wrddiog muiheiMirie*, la 
Mmonam) should bo sent in writing to 
the Gazette Cdllw The Independent, i 
Canada Square. Canary Wharf. London 
E145DL. telephoned Its 0171-2933411 or 
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Birthdays 

Professor Richard Batchelor. im- 
roimologisi, 65: Lord B laker, former 
government minister. 74; Sir Neville 
Bowman-Shaw, chairman. Boss 
Trucks Ltd. 6o: Miss Jackie Collins, 
novelist. 5^; Sir Terence Conran, 
chairman, lhc Conran Shop. 65: Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Kenneth Cross. 85: 
Mr Basil D'Oliveira, cricketer. 65; Mr 
Harry Greenway MP, 62; DrF. Dud- 
ley Han. rheumatologist. 87: Mr 
Charlton Heston, actor. 72: Sir John 
Hogg, former deputy chairman. 
Williams and Giyas Bank, 84; Mr 
Frank Keating, sports journalist, 59: 
Mr John McFall MP.5i Mr Richard 
Martin, former vice-chairman, AUied- 
Lyons. 04: Mr Tony Moo, snooker 
champion. 37: Sir Hector Monro MP 
74: Dr Gareth Owen, former Vice- 
Chancellor. University of Wales, 73; 
Mr Gavin Prilchard -Gordon, race- 
horse trainer, 51; Mr Giles Radicv 
MP. 6t>, Miss Annelu Rice, television 
presenter. 38; Mr John Rutherford, 
rugby footballer. 4 1; The Right Rev 
Dr Richard Say, former Bishop 
of Rochester. 82; Mr Marcus 

SctcheU. Surge on-Gynaceologisr io 

the Quaere 53; Sir Gervase Sheldon, 
former High Court judge, S3; Sir 
James Spicer MP, 71; Mrs Ann 
Thwaite, wriler, 64; Miss Ann Wid- 
dccombc MP, Minister of Slate, 
Home Office. 49. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Louis X (“The Stubborn”). 
King of France, 1239; Lucas Cranach 
the Elder ^ Lucas Muller), pointer. 
1472; Lucas Cranach the Younger, 
painter. 1515; Richard CromwclL 
Lord Protector. 1626; Giambattista 
Piranesi, engraver, 1720: Edmond 
Malone, Shakespearean scholar, 
1741: Francois- Pierre Guillaume 
Guizot, historian and statesman. 


1787; William Griggs, inventor of 
photo-chromolithography, 1832; He- 
len Lcaanens-Sherriagioa, sopra- 
no, 1834: Frederic Remington, 
painter, illustrator and sculptor. 
1861; Alfred Damon Runyon, writer 
and journalist. 1884; Henri Gaudier- 
Bizeska, sculptor. 1891; Engelbert 
Do U fuss, statesman, 1892; Buster 
Keaton (Joseph Francis Keaton), co- 
median. 1S95. Deaths: St Teresa of 
Avila (Teresa de Cepe da y Ahuma- 
da). Carmelite nun. 1582; ’Francesco 
Albani or Alb an a, painter, 1660; 
Alonzo Cano (El Grarudinoj, 
painter. architect and sculptor, 1667; 
Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, 
painter, 1669; Henry Carey, poet and 
musician, committed suicide 1743: 
Alexander Rimciman, painter, 17S5; 
John Rennie. civil engineer. 1821; 
Max Ludwig Planck, physicist. 1947; 
Sir Arthur Whitten Brown, pioneer 
aviator. 1948; Janis Joplin, rock 
singer. 1970. On this day: Peterbor- 
ough Cathedral was consecrated, 
1238; Miles Coverdale’s translation 
of the Bible was published, 1535; the 
independence of Belgium was pro- 
claimed. 1S30; the Boys Brigade 
was founded in Glasgow by Sir 
William Smith, 18S3: the first pub- 
lic escalator was opened at Earl's 
Court mxfciground station. 1911; 600 
Mis Rebecca Ann Latimer Pel Ion te- 
came the first woman in the US Sen- 
ate. 1922; Hitler and Mussolini met 
at [he Brenner Pass, 1940; the world’s 
first artificial satellite. Sputnik 1. 
was launched by the Soviet Union, 
1957: the first transatlantic passen- 
ger jet service started operating, 
I95& the Erst dose-up jaetimes of the 
moon were made from the Soviet Lu- 
nik III, 1959; Pope Paul VI became 
the first pope to visit America, 1965; 
Lesotho, formerly Basutoland, be- 
came independent, 1966. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Ammon. St Fronds 
of Assisi and St Pctronius of Bologna. 


Lectures 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Rat 
Earns haw, “European Needle 
Laces", 230pm. 

National Gallery: Norman Coady, 
“Franciscans ft): Sassetla. Scenes 
firm the Life of Sairu Francis", 1pm. 
Thle Gallery: Alec Finlay, “Mcmo- 
ry Gardens: an introduction lo the po- 
etry, an and gank-ns of Ian Hamilton 
Finlay", 1pm. 


Dinners 

Inner Temple 

Mr Edward Nugce QC, Trej surer of 
Inner Temple, and Master: of the 
Bench of the Inner Temple enter- 
tained Mr Michael Sherranl QC, 
Treasurer of the Middle Temple, and 
Masters of the Bench nf Middle Tem- 
ple to dinner yesterday evening in In- 
ner Temple. 

United Oxford and Cambridge 
University Club 

Sir Percy Cradoek. former foreign 
policy adviser to the Prime Minister 
and former ambassador to the Peo- 
ple's Republic of China, was tite prin- 
cipal speaker at a dinner held 
yesterday evening at the United Ox- 
ford and Cambridge University Club, 
London SW1. His subject was 
"China". 

Synagogue services 

Details of synagogue services to be 
held tomorrow may be obtained by 
telephoning the following. Sabbath 
begins in London at 6.17pm. 

United tfragopw ri: *171-3*7 4HB. Fed- 
eration of Synagog u es: 0181-292 2263. 
Union of Liberal and Progressive Syna- 
ROgnec 0171-580 1663. Reform Syna- 
gogue* of Great Britain: 0181-J49 4731. 
Spanish and Portuguese Jews Cragrega- 
ttos 0171-289 3573. New London Syna- 
gogue iMasoriil: 0171-328 1036. 


‘Hideously ugly’ tag could be defamatory 


Berkoff v Bnrchill and another; 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Neill, Lord Justice MilleU, Lord 
Justice Phillips) 31 Jnfy 1996 

To call someone hideously ugly 
was capable of being defama- 
tory; whether it was so or 
not most depend on the 
circumstances of the case. 

The Court of Appeal by a 
majority ( Lord Justice MiUett 
dissenting) dismissed an appeal 
by the defendants, Julie 
Bnrchill and Times Newspapers 
Ltd, against the decision of Sir 
Maurice Drake, sitting as a 
High Court judge on 20 Sep- 
tember 1995, refusing their 
application uader Order 14A 
of the Rules of the Supreme 
Court to dismiss a libel action 
brought by the plaintiff, Steven 
Berkoff, on the ground that 
to call a person "hideously 
ugly" was incapable of being 
defamatory. 

Jonics Price QC (Theodore Goddard) 
for dx defendants; Manuel Barca 
(Mishear/ de Reyn) for the plaintiff. 

Lord Justice Neill said Mr 
Berkoff, an actor, director and 
writer, was well luiown for his 
work on stage, screen and tele- 
vision. Miss B urchiU, a jour- 
nalist and writer, wrote about 
the cinema for the Sunday 
Times. In its issue of 30 Janu- 
ary 1994 Miss Burchiff re- 
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viewing the fihn The Age of 
Innocence, wrote; "FOm direc- 
tors, from Hitchcock to Ber- 
koff are notoriously hideous- 
looking people". In its issue dat- 
ed 6 November 1994, review- 
ing the film Frankenstein, Miss 
Burchili described the charac- 
ter of “the Creature" in the fihn 
as being “a lot like Steven 
Berkoff only marginally better- 
looking.'' 

Mr Berkoff sued for libel, al- 
leging that the quoted words 
meant and were understood to 
mean that he was hideously 
ugly. The defendants issued a 
summons under Order 14A, 
seeking an order determining 
whether the pleaded meaning 
was capable of being defama- 
tory*. and if not, that the action 
he dismissed. 

The judge held that to call 
someone hideously ugly, while 
being no reflection on his 
character or reputation, and 
unlikely to expose him Lo 
ridicule, might nevertheless 
lead ordinary reasonable peo- 
ple to shun him, and that it was 
therefore capable of being 
defamatory. 

Words might be defemato- 
ty even though they imputed 
neither disgraceful conduct on 


die part of the plaintiff nor any 
lack of skill or efficiency in 
the conduct of his trade or busi- 
ness or professional activity, if 
they held him up to contempt, 
scorn or ridicule, or tended to 
exclude him from society. But 
insults which did not diminish 
a man's standing among others 
did not found an action for 
libel or slander. The exact 
borderline was difficult to 
define. 

Mr Berkoff argued that to be 
called “hideously ugly" ex- 
posed him to ridicule, or 
would cause him to be shunned 
or avoided. The defendants 
argued that the defining 
characteristic of the tort of 
defamation was injury to rep- 
utation: the fact that a state- 
ment might injure feelings 
or cause annoyance was 
irrelevant to whether it was 
defamatory. 

The meaning of words in a 
libel action was determined 
by the reaction of the ordinary 
reader and not by the intention 
of the publisher, but the 
perceived intention of the 
publisher might colour the 
meaning. 

In this case it would be open 
to the jury to conclude that, in 


their context, the remarks 
about Mr Berkoff gave the 
impression that he was not 
merely physically unattractive 
but actually repulsive. To say 
this of someone in the public 
eye who made his living, in part 
at least, as an actor, was capa- 
ble of lowering his standing in 
the estimation of the public and 
of making him an object of 
ridicule. In the circumstances, 
it would be wrong to withdraw 
this case from the jurv. 

Lord Justice MilietL dis- 
senting, said chaff and banter 
were not defamatory, and even 
serious imputations were not 
actionable if no one would 
take them seriously. 

The line between mockery 
and defamation might some- 
times be difficult lo draw, when 
it was it should he left to (he juiy 
to draw it But his Lordship was 
not persuaded that the present 
case could properly he pul on 
the wrong side of the line. 

Miss Burchili made a cheap 
joke at Mr Berkoff's expense: 
she might thereby have de- 
meaned herself, hut his Lord- 
ship did not believe she had 
defamed Mr Berkoff. His claim 
was as frivolous us Miss Bur- 
chfll's article and the court's 
time ought nuL to he taken up 
with cither of them. 

Paul Magrath, Barrister 
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Labour must aspire to a liberal decency 


n a week of speeches and pro- 
nouncements from the Labour 
. party faithful, barely anyone in the 
conference chamber has mentioned the 
S-word. Stakeholding, launched last 
January as Tony Blair’s big idea, failed 
to turn up at Blackpool this week. 
Should we miss Mr Stake Holder? Not 
a bit. The trouble with the stakeholding 
idea is that no one out there in the real 
world ever understood what it meant 
Even the supposedly clever gang of pol- 
ity wonks and journalists struggled to get 
a grip on the idea, enabling endless 
interpretations and re-interpretations of 
the word. So far from provid ing a use- 
ful shorthand for Blai rism, the word 
stakeholding actually tangled up the 
thoughts that the Labour leader wanted 
the public to understand. 

To prove the point: a perfect real- 
world case of stakeholding burst on the 
public agenda this week - but no one in 
Blackpool mentioned it Norwich Union 
announced on Wednesday it planned to 
abandon its mutual status, buy out the 
policyholders who own it, and float on 
the stock market There is nothing like 
a mutual society to encapsulate what it 
means for people to have a stake. And 
as our survey revealed yesterday, such 
stakeholding insurance companies - 
those which are owned by their policy- 
holders - tend to offer better value for 
money, too. But if anyone in Blackpool 
had used the S-word to explain the event 
to voters, they would have fallen asleep. 


No putative Labour minister picked 
up a standing ovation with a speech 
about insurance policies. Nor are the 
votes of middle England likely to be 
won by a debate on forms of ownership. 
No matter what Mr Blair may have 
intended, stakeholding never repre- 
sented the realty important ideas that 
Labour needs to campaign on for the 
next election. 

Instead, education, education and 
education were the hot topics of the 
week in Blackpool Why? Because the 
Labour Parly has sensibly sought to 
spend the week providing examples of 
the kind of policies it believes illustrate 
the two bigger and better themes of aspi- 
rations and decency. These two ideas, 
for all their vagueness, can at least be 
exemplified with real policy that inter- 
ests real people. In fact, aspiration and 
decency appeal to all of us, regardless 
of our potential to swing the vote. Once 
Blair had set the tone, it was left to two 
of his key lieutenants, David Blunkett 
and Jack Straw, to flesh out the bones. 

Mr Blunkett began with a literacy 
campaign. Top marks for that If we 
want to lift our overall educational per- 
formance, there is no better way than 
to raise the game for the lowest 40 per 
cent. There are some practical diffi- 
culties in providing extra tuition in the 
summer holidays for 10- and 11-year- 
olds who are struggling with reading 
and arithmetic. But Labour is right to 
recognise that those children wfll be 
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wasting their time at secondary school 
unless they have the essential tools to 
get started. Equally, Mr Blunketf s call 
for a new Gtizens* Service for young 
people raises Labour's sights. Teenagers 
do work experience; why not get a bit 
of social responsibility experience, too? 
There should be no party argument 
over this idea: children should learn 
early and often to help others. 

By emphassfog help for those who 
receive the worst education, and enjoy 
the narrowest range of opportunity. 
Labour can succeed in infusing its tradi- 
tional social justice message with an 
appropriate sternness. However, 


although the pre-election signals are 
good, Labour must confront the real 
problem of standards in schools. If Mr 
Blunkett ever ends up in charge of the 
Department for Education and Employ- 
ment, we want to be sure that he will root 
out bad teachers, while rewarding and 
motivating the good ones. Labour's 
problem with education is that it would 
be too easy for the party to slide back into 
a complacent acceptance of the profes- 
sion’s belief that die pressure should be 
taken off schools. That snot the answer 
Labour must, if anything, step up the 
pressure on weak schooling, but use its 
good relations with teachers to stimulate 


the besLAs for decency, Jack Straw pro- 
vided a few cases in point in bis speech - 
yesterday. Notorious for his concern 
about noisy neighbours and squeegee 
merchants, Mr Straw appeals directly to 
the honest ordinary families, grimly 
enduring the crime on their estates and 
the harassment of inconsiderate neigh- 
bours. Yesterday’s proposals - rather 
tougher on crime than on. the causes of 
crime -should farther endear him to the 
swing voters he needs. 

In Labour’s vision of a decent soci- 
ety, people will not own hand guns. 
Nor, in Mr Straw’s decent world, will 
drug abusers who commit crimes be 
permitted to go on shooting up. Mr 
Straw doubtless has an eye on the suc- 
cessful drug rehabilitation programmes 
that have been introduced into the 
criminal justice system in the US. A 
startling amount of crime in Britain is 
now drug related. Put drug addicts in 
prison and you do little to cure the 
habit or stop them re-offending when 
their time is served. Give offenders the 
alternative of treatment programmes 
on probation and yon give them the 
chance to start befog decent again. 

But one worry lingers. C2s in the 'West 
Midland marginals may lap this stuff up 
for the time being. But Mr Straw is com- 
ing quite dose to sounding a touch illib- 
eral- Thlk of curfews for the young, and 
compulsory treatment for the addicted 
may be well-intentioned enough, but 
there is a fine line between requiring cer- 


tain responsibilities of our citizens and 
the intolerance of individual freedom 
and rights. Even Mr Blunkett’s plans - 
forcing children to miss their holidays, 
obliging them to do good - risk that 
whiff of authoritarianism. 

Aspirations and decency are fine, 
broad values to underpin Labour’s 
-campaign - indeed, to underpin a gov- 
ernment. But the party should not get 
too carried away in its appeal to mid- 
dle England: an aspiring and decent 
society is a liberal society too. 

It’s an honour 
to be here 

O h dear. Inadvertently knighting Christo- 
pher Fatten in this space yesterday is 
one . matter - but to do so on a day when 
Her Majesty’s politics are already under 
question is quite another. Well there is only 
one excuse: sublmrinally T we dearly think 
' the noble and saintly Mr Patten really 
should be Sir Chris. 

Of course, this set us wondering who else 
we might honour for a day. Perhaps we 
should have a sort of transient Independent 
ennoblement, a kind of Wirhohan 24 hours 
of/illustriousness. This week alone we 
might have chosen Sir Ian Greer, for ser- 
vices to democraity. Dame Harriet Harman, 

for dress sense in the face of adveishy, and 

Sir Ben Pimlott, because anyone who gets 
that dose to the Queen deserves a sword 
on his shoulder. Any other suggestions? 


£ --> 
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-LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Save Lords 
from Tory 
steamroller 

Sin With the new session it is 
opportune to assess the 
constitutional fall-out from the 
Lords' vote on the Asylum Bill in 
£•„ July. It has. I fear, embarrassed 

those of us who favour a 
continuance of a hereditary 
element in the legislature. 

The parliamentary objection is 
that the hereditary peers are 
overwhelmingly Conservative. 

This, it is argued, precludes an 
even-handed treatment of 
Conservative and Labour 
measures, and gives the legislature 
a permanent imbalance. 

This objection was more 
theoretical than real under the 
former conduct of business. 
Conservative managers accepted 
that the Lords' role as a revisory ( ie 
amcndingl Chamber extended to 
Conservative measures, and were 
generally content to leave the issue 
to the experienced legislators who 
were regular allcnders. (.In 
practice, it depended on 
Conservative cross-voting and/or 
abstention and a preponderant 
cross-bench vote.) 

The Asylum Bill was not the first 
example of a change of practice, but 
it was a significant one. At a late 
stage the Government proposed an 
^ . amendment denying social benefits 
V to asylum claimants who fail to 

4 claim immediately on entry. The 
Lords accepted that the asylum 
ws tern had been grossly abused, and 
that the remedy was to’limit benefit 
to those who claimed promptly. But, 
in order to avoid reducing a 
significant number of genuine 
asylum claimants to utter 
destitution, on a division they 
modified the Government's' 
amendment to allow three days' 
grace for claims after entry. This was 
not acceptable to the Government, 
who used their Commons majority 
(which includes 12b “payroll'’ votes) 
to reject the Lords' vote. 

On return to the Lords, the 
Government sent out a strong whip 
to all their supporters (including 
those who rarely attend ). In 
consequence, the Lords’ previous 
decision was overturned by 182 
votes ( including 20 payroll ) to 16S. 
Of the hereditary Conservative 
peers, only two voted to uphold the 
previous decision. 

Any pretence that this reflected 
the balance of the argument in 
debate can be variously tested: the 
Ik argument for the Government was 
the same a* that previously rejected 
bv the unrein forced House; all the 
bishops w ho voted supported the 
previous decision and so did the 
overwhelming majority of cross- 
bench peers. 

Hopefully wc shall revert to the 
former practice of business 
management. Still more to lx hoped 
is that if there is to be legislative 
intervention, the former practice 
may be institutionalised by a system 
of representative poets on the lines 
of the former representative Scottish 
and Irish peerage. 

Lord SIMON OF GL4ISDALE 

House of Lords 
London SWl 


Anonymous donor 

Sin There is an even easier way of 
preventing charities chasing one for 
donations than that described by 


K 


t 


Brian Vernon { letter. 30 September). 
Ask the Charities Aid Foundation to 
irjve you anonymous vouchers. They 
Save no address or name - and CAF 
do not reveal their source. 

CAROLE CULL 

Reading, Berkshire 







Michael Heath's Britain: The paparazzi descend on Panda Yates 


Fertility case 
husband did sign 

Sin If Mrs DB was married in the 
Church of England according to 
the rites set out m the Prayer Book, 
(“Fertility ban on widow ‘is cruel 
and unnatural"'. 3 October) then 
her husband will have heard the 
priest say "First [matrimony] was 
ordained for the procreation of 
children". His signature on the 
register, witnessed by the priest and 
others, would therefore be 
evidence that he accepted this. Mrs 
DB’s husband will effectively have 
giver his written consenL 
BASIL DEWING 
Great Mah an, Worcestershire 


Charity at party 
conference 

Sin Tlic article “Greer smoothed 
path for DHL’ (3 October) is 
generally a balanced account, but I 
must take exception to the lone in 
which our work at party 
conferences is referred to. 

Chris Blackhursi refers to our 
speech service as a “wheeze". This 
service not only helps delegates to 
absorb detail contained in the 
speeches, but also raises 
considerable money for charity. 
This is the first year of the service at 
the Labour Party conference and 
we expect to raise aboui £2.000 for 
the NSPCG It is the fourth year 
that we will be attending the 
Conservative Party conference; we 
would again anticipate raising 
more than £2,000. this time for 
Mencap- 

It would be a great shame if the 
service was not as successful as it 
should be, because delegates had 


been led to believe this was a 
cynical attempt to buy undue 
influence, rather than a genuine 
provision of necessary information, 
benefiting a good cause to booL 
GLYN JONES 
Commercial Director, DHL 
Hounslow, Middlesex 


How world let 
Rwanda down 

Sir: David Orr (“Rwanda racked 
by genocide of stealth", 23 
September) writes: “Despite (he 
spending oF hundreds of millions 
of pounds by the international 
community and the presence of 
thousands of United Nations and 
aid agency personnel the two 
ethnic communities seem no 
nearer reconciliation." 

How mnch of that money was 
dedicated to reconciliation? 
Millions were directed to the 
refugee camps to cater for the 
many innocent Rwandese, but also 
catered for the EX-FAR and 
Interahamwe militias who had 
committed genocide in Rwanda. 

Not a penny was dedicated to 
disarming them, isolating and 
arresting them so that they could 
face the courts of justice. Not a 
penny was dedicated to removing 
these camps away from the 
borders in order to prevent the 
incursions wc are having today. 

Many of the “unarmed 
civilians" who have died in the 
North-west of Rwanda are mUitia 
killed during encounters with 
government soldiers or caught 


laying mines and other acts of 
sabotage. Where people have 
been caught in cross urc or 
excesses by the army have been 
acknowledged, harsh measures 
have been taken against those 
concerned. 

MART KAYTTESI BLEWTTT 
Public Relations Officer 
Embassy of Rwanda 
London WC2 


We don’t deserve 
good buildings 

Sin John Gummer is calling for 
well-mannered architecture in our 
cities ("Blots on the city landscape 
deslnty lives, says Gummer**, 1 
October). 

The residential environment of 
our cities, with its legacy of 
Georgian, Victorian and 
Edwardian terraces, interwar and 
postwar cottage estates and 
suburban semis, was once world 
renowned for its well-mannered 
architecture. Over the past 20 years 
this heritage has been relentlessly 
vandalised by owner-occupiers with 
the encouragement of the 
replacement window and home 
“improvement" industries. 

Most of pre-1960 residential 
England has been transformed 
beyond recognition into an 
architectural slum. Mr Gummer is 
wasting his time. The aesthetically 
ignorant English do not appreciate 
well-mannered architecture and 
will destroy it if they have it 
JOHNCUNDXLL 
London SW15 


Drop that daft 
Stone of Destiny 

Sir Why did you stop short when 
stating “the Stone of Scone was 
originally used as a coronation 
throne by Irish kings and taken to 
Scotland in the ninth century"? 
(report, September 30) 

You might as well have given 
readers the rest of the fairy-tale. 
That the Destiny Stone was 
originally Jacob’s pillow (Genesis 
28) and was carried by Pharaoh's 
daughter Scola and herboyfnead, 
Gaythetfus, to Ireland. 

Only the completely cuckoo and 
the cunning place any credence on 
the Ua Fhfl hokum. That the Tbries 
hope to gain some electoral 
advantage by returning it shows 
how daft and desperate they are. 

Better Ity far to take the thing up 
in a helicopter and drop H into the 
deepest part of Loch Ness. With 
luck, it might brain the Monster 
and so kill two Scotch myths with 
one Stone. 

JIMBRUNTON 

Edinburgh 

No monopoly on 
grief over Aids 

Sin John Lyttle (27 September) 
portrays “Aids professionals*’ as 
“medical staff who care for those 
with HTV" and “activists". ITus is a 
false divide, undermining some of 
the hard-tutting comments which - 
rightly follow. 

Those who provide support for 
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ile with HTV should always 
i from their experience, so as 
to develop policies and practices 
that tackle the discrimination 
surrounding HIV and improve the 
quality of life for people with HIV 
- and for people generally in need 
of health and social care. 

In the same way, those who raise 
the issues of policy development - 
challenging homophobia, 
improving confidentiality, 
establishing appropriate systems of 
funding and, in passing, raising 
models of health care not reliant on 
the Western model alone - should 
do so in such a way as to involve 
and benefit people living with HTV 
now. 

Neither category has a monopoly 
on grief. Neither has the right to 
possess people or the issue. But 
both activism and care are 
necessary. 

JOHN NICHOLSON 

Director 

George House That 
Manchester 

Jobs or EMU 

Sir; Robin Cook promises that 
"jobs will be the bottom line" fa 
judging whether to take part fa 
monetary union (“Cook backs off 
joining new currency at launch", 2 
October). 

Fortunately this will kill stone 
dead any risk of us entering the 
present single currency. A recent 
report from 50 Labour MPs 
highlighted the inevitability of 
massive job losses arising from 
EMU, due to the public 
expenditure cuts of up to £18bn 
required to meet the convergence 
criteria on today's figures. 

COLIN HINES 
East Twickenham 
Middlesex 


Jury failed to 
get the message 

Sir Glenda Cooper's article 
“Twelve confused men and 
women" (30 September) 
reawakens an anxiety that i have 
had since doing jury service some 
time ago. 

It was a complicated case and we 
were told again and again by the 
defence and prosecution that we 
had to be sure “beyond reasonable 
doubt", and the judge reiterated 
this warning in his summing up. All 
my fellow jurymen and jurywomen 
took this to mean that if any of the 
defendants could offer any 
explanation - however ludicrous - 
we should accept it 

One of the defendants had a sum 
of money in his pocket which was 
the exact sum arising from a drug 
deal which everyone agreed bad 
taken place. He said that by an 
amazing coincidence it was the sum 
of money he bad got from selling 
bis car to a man whose name he 
couldn’t remember and in a place 
he’d forgotten. 

Did the jury believe him? Of 
course they didn't but their 
reaction was "We’ve been told if 
there's any reasonable doubt we 
bave to acquit him, and although 
none of us think it did happen the 
way he says, it is possible that it 
could have happened". He was 
acquitted on a majority verdict. 

The judge asked ihe juiy to stay 
on when the defendant was 
sentenced on another drug-dealing 
charge and the derk of the court 
read out a string of previous 
convictions. 

I believe that the message the 
barristers and the judge are 
sending out bears little relationship 
to the one that the jury is receiving. 
SAM ROTHEN STEIN 
Braintree, Essex 


Islamic treasure 

Sir. You published a superb 
photograph (30 September) of a 
painted and gilded wooden room 
from Syria, circa 1800, which is 
coming up for sale at Sotheby's on 
11 October. 

As a historian of Islamic art, I 
find it very sad that so few fa our 
profession are willing to speak out 
against the dismemberment and 
wholesale shipment of such 
treasures. Do we not treat Islamic 
art with much less respect than we 
would accord to our own? 
DrXANEJAKEMAN 
Oxford 


Rural pong 

Sin I don’t for one moment believe 
that “the pong fa the countryside" 
has been around for as long as 
farming has existed, as Charles 
Honey of the National Banners 
Union suggests (“Banners asked to 
spread a little sweetness". 1 
October). It is the result of agri- 
business and intensive far ming , and 
is anything but natural or a thing to 
be accepted as part of country life. 
JAMES R HUGHES 
London NS 


In a spin 

Sir. It is surely not often that a 
phrase, leaps from birth to the 
status of crashing cliche at such 
speed that the precise date of its 
origin must still be fresh fa 
somebody’s memory; in which hope 
I ask, is there not stHl time for Lhe 
originator of the term, “spin 
doctor" to.be identified - and 
quieify put to death? 

JD HUMPHREYS 
Bath 
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queen & country 
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part two: family in crisis 


In the second 
extract from 
his new 
biography, 
Ben Pimlott 
reviews 1992, 
the Queen’s 
annus 
horribilis, 
when each 
month brought 
fresh traumas 
and she sought 
refuge in 
letters from a 
sympathetic 
public 



The sting in the fairy-tale 


I 


n the early Eighties a 
new borderline was being 
crossed in the privacy 
debate. So long as royal 
■‘private*’ lives were irre- 
proachable. it was possible to 
defend “privacy" in general from 
a high moral platform. It was 
more difficult once that changed. 

A leader in the field of freer 
sexual morals was the Queen’s 
second son. aged 21 at the lime 
of the Wileses' wedding, and 
increasingly seen as the late 
20tb-cemury equivalent of a 
Regency buck. The popular 
press was full of Prince Andrew's 
exploits, about which he did not 
bother to be particularly reticenL 
Unlike his older brother, 
whose female relationships bad 
tended to be upper class. And- 
rew s liaisons were more demo- 
cratic, adding to the tabloid fris- 
son. He acquired an inevitable 
nickname. “Randy Andy's high- 
ly publicised friendship with 
actress Koo Stark and Katie 
Rahbett. and his alleged affair 
with former model Vickie 
Hodge deeply upset the 
Queen." Audrey Whiting, the 
Sunday Mirror's royally 
watcher, confided in June 1984. 
“She has made it clear she will 


not tolerate any more ‘indis- 
creet behaviour.” 

Actually, the opposite was 
the case. The Queen made 
little attempt to curb the activ- 
ities of her children, especially 
the younger ones. “She should 
have told them off more.” con- 
siders one ex-courtier. “The 
trouble is that the Queen hates 
dictating to the family.” says 
another. “I think she's terrified 
of her children," says a former 
adviser to the Prince of Wales. 
“She's afraid they won't do 
what she tells them." 

If she was not a hugging 
mother, she was also a far cry 
from a censorious one. She 
treated Andrew with a special 
indulgence. “She was happy 
about his relationship with Koo 
Stark - a very nice, gentle girl," 
says a former courtier. 

Each month of the 40th 
anniversary year of the acces- 
sion seemed to bring a new em- 
barrassment. humiliation, 
error, or accusation. The year 
1992 was an annus horribilis 
indeed: in January came the 
photographs of Fergie on hol- 
iday with a Texas oil millionaire; 
in February, the image of 
"Diana alone" at the Taj Mahal: 


in March, the separation of 
the Duke and Duchess of York; 
in April, the divorce of Princess 
Anne and Mark Phillips; in 
May, the departure of Fergie 
from the marital home, taking 
her daughters with her ... 

But it was the problems of 
the Prince and Princess ofWfcles 
which caused most concern. In 
retrospect - in view of the 
episodes apart, semi-public 
quarrels and heart-to-hearts 
with gamilous friends - the 
remarkable thing is that the 
details remained secret for so 
long. To those who knew the 
couple well, the gap between 
the gauchefv reflective Prince 
and the sharp, whimsical, brit- 
tle Princess was obvious within 
a year of their wedding. The 
Queen and Prince Philip chose 
not to notice. When Diana 
turned up late for meals, or left 
them early without explana- 
tion, her behaviour was ignored. 

Charles, according to his 
friends, blamed his parents for 
not being more supportive. “He 
fell very let down by his unsym- 
pathetic mother and father," 
says a confidante. “When his 
marriage went wrong, he felt 
criticised by them." 



watch the w o r I'd 


The uorid is becoming smaller Distances are diminishing. 
.Vn matter how varied different cultures may be, we are 
all citizens of the blue planet In 142 countries all 
around the globe, people reh on Tissot watches. 

For instance, on the Tissot Ballade Chrxmo: enticing 
elegance harmoniously combined with a sporty touch. 
Watch Tissot and watch the world. 
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Perhaps they were more con- 
cerned than they seemed. “The 
Queen was aware of stresses 
and strains," says a courtier 
from the period. “She was 
wholly sympathetic towards 
Charles, in fact rather one-eyed 
in her approach.” Once, the 
Queen and her husband dined 
d quatre with friends whose 
children also had troublesome 
marriages, for the specific pur- 
pose of “wondering together 
where they went wrong". 

The difficulties of the Prince 
and Princess had long been 
the subject of rumour - but 
little of it was backed by hard 
fact, and most only half- 
believed by non-tabloid read- 
ers. Then in June 1992 came 
Diana : Her True Story, a book by 
Andrew Morton dearly pro- 
duced with the encouragement 
or connivance of the Princess. 
It was the logical outcome of 
the trend towards openness, 
ending a century and a half of 
royal reserve on personal mat- 
ters and replacing it with the 
opposite: royal exhibitionism. 

Readers were intrigued to be 
told - and the Royal Family was 
horrified for the world to be 
informed - that while pregnant 
with a potential future king, the 
Princess of Wales had thrown 
herself down the wooden stair- 
case at Sandringham; that she 
had slashed her wrists with a 
razor blade; and that, in an 
attempt to rescue her from (be 
terrible psychic consequences 
of becoming one of the most 
a dmir ed women in the world, 
she had been dispatched to a 
succession of therapists. 

The book rang true, and it 
was a new kind of book: al- 
though its style was that of a 
romantic novel it could not be 


dismissed as scan dal -monger- 
ing. It was a moral classic about 
a young woman who had 
entered the legendary world 
which millions dreamt about, 
and who found that the “model 
family'' was a myth. 

T here was another 
aspect to the book. 
If it presented the 
Princess as vulner- 
able and unable to 
cope, it also painted a hostile 
portrait of her husband - blam- 
ing him both for his lack of 
understanding and for his con- 
tinuing relationship with Cam- 
illa Parker Bowles. At the same 
time, Morton presented the 
Royal Family not as a haven of 
domestic virtue but as unhelp- 
ful and self-absorbed. 

The strongest theme of the 
book was a juxtaposition of 
warmth and coldness. On the 
one hand, there was Diana, 
"tactile, emotional, gently irrev- 
erent and spontaneous”; on 
the other, there were the icy 
Windsors, with their unfriendly 
mansions where the Princess 
found the atmosphere so dispir- 
iting that it was liable to bring 
on a bulimia attack. 

A couple of decades earlier, 
a seriously negative report about 
the Queen’s family would have 
been unprintable. The Morton 
book released all inhibitions. 
Now a bounty hunt for worse 
revelations, grimmer details, 
wider scandals, began in earnest 
In August, the Daily Minor 
published a picture of the 
Duchess of York - separated, 
but still married - bare- 
breasted beside a pool having 
her toes kissed. The simmering 
circulation war between the 
major tabloids became total: 


editors ransacked attics for old 
material which, in the past, had 
seemed too damaging to use. 
The Sun made public the two- 
and-a-half-year-old tape re- 
cording of a telephone conver- 
sation in which die Princess of 
Wales spoke with great affec- 
tion to a friend, James Gilbey. 
who referred to her as 
“Squidgy"and “Squidge”. In it, 
she described her marriage as 
"torture". Recounting one dif- 
ficult family meal at Sandring- 
ham, she said: “I was very bad 
at lunch and I nearly started 
blubbing ... I just fell really sad 
and empty and thought 'bloody 
hell, after all I’ve done for flits 
fucking family." 

The monarchy’s domestic 
problems became part of its 
evolving image: no longer a 
model family, but an all too 
common one - although, as it 
was also frequently pointed 
out. three failed marriages out 
of four children was above the 
national norm. 

There were plenty of shocks 
and embarrassments to come. 
In the autumn of 1994 Jon- 
athan Dimbleby's biography of 
Prince Charles contained an 
admission from Charles of his 
adultery with Mrs Parker 
Bowles and presented Diana as 
qiuxotic, self-obsessed and 
paranoid. But it also revealed 
the Prince’s own view of his 
childhood and upbringing. 

Morton had painted the 
Queen as an aloof mother: not 
unkin d, but disengaged. Others 
had commented on the 
Queen’s reported inability to 
show physical affection, and 
tendency to put her children 
after her duty. Dimbleby’s ref- 
erences to tbe Queen and 
Prince Philip were brief. Since. 


however, they were assumed to 
come from the Prince of Wales, 
they helped to establish a new 
legend. The Queen was pre- 
sented as cold. Philip as a bulb*. 
The monarch and her husband, 
formerly set in the nation's 
imagination as the ideal mother 
and father, became indifferent 
parents, who caused the mar- 
riages of their children to break 
down by starving them of love. 

The main impact of the book 
was to stir, yet again, public 
interest in the Wileses' marriage, 
and to raise the question of 
whether the Prince was into suc- 
ceed. The Coronation chant 
“May the Queen live forever " 
became the fervent invocation of 
some of the monarchy’s strong- 
est supporters- The world div- 
ided into two camps: those w ho 
sided with the Princess of Whies 
- who included many feminists 
and constitutional reformers - 
and supporters of the Prince. 

Then Diana returned to the 
offensive. “There is a studied 
casualness in her relationship 
with the Royal Family." a friend 
of the Queen reflected. “She 
has a ‘What the hell. I'll show 
them' sort of attitude." In Nov- 
ember 1995, stung by Dimble- 
by’s suggestion that she was 
psychologically unstable and a 
“problem”, she agreed to take 
part in an hour-long interview 
on BBC Panorama. 

After the broadcast had been 
announced, but before it had 
taken place, a friend of the 
Queen and Duke who spent a 
weekend with them was struck 
by how little they seemed to be 
showing the strain. Nothing 
came up in conversation except 
the rural pursuits that always 
interested them, with plenty' of 
jokes. While the whole world 


3: 


was arranging to be at home to 

watch Panorama, the subject of 
the day was not even hinted at. 

Delighted with its prize, the 
BBC abandoned anv pretence 
at objectivity, restricting the 
interview to the gentlest of 
uesuons and retaking shots in- 
cfatigablv to produce a fluent 
package. "You will never be 
King." Diana hud (old Charles, 
according to one of his friends, 

"I shall destroy you." On tele- 
vision. she merely indicated 
that she did not expect her hus- 
band to succeed and offered her 
son as an alternative. 

The Queen did not let her 
daughter-in-law have (he last 
word. After the Ftinonuna inter- 
view. she consulted the Prime f 
Minister, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and senior house- 
hold staff, "then she made a pre- 
emptive strike, writing letters to 
both the Prince and Princess 
pronouncing, with her hus- 
band’s support, that an early 
divorce was desirable. The tone 
of the letters was more mea- 
sured than she fc(L According to 
one close source, they came out 
of a deep exasperation, and of 
a desire to state her position in 
incontrovertible prose because, 
as she had icamt. “bulimics 
rewrite history in 24 hours”. 

When the contents of the let- 
ter became publicly known, the 
Princess of Wales at first 
seemed taken aback. Then her 
lawyers began negotiating a 
divorce settlement in earnest. 

As for the Queen, she car- 
ried on. She led a more solitary 
existence than in the past. The 
number of intimate friends 
among her contemporaries was 
declining. In September 1993. 
Bobo MacDonald, her child- 
hood nurse and (hen royal 
dresser for 67 years - and her 
relentless custodian, daily com- 
panion. confidante and friend - 
died at the age of 89. With her 
husband often away, the Queen 
frequently dined on her own. 

If she was lonely, she did not 
say. But she was not immune to 
the strains and humiliations suf- 
fered by the Royal Family. She 
took comfort in her mailbag ~ 
many limes larger than at the 
start of the reign - of letters writ- 
ten by ordinary people express- 
ing concern. They often affected 
her mure than the polite or 
embarrassed sympathy of 
friends. “You see," she would 
say, turning them over, "they 
rcallv do understand." 
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A reliable litmus test that autumn’s here 



Miles 

Kington 

Today - 50 sure signs that 
autumn is upon us ... 

1. Strange new programmes 
start to appear on TV. 

2. Men on TV say, “And now 
we’re going straight back to 
the party conference at 
Blackpool/Brighton/Bourne- 
mouth ...” after which they 
say nothing, because you 
have just switched them off. 

3. You finally throw away the 
piece of garden furniture 
you’ve barn meaning to 
mend all summer. 

4. Someone as Is you if you're 
going skiing this winter. 

5. Newspapers print the final 
county cricket analyses. 


6. The first football matches 
are cancelled because of the 
weather. 

7. The Radio Times says: 
"Yes, Angus, Ian and Paul 
are back again!” 

8. Isobars huddle closer 
together for warmth in the 
weather chart 

9. You hear someone saying: 
“Anyone seen my bicycle 
lights?” 

10. Someone further down 
the road lights a bonfire. 

1L The wind changes. 

12. The smoke from the 
bonfire blows across the road. 

13. There are multiple pile- 
ups in the road. 

14. Local headlines say: 
“Police Press Charges 
against Bonfire Crash 
Honor Man." 

15. The first 1997 calendars 
appear in the shops. 

16. The last 1996 calendars 
and diaries (“Now 90 per 
cent off marked price! I") 
vanish from the shops. 

17. Women on TV say: “And 
now more news from Lhe 
autumn fashion shows!", 
after which they say nothing 
else, because you have just 
switched them off. 

IS. You overhear people 
saying: "I can’t believe it’s less 
than three months away!" 

19. You find yourself 
wondering where all tbe hot 


water bottles in the house are. 

20. The Big Issue sellers look 
colder than usual 

21. Pubs look more uniting 
than usual, 

22. You start running over 
little objects in the lane, and 
drink with horror they must be 
birds or snail animals, but 
actually they’re only conkers. 

23. You get a postcard from 
one of your summertime 
house martin visitors, saying, 
“Well, we made it to Egypt all 
right, and it's lovely and warm 
here, and you must drop in if 
you’re ever passing this way. . 

24. You overhear people 
trying to imitate a Scottish 
accent, saying: “Aye, the 
evenings are fair drawing in!" 

25. Women's magazines 
suddenly seem bereft of 
ideas because although in 
summer you can have 
features saying: “Shed Those 
Pounds in Time For the 
Holidays!" or “What they’ll 
be Wearing on the Beach 
This Summer!”, it’s not 
possible to have features 
headed “Put that Bab Back 
On In Time For Autumn!" 
or “What they’ll be Wearing 
for Bonfire Night this year! 

26. You realise you have a 
boot with a hole in the sole. 

27. You make a mental note to 
get the lawn mower serviced in 
good time this year. 


28. You overhear people 
saying; “You wouldn't think 
they could still have a hose- 
pipe ban in weather like 
that " 

29. You make a mental note 
to find space to put away the 
barbecue/deck chairs/ 
hammock. 

30. You bring washing in 
from the line after a sunny 
day, and it's still damp. 

31. You start walking into 
cobwebs a lot. 

32. You see mysterious 
unmarked lorries going 
through the streets late at 
night, which are carrying 
wrapping paper, artificial 
snow ana Christmas cards to 
secret destinations. 

33. The 1997 Beano Annual 
starts selling out 

34. HaircuUers start saying: 
“Going anywhere this 
winter, then?" 

35. You start overhearing 
people saying things like: 
“But we had her over on 
Boxing Day last year! It's 
their turn to have her!” 

36. Your children start 
saying that they want the 
new Spiderman Car for 
Christmas. 

37. You didn't know there 
was a new Spiderman car. 

38. You don't know how 
yourchildren know. 

39. You discover that there 


are whole new TV com- 
mercials going out at times 
when you thought it. was safe . 
for children to watch TV 

40. Advertising things like 
Spiderman cars ... 

41. The local headlines say: 

“ Police Drop Charges 
Against Bonfire Crash 
Horror Man." 

42. HaircuUcr say's: “No, I’m 
not going anywhere either." 

43. You hear someone say: 
“I’m not sure Angus and Ian 
and Paul arc as funny this 
year." 

44. Someone on radio says. 
“Well. Parliament has 
reassembled, so that is the 
last of our morning recess 
programmes at 8.4tiam ..." 

45. Newspapers try to sum 
up the impact of party 
conferences. 

46. You see the new 
Spiderman car actually for 
sale. 

47. You find your bicycle 
lights, but they’re not 
working. 

4R You find your hut-water 
bottles, but they’re leaking. 

49. You finally put your dock 
chairs away, but they’re 
sagging. 

50. You hear someone 
saying: “All right, all right, 
we’ll haw her on Bating 
Day again, BUT THIS IS 
THE LAST TIME!" 
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the commentators 


From Istanbul to 
Oslo, the market 
marches on 


O nwards and up- 
wards go the world 
stock markets - 
what does it mean? 

The British market 
hit a new high on Wednesday, 
with the Financial Times index 
of the largest 100 companies, the 
Footsie 100, breaching 4,000. 

But this is not just a UK phe- 
nomenon; it is world-wide. On 
Will Sheet the Dow Jones index 
is within a whisker of breaking 
through 6,000 for the first time. rr 

Markets in Amsterdam, Bros- liCLTi 

sels. Copenhagen, Dublin, 

Frankfort, Istanbul and Oslo all iVtCi 

hit new highs this week. Only in 
Tokyo is the stock market still 
depressed. SllflTQ 

So the boom is not a com- 
ment on the Blair/Brawn pol it- arsen- 
ical platform, nor a celebration (UCSL 

of the Government's perfor- 
mance. It is not about politics at Ulil 

all - though it has profound 1 ■ 

political and social implications. WOTlC 

It is about economics and per- 
haps about emotion too. Will d 

The markets around the 
world have become convinced 
that something has changed. 

There will doubtless be reces- flip Vw"i 
5ions some time in the future, UllC LWJ 
but for the moment professional i 

investors believe that the world SlA 

economy is on the threshold of 
some sort of golden age. Infla - TT1< 1.T 

lion, the great internal threat to 
the market system, is moribund. otliGT 

Communism, the great external 
threat, is dead. While in some FhnGC 
parts of the world, particularly w 
Continental Europe, unem- invf> 

ployment is still a grave concern. ll-lvc 

in die US it is down to 5 per cent . 

and seems set to stay there. 6CJU3 

This confidence about the 
state of the world economy may 
not yet be folly reflected in 
British or Continental Euro- 
pean politics but it is very evi- 
dent in the US. An opinion poll 
in US.4 Today on Monday 
showed that a large majority of 
Americans believe they are belter off than they 
were four years ago. something that seems to be 
reinforcing President Clinton's lead in the polls. 

The moment that people are convinced that 
everything is marvellous is usually the moment 
when things start to go wrong - so perhaps we 
should be on guard. Share prices at an historic 
high should carry the same health warning. The 
professional investment advisers are divided as 
to whether share prices are “fair value" or grossly 
over-priced, but hardly anyone is asserting that 
they arc very under-priced. For what it is worth, 
my own judgement is that prices are indeed too 
high and (hat some sort of “adjustment", a 
weasel word for a fall, will take place by the end 
of next year. At some stage too, perhaps not for 
another couple of years, there will be another 
period of very slow growth, maybe another reces- 
sion. But the big message carried in the stock 
market boom is that decent world-wide growth 
is surely with us. 

If this is right, what are the consequences? 
Think back to” the British housing market in the 
1960s. Home ownership was climbing but the 
majority of people did not own their own 
homes and rented either from private landlords 
or from the council. The Tories had made it their 
aim to establish a nation of homc-owncns and 
gradually, year by year, the proportion of owner- 
occupiers "elimtHrd Then came the successive 
house price booms, which handed wealth to the 
people who had got on the ladder early, but 
which also excluded the half of the population 
who at that stage still rented. 

Strong share” prices are good news in that they 
enable companies to raise new capital more 
cheaply. They are good news in that they reflect 


Harrrish 

McRae, 

Share prices 
are surging 
around the 
world. But 
will anyone 
benefit from 
the booming 
stock 
markets 
other than 
those who 
invest in 
equities? 


a genuine improved perfor- 
mance by company managere. 
But, like rising house prices, they 
only bring direct benefit to peo- 
ple who are on the ladder, the 
“haves”. This group of “haves" 
is larger than most people 
realise, for it includes not only 
the small group who own shares 
directly, but also those who have 
Peps and investment and unit 
trusts, plus anyone who has a 
pension invested in the stock 

• . market But this whole group is 

UlSfl only about half the country. It 

„ does not for example, include 

the many people who keep their 
savings in a bank or building 
. society and whose pension is not 

prices linked to the stock market 

~ These people are like the renters 

TPITIP’ of the 1960s: they face the same 

1 o ill o danger that they will lose out 
J xv This pension point is imper- 
il Ulc tant This week the Labour lead- 

■q , ership won the conference vote 
.. JJUlr confirming the present govern- 
ment's polity of linking state 
nyone pensions to prices and not to 

* earnings. People pay their 

“ from National Insurance all their 

lives, yet face tire prospect of a 
rwrrirur pretty mean pension when they 

retire, "nicy are not paying into 
v. a segregated pension fond, 

budding up a stock of invest- 
. , meats winch rise in value. 

ftjGLS Instead they will simply rety on 

taxpayers in 2020 or 2030, or 
than whenever they retire, to pay 
their pensions. They make a 
w)lO gigantic bet on the politics of a 
VV11V generation or more in the 

„i. ■ future: the willingness of the yet 

sb 1X1 unborn to pay the tax to support 

I* c\ an army of elderly people. 

DIGS: The parallel with bousing is 

not exact but it is dose enough 
to be useful. Politically, investors 
will become a powerful lobby, 
just like homeowners. Just as 
governments of both parties 
were loath to do anything which 
damaged the interests of owner- 
occupiers. so they will increas- 
ingly become cautious about doing anything that 
damages the interests of investors. More than 
this, they will need to increase the ranks of 
investors -or at least people whose pensions are 
invested in the market- to take pressure off the 
publicly financed pension system. 

Socially, just as in housing, there is the dan- 
ger of a growing chasm between the "haves’* and 
the "have nols". those who share in rising pros- 
perity and those who do not. For the right, the 
response is clear encourage the creation of a 
nation of shareholders, to follow the nation of 
homeowners; encourage more people to get 
onto the ladder even if the main beneficiaries 
are those already on it. 

For the left there is a dilemma; there are 
enormous economic and fiscal advantages in 
encouraging people to save and invest those sav- 
ings in the stock market, for this supplies more 
money to industry and commerce and relieves 
pressure on taxpayers present and future. But 
there will always be some who cannot or will not 
save, and who find the very idea of investing com- 
pletely alien. They must be brought directly in. 

Indirectly, they already are. For the market 
in shares serves two masters. There are those 
who invest, and reap the returns directly. But 
there are the rest of us. too; who can only pros- 
per by being part of a successful global econ- 
omy. And today's booming share prices are a 
celebration of the way the market system has 
burst out from the industrial world, across 
China and South-east Asia to parts of India and 
Latin America. And even, in a rough and ready 
way, to Russia and parts of Africa. Some day 
share prices will, of course, fall back; but the 
system marches on. 


W hile Mr Blair 
was giving us 
his presidential 
version of a 
decent society, 
I could scarcely stop yawing. 
Decency isn't exactly arousing 
is it? Indecency is what we pre- 
fer to get excited about and 
thankfully Mr Hamilton has 
provided some this week. Yet, 
as if to counter ail the hyper- 
rationality of Biairism, we have 
binged over the last few days on 
stories of mad, sad and bad 
women - Fergie, Mandy All- 
wood and Paula Yates have 
played these respective, roles. 
Oh, and there's Mrs DB who 
wants her dead husband’s 
sperm. What a vision of woman 
hood has emerged from this 
popular press. We are irre- 
sponsible, greedy nymphoma- 
niacs driven by hormones, 
obsessive love, daft infatua- 
tion, dodgy psychics to all kinds 
of outrageous behaviour rang- 
ing from ignoring medical 
advice to wearing cocktail 
dresses in the daytime. 

There are two languages 
being spoken this week and I 
hesitate to ascribe male and 
female qualities to them, yet 
one is the official news agenda 
of party conference and party 
politics and the other a far 
more messy, low-down busi- 
ness of personalities and private 
lives. It is no longer possible, l 
feel, to dismiss one set of sto- 
ries as merely tabloid, as some- 
how essentially trivial compared 
to the broadsheet coverage of 
more serious topics. 

It strikes me that there are 
few more serious topics than 
the discussions about fertility 
treatment, selective termina- 
tion, and the rights of patients 
than the Allwood case brings 
about We may not like the 
tabloids’ way of creating rather 
than reporting stories but we 
cannot merely hope it goes 
away or be so hypocritical that 
we condemn them while also 
writing about them a few days 
later. What starts off as tabloid 
wheeze ends up on the Nine 
O’clock News. 

The tabloidisation of our 
culture pushes to the forefront 
a profound misogyny that plays 
itself out as mass entertain- 
ment Paula, Fergie, Mandy 
are all considered fair game 
because we understand they 
have made Faustian pacts with 
the media. None of these 
women ^particularly easy to 
defend They are not blame- 
less. But are Bob Geldof, 
Prince Andrew or Raul Hudson 
blameless individuals? Still we 
are invited to phone newspa- 
pers in order to say whether we 
we would rather date Fergie or 
a goat Some time ago GQ 
emblazoned itself with a pic- 
ture of Helena Christiansen, 
Michael Hutchence’s ex-girl- 
friend, asking “Would you 
trade her in for Paula Yates?” 
Used cars, animals, women - 
what’s the difference? If we so 
desire we can fax our answer to 
Mandy Allwood's dilemma 
“Was she right to try for all 
eight babies - or should she 
have terminated some?" The 






Forget the party conference talk of 
the decent society. It’s open season on 
the intimate details of women’s lives 


men in these cases remain 
shadowy figures. We know 
mare than we could ever want 
to know about poor Fergie's 
delusions but Andrew was him- 
self on the phone to Vasso, the 
psychic who makes Mystic Meg 
look like the real thing. And 
what of the infamous No.s 1 to 
10 of Fergie's various toe-suck- 
ers, what of their integrity? Are 
we asked to fax the papers with 
our opinions on them? Can we 
phone with our comments on 
Geldof, born again champion 
of fathers' rights? Now that he 
has been spurred into action by 
some opium in a Smarties tube, 
is he a paragon of virtue? Is 
there a special phoneline set up 
about Allwood’s partner Hud- 
son, who hardly emerges from 
this tragedy as an honourable 
man? Was he was right to urge 
Mandy to continue with the 
pregnancy? 

Tile Aflwood case is amply 


the latest in the blitz of cases 
that erupted over the summer 
about selective termination, all 
of which have given much fuel 
to the anti-abortion lobby. All- 
wood’s loss we are told by Pro- 
fessor Jack Scarisbrick, chair- 
man of Life, is "less sad than if 
the horrible techniques of 
selective termination had been 
used”. Really? 

None of this confronts the 
reality that fertility treatment 
often leads to cases where 
patients are given the choice of 
selective termination. The key 
word is choice. Allwood made 
here and, as Wendy Savage said 
with dignity, "A patient has the 
right to refuse medical advice." 
In order to make those choices, 
however, we need to be infor- 
med. The reporting of this case 
shows the terrible confusion we 
are in. The language is loaded 
with moral judgements. While 
doctors talk of spare embryos. 


Mand/s babies, tiny foetuses, 
became in tabloidese “tots" 
with pink and blue tags. 

We know these desperate 
details because Allwood sold 
her sorry tale, which also meant 
that her capacity to be a good 
mother was called into ques- 
tion. The same could be said of 
Paula Yates who, while spoon 
feeding us the salacious details 
of her life, is being judged on 
her lifestyle rather than her par- 
enting skills. As silly as she is - 




and it is difficult to stand up for 
a woman who once wrote a 
book saying that women with 
children shouldn't work when 
she herself was flogging lingerie 
- she has always been passion- 
ate about her children. As 
Geldof wants to stand up for 
the rights of fathers, I trust he 
will also insist on their respon- 
sibilities otherwise the nanny 
might as well get custody. 

One can’t help feeling that 
this focus on who has the right 
to be a parent is a bizarre 
form of denial. A discussion of 
what constitutes good fathering 
might be more appropriate in 
the current climate yet there is 
no trace of iL A visitor to the 
planet this week might gain the 
impression that the only wom- 
an fit to be a mother is Mrs DB 
herself on the grounds that 
she was once happily married. 
A woman’s ability to mother it 
appears can be impeded by 
having breast implants, by not 
living with the father of the 
children, by trying to make 
some money. Meanwhile treat- 
ment of the increasingly ridicu- 
lous Fergje has become gratu- 
itous and sadistic. She should 
presumably not have a sex life. 
She should know that she can 
trust no one. She should not be 
honest. But whose shining 
example should she follow? 
Shagger Norris’s perhaps? 
Should she go to Kevin 
Maxwell in order to find out 
how to appear credible? 

There is open season on the 
intimate details of these 
women’s lives, women who, 
whatever their faults, have not 
committed any terrible crimes. 
One could argue that through 
these stories we are able to 
address our anxieties about the 
complexities of modem life 
with its broken marriages, 
divorce, fertility problems and 
custody battles. Maybe there is 
some truth in this but our chief 
anxiety appears to rest on a very 
old-fashioned fear and loathing 
of woman. These women have 
made choices, some of them 
the wrong ones, and therefore 
must be tried in the court of 
public opinion. There is a fine 
line, it appears, between being 
punished for making the wrong 
choice and being pilloried for 
having a choice to make in the 
first place. 

Fergie, Mandy. Paula - we 
are now on first-name terms 
with you largely because while 
taking your lives apart we can 
moralise about sex, drugs and 
dead babies. So rest assured, 
sleaze is not only the province 
of a few men in public life but 
can be found in the private lives 
of these distraught women. 
Read it and weep. 



Tired of all this miserable ME stuff 


A aargh. Not another 
moaning article about 
ME. The Royal College 
of physicians. Psychiatrists and 
General Practitioners produced 
a report this week about chronic 
fatigue syndrome t unhelpfully 
called Me or yuppie flu) show- 
ing that 115 per cent of the 
population are affected by it. 
And, as always, a report on 
chronic fatiguesyndrome (CFS) 
acts as cue for another round of 
depressing arguments in the 
papers and on TV. 

If it bm't sonic cynic sneering 
at “yuppie" malingerer!:, it's 
the dismal story of a sufferer 
condemned to year after drearv 
year of inactivity. But don’t 
worrv. I promise the next 1.000 
words will be a drone-free zone. 

Here’s some good news. Lots 
of people get CFS for months 
or for years, and they get bet- 
ter. And l mean properly bel- 
ter, not just well enough to drag 
themselves to work four days a 
week, or well enough to sit qui- 
etly in a comer at a party before 
catching an early bus home. 
They (or should J say we, for I 
confess 1 was once a sufferer) 
recover enough to be as bouncy 
and as boisterous as ever we 
were before we got ill- 
The trouble isvre rarely gel a 
word in edgeways. To one side 
of us the long-time persistent 
sufferers, their friends and then- 
relatives, suggest we didn l reafiy 
have CFS at all. The other - the 



Yvette Cooper 

The cynics call 
it yuppie flu, 
the long-term 
sufferer’s 
peddle doom 
and gloom. But 
you can have 
chronic fatigue 
syndrome and 
recover to see 
it as a normal 
illness 


“it's all in the mind" lobby - 
claim our recoveiv shows the Al- 
ness was just sties or emotional 
trauma that passed once we 
pulled ourselves together. 

Desperate to leave all the 
limpness, and the fuzzy-head- 
edness far behind and get on 
with our lives we never mention 
CFS again. After all, people will 
think we are bonkers, unstable, 
susceptible to relapse - or just 
deeply boring. The result is that 
the cynics and the chronics hog 
the airways. 

So it’s time to correct the bal- 
ance. I was sent to see a spe- 
cialist in chronic fatigue syn- 
drome. Dr William Weir, a 
consultant physician at the 
Royal Free and Coppelt’s 
Wood Hospital in north Lon- 
don. According to Dr Weir, 80- 
90 per cent of people who get 
chronic fatigue syndrome 
recover within two years. Even 
those who remain ill for a long 
time still have a chance of mak- 
ing a full recovery. As Dr Weir 
points out. “I've seen people 
who’ve recovered after 10, 15 or 
even in one case 17 years.” 

In my case, the suffocating 
fatigue took three years finally to 
lift. Admittedly the first year was 
grim: nothing but Richard and 
Judy, the rollicks of Ramsey 
Street and trashy magazines to 
fill my days. I couldn’t walk as far 
as the lube station without crum- 
bling from exhaustion, nor con- 
centrate on anything more com- 


plicated than Mills and Boon. 
After 12 months, as 1 started to 
recover and began working part 
time, my strength slowly grew. 
After two years, I returned ten- 
tatively to full-time work, 
although for awhile I was unusuh 
ally susceptible to colds and flu. 

Now I climb mountains, 
canoe rivers, swim regularly, 
and work long hours without 
even thinking about my health. 
Friends who found me a calm 
and soothing presence while I 
was too exhausted and spacey 
to communicate much are once 
again exasperated by my lively, 
stroppy behaviour. 

Am I cruising for a relapse? 
I don't think so. My father suf- 
fered from something similar - 
his lasted about a year - 30 
years ago. Whatever it was, it 
never rerumed. 

Nor was my Alness, as the 
cynics would like to suggest, 
merely a temporary mental 
aberration. If I was bonkers 
then, I am still bonkers now in 
my rude good health. Nothing 
has changed in ray emotional 
state or my outlook on the 
world. I suffered no trauma, no 
unusual stress, and I wasn't 
depressed. At least I wasn't 
until I’d been ill for several 
months, when the full horror of 
incarceration with daytime tele- 
vision became clear. Misery 
took hold, I swallowed a few 
Prozac, and misery went away 
again. But 1 was still ill. 


In fact the evidence that 
chronic fatigue syndrome is 
completely distinct from depres- 
sion is overwhelming. The brain 
scans of CFS sufferers and the 
depressed display very different 
patterns. Dr Weir believes that 
sooner or later scientists wfil dis- 
cover a single common denom- 
inator for all rases of chronic 
fatigue syndrome, whether it 
lasts six months or six years: “It 
may well be a very common 
virus that affects lots of people, 
bul doesn't cause illness in most 
of us." 

The trouble is that until that 
virus - or whatever it is - is 
identified, people with CFS will 
continue to be told that then- 
problems are psychological, 
and blamed for their inability to 
leap up and recover. 

Faced with a sceptical public, 
and a media caricature or the Al- 
ness as yuppie ’flu, the reaction 
from ME support groups is per- 
haps understandable. Tb con- 
vince us the Alness is real and 
awful they provide us with 
gloomy case studies of people 
confined to their houses for 
years. Dealing predominantly 
with those who have not recov- 
ered, they tell us the prognose 
for CFS is terrible. And they 
bemoan the lack of sympathy 
they receive from the medical 
profession and the outside world 

Unfortunately such gloom- 
mange ring is counter-produc- 
tive. A potentially sympathetic 


audience is turned off by the 
portrayal of CFS sufferers as 
victims. What starts as pity for 
their terrible plight turns quickly 
to contempt and boredom. 

More important, sufferers 
are made to feel even worse by 
the overwhelming impression 
that they have no hope of recov- 


I did when J first feu OJ was open 
a self-help book on ME. Within 
three pages, I was convinced my 
Alness would last forever. Luck- 
ily, I had doctors and family who 
treated CFS as an ordinary, if 
unpleasant, illness, from which . 
I would naturally recover. . 

I don't feel like a victim for 
having had chronic fatigue syn- 
drome. I never did at the time 
either. Infuriatingly for others, 

I actually feel quite proud of the 
fed (hat I endured an extremely 
boring andfiiistrating few years 
without going completely crazy. 

Nor, sadly, can I say with my 
band on my bean that I became 
a better person because or CFS. 
For a few months when I first 
got back to health I rejoiced in 
silty things like riding a bike, 1 
enjoyed the world, and I felt 
great empathy with the elderty, 
the heavily pregnant,, the dis- 
abled, and anyone who had 
trouble moving fasL Now I tend 
to take everything for granted 
again- just like everyone eke- 

I feel normal again. We 
should .start treating CFS as a 
normal illness. 


Do you 
believe they 
should be 
destroyed just 
because 
they have no 
home? 

. . Yes Q No Q 

If you answered ‘No’ to this question, you could help 
The Blue Cross save rhe lives of thousands of unwanted 
and abandoned pets by signing The Blue Cross Pledge. 

Please fill in the coupon below for further information. 
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jottiswoode 
aeks British 
is ‘machine’ 


sag# 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Clare Spottiswoode. the gas 
indu--.tr> regulator, yesterday 
launched an astonishing attack 
on British Gas, accusing the 
company of attempting to un- 
dermine her as part of an or- 
chestrated campaign to fight 
price controls on its pipeline 
business. TransCo. 

Ms Spoil iswoode. the direc- 
tor general of gas supply, said 
she had heard 'that the British 
Gas board, led by chairman 
Richard Giordano, had com- 
missioned a psychological 
profile of her as pari of the cam- 
paign. Ms Spultiswoodc also 
referred by name to one of 
British Gas's public relations 
advisers. .Angus Maitland. 

The outburst against British 
Gas and its "huge machine" 
came as ihe company rejected 
the TransCo price controls as 
‘‘unjustified and unworkable" 
and announced it was taking its 
case to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. 

Ms SpoiliswoixJe has been at 
loggerheads with the company 
fort he past three months since 
it described her proposals as 
“the biggest smash-and-grab 
raid" in corporate history. They 
would cut £28 off the average 
bill hut reduce TransCo's 
revenues by £ti50m a war and. 


according to the company, pul 
10,000 jobs and the integrity of 
the gas system aL risk. 

Yesterday Ms Spoil iswoode 
said: ’‘They have a huge 
machine, they have their lob- 
byists, their advisers, their 
Angus Maitlands of this world. 
We do not have the resources 
to get into this." 

British Gas .seemed to t hink, 
she said, that its "huge publicity 
campaign will affect whai we 
think, of wbal the MMC panel 
think". But. she said, its tactics 
would prove counter-productive. 

She said British Gas had had 
a “pretty vitriolic" relationship 
with her predecessor at Ofgas, 
James MacKinnon, and that its 
behaviour was "just in charac- 
ter" now. ■‘•To lose one regula- 
tory' relationship is bad news," 
she said. “To lose two is 
extremely bad news." 

Last night the company re- 
jected the criticisms. Philip 
Rogerson. British Gas's deputy 
chairman, said: “I was both 
saddened and surprised to hear 
her comments. Wc have stu- 
diously ensured that we have 
focused on the issues. We have 
deliberately not focused on 
personalities because that 
would be wholly inappropriate." 

Mr Rogerson added that he 
was “astonished" to bear it had 
ordered a psychological profile 


of Ms Sport iswoode. “I have 
absolutely no knowledge of any 
such profile being carried out." 

Mr Maitland, who runs the 
Maitland Consultancy and also 
gives British Telecom and the 
National Grid PR advice on 
relationships with their regula- 
tors, said Ms Spottiswoode’s 
comments were a mystery. 

“This campaign has heen 
fought on the issues. I have 
never spoken to any journalists 
about Clare Spottiswoode 
herself. I have concentrated on 
the issues. If anyone has been 
manipulating the campaign, it 
is not us.“ 

During his price review of BT, 
the industry regulator. Don 
Cruickshank. is understood to 
have been concerned that a 
campaign was being mounted 
directly' against him. 

Ms Spottiswoode and her 
advisers have been the subject 
of some personalised critiques. 
Last weekend, one Sunday 
newspaper wrote how Ms Spot- 
tiswoode had been elevated 
into her job from "a small and 
not particularly successful soft- 
ware consultancy" and was pan 
of a network of academics and 
regulators who belonged to 
Hayek’s so-called “Austrian" 
school of economics linked with 
Birmingham University'. 

The MMC inquiry into 
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At loggerheads: Clare Spottiswoode, gas industry regulator, and Richard Giordano, chairman of British Gas 


TransCo is expected to last at 
least six months. However, Mr 
Rogerson said this would have 
no effect on the plan to demerge 
British Gass trading arm from 


TransCo by spring next year. 

Decisions on future dividend 
policy, he said, could only be 
made once the outcome of the 
MMC inquiry was known. 


Analysis calculate that the 
payout would have to be 
trimmed by at least 10 per 
cent if the Ofgas proposals are 
implemented. 


British Gas said that, on as- 
set valuation and depreciation. 
Ms Spottiswoode had ignored 
earlier MMC rulings. 

Comment, page 21 


P&O and Stena combine forces to take on the Tunnel 


EUROTUNNEL'S DOMINANCE 

on Dover-Calais route, % of journeys 
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MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Lord Sterling, chairman of 
P&O. yesterday predicted big 
job cuts but no price rises on 
cross-Channel routes after 
agreeing a £410m merger of its 
Dover-tci-Calais ferry- business 
with the rival operation run by 
Stena of Sweden. 

The deal, which brings to- 
gether the biggest and second- 
biggest ferry ""opera tors on the 
busiest part of the Channel, is 
the most dramatic move yet by 
ferry companies to combat the 
price war sparked off by the 
opening of the Channel Tunnel. 
Prices have fallen by up to half 
over the past three years. 

The deal was well received in 
the City and by rivals yesterday, 
with P&O’s shares rising 20p to 
645 p. It is the latest in a suing 
of deals by the shipping-to- 
consiruclion group to revitalise 


its image among investors. Last 
month it announced a £2.6bn 
merger of its container interests 
with Royal Nedlloyd of the 
Netherlands, followed by a 
£25 .3m deal to buy out Royal 
Ncdlloyd's half share in the 
North Sea Ferries joint venture. 

Lord Sterling described that 
acquisition as “the very first 
step" in the rationalisation of 
the cross-Channel ferry indus- 
try'. triggered by the Govern- 
ment’s decision in July to lift 
restrictions on mergers and 
collaboration. 

Yesterday he said the new 
merged business, to he called 
P&O Stena Line, would aim to 
achieve cost savings of £75m by 
the end of next year. A sub- 
stantial part ol that will come 
from withdrawing ships plying 
the so-called short sea routes, 
which include Dover to Zcc- 
brugge and Dover to Calais. 


with Stenas Invicta and P&O’s 
Pride of Bruges being taken out 
of service, leading to between 
350 and 400 redundancies. Es- 
timated cost savings are around 
£15m per ship. 

Further withdrawals will be 
made next year. .Although nei- 
ther side would be drawn on 
numbers. Lord Sterling said 
the combined Heel would not be 
cut ''drastically" and one esti- 
mate suggested another one or 
two ships were earmarked to go. 
Before the reductions. P&O will 
contribute its eight ships on the 
route to the new venture and 
Stena the five it operates. P&O 
will own 60 per cent of ihe 
shares in the venture, but have 
just 50 per cent of the votes. 

Job cuts from the combined 
workforce of 5.500 on Ihe short 
sea routes could exceed 1.000. 
Lord Sterling said he would be 
“surprised" to see fewer than 


that number of redundancies, 
following cost savings in mar- 
keting. port operations and ad- 
ministration. Stena said its 
headquarters in Ashford, Kent, 
which employs 450 people, 
would have to be reduced in 
size, although some staff would 
move to Dover, where the new 
line s head office would be 
based. 

Lord Sterling had some com- 
fort too for ferry travellers, 
suggesting there would be “no 
change in prices" as a result of 
the deal and promising that 
P&O would remain a low-price 
operator. It would be "quite 
ridiculous to assume that there 
would be any increases at all." 
he claimed. 

The merger must be cleared 
by the Office of Fair Trading, 
which could trigger a monopo- 
lies investigation, but cross- 
Channel rivals generally 


welcomed news of the link-up 
yesterday. Eurotunnel, the 
Channel Tunnel operator, said 
the rationalisation of capacity 
was “a logical step which should 
have been done earlier". Gra- 
ham Ede. managing director iff 
Hoverspced. said: “It might 
get some commonsense back 
into Lhc industry'." William Gib- 
son of the Passenger Shipping 
Association said it would bring 
stability into what was a very di£ 
ordered situation. 

The merger is expected to 
boost the profitability of P&O’s 
tern' operations, which saw prof- 
its crash from £24.Sm to just 
£500,000 in the first half of this 
year. David Efcmnrc of Kleinworl 
Benson Securities expected foss- 
es at P&O European Ferries to 
deepen to nearly £ 10m in the sec- 
ond half, hut could see profits of 
£30m next year. 

Comment, page 21 


Grid told ( 
to reduce 
its prices * 
by 20% 

MICHAEL HARRISON 


The National Grid was con- 
templating last night whether in 
follow the lead rff British Gas 
and go to the MMC after its reg- 
ulator. Professor Stephen Lil- 
tlechild, announced price 
controls which, though soti- 
ened slightly, will still remove 
£lhn in revenues over the next 
four years. 

The company has until the 
end of this month to decide 
whether to accept the propos- 
als. which would cul £4 off the 
average electricity hill by re- 
quiring the Grid to reduce 
prices by H) per cent next year 
and by 4 per cent in the fol- “ 
lowing three. 

Prof Littleehild said his final “ 
set of proposals were “tough but 
realistic", representing a “rea- 
sonable balance" between 
shareholders and customers. 
The regulator has relaxed the 
formula compared with his ini- 
tial proposals in August so (hat 
the Grid will have to achieve a 
4 per cent annual improve- 
ment in efficiency instead of 
per cent. 

He has also decided to allow 
it an extra £b0m of capital ex- 
penditure over the Tour years 
and increased the size of the as- 
set base on which it can earn a 
rale of return by reducing flis es- 
timate of the value of Encrgis. 
the Grid’s telecoms business, 
from £4iM)m to £25ihn. 

The Grid declined to com- 
ment yesterday, other than to 
say it would give its response by 
30 October. 

However, the net effect is 
only to allow it an extra 1120dm 
in revenues compared with the 
regulator's initial proposals^ 
which the Grid said amounted S 
to "expropriation” of excep- 
tional gains. The proposals, it 
said, were “harsh, inconsistent 
and ill-founded ' and would rc- 

3 uire “significant changes if 
lev are to be acceptable". 
Despite a lobbying campaign 
by Grid investor^ during which 
2,51)11 shareholders wrote to 
Offer and 10 big institutional in- 
vestors submitted written evi- 
dence. Prof LitUechild said lie 
saw no justification fora further 
relaxation in the price controls. 

A number ol large share- 
holders are thought to have 
urged the Grid to take its case 
to "the MMC. But analysts were 
divided yesterday on whether it 
would. “My feeling is that the 
Grid will probably accept the 
proposals," said Andrew Stone 
at Daiwu Securities. Another 
analyst said: “1 don't think the 
cost culling required is too 
drastic despite all (lie huffing 
and hawing." 
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quits six months life * 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

With the poetry of round num- 
bers. the FTSE 100 index end- 
ed yesterday at exactly 4JKML 15 
points lower than Wednesday's 
record. Experts are divided 
about whether shares stand 
teetering on the brink of a big 
correction from that symbolic 
level or arc simply pausing be- 
fore surging to new highs. 

The common ground is that 
the most recent gains in share 
prices in London and New 
York are due to lhc Federal Re- 
serve's surprise decision not to 
increase US interest rates last 
week. Uncertainly about when 
lhal move will lake place is whai 
divides ihe bulls and hears. 

Nick Knight, equity strategist 
at Nomura, said todays jobs and 
earning* figures for the US 
would be decisive in the short 
term. "We’re in lor a big move. 
Next week the index will be at 
least a hundred points from the 
current level, in one direction 
nr [lie Other.” 

if the increase in the number 


of jobs lust month turns out to 
be more than Ihe expected 
175.000, fears of an impending 
rise in rates will return. A low- 
er figure and. "we'll go ballis- 
tic", as Mr Knight put iL 

New figures yesterday were 
on the Fed's side, with orders 
for durable goods dropping 1.9 
per cent in August, and an in- 
crease of 1 1.000 to 340.tH.Ki in 
the number of new unemploy- 
ment claims last week. 

The gloomy case for share 
prices in coming weeks rests on 
the view that the value of 
equities has raced ahead of 
government bonds, thanks to 
undue optimism about inflation 
and interest rates. When inter- 
est rates do rise to choke off 
inflationary pressure, stock 
markets will fall. 

The bullish case rests partly 
on a rosier view of the interest 
rate outlook, but also on pre- 
dictions that there will be a 
strong flow of liquidity into 
equities. Recent official figures 
show that institutions put an ex- 
tra £4.3hn into cash in the sec- 
ond quarter of the year, nearly 


twice as much as they invested 
in UK equities. 

For all their talk, even the 
bulls are cautious, their forecasts 
for the FTSE index at the end 
of this year ranging from 3,750 
to 42100. compared to the bears’ 
range of 3.600 to 3.700. 

The optimists admit there are 
risks. One is the possibility of 
higher taxes on the corporate 
sector either in next month’s 
Budget or after the election. 

Another is the danger that a 
new row over Europe would 
halt the gains gilts have made, 
underpinning share prices dur- 
ing the past week. The spread 
between 10-vear yields on gilts 
and Germangovernraem bonds 
has narrowed from 180 to 155 
basis points. 

This element of political risk 
in the UK could go the other 
way. Richard Kcrsfcy at BZW 
described it as one of the rea- 
sons for optimism. He said: 
“Any commitment by Labour to 
join the single currency could be 
good news because it would 
bring the gilts spread over Ger- 
man yields down towards zero." 


BULLS AND BEARS SQUARE UP IN THE CITY 


Philip Isherwood: 

Kleinwort Benson 
Any uncharted territory feels 
dangerous, so short term there 
will be a temptation to take profits. 
But institutions 
have built up their 
cash holdings and 
will have to start 
coming back into 
the market. 

Richard Davidson: 

Morgan Stanley 

There are reasons for weakness in 
the short term but I'm still a bull 
over the next year. Any 
commitment from Labour to 
joining the single currency would 
be very optimistic because it 
would lower UK bond yields. 

Richard Kersley: 

BZW 

Institutions have a strong cash 
position, and it is difficult to justify 
not reinvesting that Gills have also 
started to catch up to other 
European markets, which is 
providing strong backing for 
equities. 


FTSE 100 
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Nick Knight 

Nomura 

In the UK the story is jam today, 
pain tomorrow. The economy wiD 
be burning up after the election, 
inflation wtil deteriorate and we'H 
get higher interest rates. 

Bob Semple: 

NatWest Markets 
The political cycle means I'd be 
reluctant to chase Ihe market any 
higher. There 
is a lot to 
worry about 
this ride of the 
election even 
though Labour 
will probably 
be fairly 
responsible. 

Mark Brown: 

Hoare Govett 

What has been driving the market 
is good, old-fashioned cheap 
money. The free lunch wfll come to 
an end when interest rates go up, 
when we do get some signs of 
inflationary pressure. So far there 
hasn't been much sign of ft. 


into the job 
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MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Hamleys. owner of the famous 
toyshop in London's Regent 
Street, saw its shares dip yes- 
terday after announcing lhc 
departure of Geoffrey Cullinan. 
who only became chief execu- 
tive six months ago. 

Mr Cullinan, who is expect- 
ed to receive a payoff in the re- 
gion of £100,000, was appointed 
in March having helped found 
his own management consul- 
tancy firm. OC&C Strategy 
Consultants. Howard Dyer, 
chairman, denied that there 
had been any personality clash- 
es with the rest of the board. "In 
my view, it was the transition 
from consultancy to operations 
which didn’t suit him." 

The news sent shares in the 
group down 5p to 3h5.5p. de- 
spite the announcement of an 
18 per cent rise in half-year 
profits to £ 1.98m. 

Mr Dyer said the board had 
decided to appoint Mr Cullinan 
earlier in the year to give strate- 
gic direction to the group and 
complement the operational 
strengths of Stephen Wood- 
bridge, managing director. “I 
like him. He\ a good man and 
he's an interesting man. But 
both the company and he de- 
cided it wasn’t the right ap- 
pointment and lie has resigned. 
The company will ho paying 
compensation, bul he will con- 
tinue fo help with a number of 
development projects under 
way.” Mr Dyer said. 

Mr Cullinan. who was being 
paid £15U,U0U on a one-year 
contract, joined Hamleys alter 
his company was bough t out by 
Coopers & Lybrand Associ- 
ates in 1*W1. Prior to that, he 


was with Booz, .Allen & Hamil- 
ton. the international manage- 
ment consultancy firm. 

Mr Dyer said compensation 
had been agreed in principle, 
but he would not reveal whai it 
was as the deal has yet to be 
signed off. It would noL how- 
ever. be the full annual amount. 
A replacement chief executive, 
who would come from the re- 
tailing sector. would be appoin- 
ted in the new year, he said. 

One analyst said the depar- 
ture had hit the shares, but 



Geoffrey Cullinan: ‘Move to 
operations didn't suit him' 

‘there was no reason to W 
worried from Hamlets' j*oml 
view". AH (lie directors led by 
Mr Dyer, who helped revitalise 
the group alter losses in the 
early ISM Is. remained aboard, 
he said. 

Hamleys said profits at its 
main Regent Street store had 
grown 17 per cent in the half 
year to July, despite the impart 
on tourist numbers of the I RA 
bombing campaign and Tube 
strikes in the capital- 

Investment column, page 21 
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Public loses faith as utility regulators flounder 


These companies 
were not privatised to 
be run as consumer 
co-operatives, 
investors bought them 
in good faith, 
believing in the 
sanctity of a 
regulatory contract 
which appears to 
have been thrown 
to the winds' 


A mother day. another row ewer utility reg- 
■/TLuIation - or rather, two of them. Yes- 
terday we had British Gas flouncing off to 
die Monopolies and Mergers Commission 
in protest at Clare Spoltiswoade’s pro- 
posed price controls. With Professor Stephen 
Liltlechilil refusing to compromise his pro- 
posed controls to any significant degree, (he 
National Grid could soon follow suite. 

Plainly there is something wrong with util- 
ity regulation that it could produce sucb 
spectacular, damaging and explosive argu- 
ment. If Ms Spcttiswoode is right about 
British Gas, that it has been conducting a 
carefully orchestrated dirty tricks campaign 
to undermine her credibility and standing, 
then this is not an acceptable state of affairs 
in a mature democracy. Certainly the alle- 
gations demand public investigation. 

By the same token, if British Gas is right 
about the degree to which the regulator has 
been trying to meddle in its affairs, a degree 
according to British Gas which is tantamount 
to attempting to run the company, then this 
is equally unacceptable. These companies 
were not privatised to be run os customer 
co-operatives. Investors hough t them in 
good faith, believing in the sanctity of a reg- 
ulator contract which appears to have 
been thrown to the winds. 

Price regulation is accused of being too lax 
on the one hand and too harsh on the other. 
It is hardly surprising that both the public 
and the City are losing all faith in iL Mean- 
while the regulators are left floundering 


around, attempting to match each other with 
ever greater displays of regulatory 
machismo. Prof Uttlecmld was undoubtedly 
influenced by the example set by his coun- 
terpart at Ofgas in what he did yesterday. 
Unless of course it is sheer coincidence that 
both the Grid and TransCo have been 
instructed to make a one-off cut in charges 
of 20 per cent followed by virtually identi- 
cal real price reductions in subsequent 
yeans. 

Unless there is a radical change of heart 
or some interesting mental gymnastics at the 
Grid, it foots to be heading the same way 
as BriLish Gas to the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission. Ms Spottiswoodc mas- 
saged her final proposals so as to appear to 
have given ground but kidded no-one, least 
of all British Gas, that she had compromised 
in any significant fashion. Likewise the con- 
cessions put forward yesterday by Prof Ut- 
ilechild amount to relatively little. He is 
offering to relax the efficiency targets the 
Grid must meet and allow it a rate of return 
in the middle of the range on a slightly big- 
ger asset base. 

It shouldn't be happening that these reg- 
ulatory reviews are ending with the MMC. 
Thai they are is indicative of a failure in the 
system. The sooner utility regulation is 
overhauled to make it more accountable, 
transparent, and professional, the belter. 
The present set-up seems to be pretly much 
on its last legs. The next Government should 
make reform a matter of urgency. 


Ferry merger will bring 
back real competition 

Tt is not often that a newspaper like the In- 
Impendent, which believes in the principles 
of the free market and open competition, 
finds itself in support of a merger that will 
reduce competition, cost jobs and lead to 
higher prices for the consumer, but the P&O/ 
Siena link-up announced yesterday may be 
one of those rare cases. Certainly Lord Ster- 
ling, chairman of P&O, puts a compelling 
case for it, even if he does overegg the ar- 
gument a biL Ever since the Channel tun- 
nel was first sanctioned by the British and 
French governments, it was inevitable that 
one day this would happen. 

When Eurotunnel was raising finance for 
le gratide project, it came out with some 
wildly overoptimistic forecasts of cross- 
Channel traffic and tariffs to further its cause 
and persuade investors, bankers and politi- 
cians that the tunnel could co-exist perfectly 
happily with the ferry operators. They were, 
of course, never any more than self-serving 
nonsense. No indukiy could ever hope to 
add on such a vast chunk of capacity and 
expect the market to grow large enough 
overnight to 511 it. The reality was always 
likely to be a vicious price war, with all the 
usual fall-out from such fights. 

By merging, what the two ferry operators 
are in essence doing is returning the posi- 
tion commercially to where it was before the 


tunnel arrived, In the past there were two 
main ferry operators' on the chief Anglo- 
French trunk routes, plus a number of 
hangers oil The tunnel increased the Dum- 
ber of competitors to three. The merger will 
reduce them to two once more, with the also- 
rans following up in the rear. The fact that 
Eurotunnel is privately urging the authori- 
ties .to agree on this merger would in nor- 
mal circumstances be a reason for the 
utmost suspicion. The dangers of a cosy 
duopoly developing are all too reaL But the 
feet of the matter is that for the time being 
there is far too much capacity on these 
routes and as a consequence everyone 
involved is bleeding to death. 

The idea, seriously advanced in. support 
of this merger, that it will create a powerful 
new competitor for the tunnel is largely tosh. 
This merger is not about creating more com- 
petition; it is about reducing it and increas- 
ing prices. Bat for a change, these unwor- 
thy ends seem largely justified. The 
alternative is death by a thousand knives for 
most of the ferry operators and an eventual 
near monopoly for the tunneL 

Proposals compare with 
last decade’s Big Bang 

S ometimes it is all too easy in analysing City 
matters to miss die wood for the trees. 
This seems to be true of the Stock Exchange's 
new automated trading system, which will be- 


gin operation late next year. Debate over the 
Stock Exchange's future has been clouded 
and obscured by a seemingly endless series 
of technical rows over price.disdostire roles, 
die stamp doty regime, and other paints of 
detail. But the really important part seems 
largely to have been missed. Standing back 
from it all, what has actually emerged is a 
surprisingly radical set of proposals that bear 
some comparison with those introduced at 
Big Bang a decade ago this month. 

. From late next year, there will be no mar- 
ket makers in FTSE 100 stocks; trades will 
be executed automatically on the comput- 
erised order took. Really large trades will 
still be carried out away from the order book, 
but oace completed their prices will be pub- 
lish ed. W hen the big securities firms deal in 
the FTSE 100 slocks that make up two thirds 
of the £15bn-£2bn daily market volume, 
their only protection will be the size of their 
capita] and their trading skills, not the spe- 
ak! market making privileges which are at 
present built into the rul ebooks. 

There will be nothing to stop any other 
exchange members competing with them on 
equal terms. It has taken a long time for the 
stock market to start practicing the free mar- 
ket principles it so likes to champion for oth- 
ers, out finally we seem to be getting there. 
Michael Lawrence, unceremoniously sacked 
by the market’s big battalions for the high 
handed way he attempted to reform the trad- 
ing system, is entitled to feel at least a little 
pleased at the revolution he fomented. 


Ross plans board 
restructuring at 
Littlewoods group 




t 

it, 


NIGEL COPE 

James Ross, the new chairman 
of the Littlewoods retail and 
football pools group, is planning 
a big shake-up of the company’s 
board structure which could 
see the last remaining members 
1 of lhe controlling Moores fam- 
ily leave the board. 

* Mr Ross, who joined from Ca- 
ble & Wireless in May. said the 
changes would be made in the 
next few months. They will in- 
clude the creation of three cat- 
egories of director executive: 
non-executive: and link directors. 
This last group will be responsi- 
ble for communicating infor- 
mation between the board and 
the 32 members of the Moores 
family which control the Liver- 
pool-based company. He said 
they would “not necessarily'’ be 
members of the family, who 
would have to aim pete for places 
against external candidates. 

After the recent retirement of 
John Moores there are two 
members of the family on the 
board. They are Lady Grant- 
Chester, the eldest daughter of 
the Littlewoods founder, the 
late Sir John Moores, and her 
son James Suenson-Taylor. 

Mr Ross is confident that the 
changes can be achieved with 



James Ross: Plans three 
categories of director 

the family's agreement as the 
Moores signed a shareholders 
charter earlier this year which 
meant that they were no longer 
guaranteed seats on the board. 

This followed the family's 
decision in January not to 
pursue two £lbn takeover bids 
for the company, one from for- 
mer chief executive Barry Dale, 
the other from N Brown, the 
mail order company, and Ice- 
land, the frozen food retailer. 

Mr Ross said the family had 
no intention of selling any of the 
company's parts. He added that 
the family was keen to stay 
with the company. 


“If you strip out inflation, this 
company’s results have stag- 
nated for almost a decade. The 
attraction for me is to take a 
company with latent potential 
and in a period of three to five 
years really net it motoring.’' 

Mr Ross also heralded a new 
spirit of openness within the 
company. It met City analysts for 
the first time yesterday, though 
denied this was a prelude to a 
float. Yesterday s results for the 
six months to 30 June was it first 
ever interim results statement. 

Mr Ross denied the company 
was seeking to behave like a 
publiccompany. “We are trying 
to behave like a well-managed 
company." He also pledged to 
be more open with all the com- 
pany’s stakeholders including 
suppliers, joint venture partners 
and potential new employees. 

In the six months to June, 
Litilcwoods' pre-tax profits fell 
24 per cent to £1225m. Group 
sales fell by 5 percent to £995 m. 
In the retail business, which 
includes the chain stores, sales 
improved by 7 per cent with the 
bottom line turning from the 
previous year's £4m loss to a 
£4m profit. Sales at the football 
pools business feC ty 29 per cent 
to £245 m. But profits improved 
by 6.5 per cent to £1 1.5m. 
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THE SUNDAY 
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Fish are the most 
underrated, and the 
most versatile, of 
culinary delights. 
They're also 
flavour of the 
month at 
smart tables, c 
Don’t miss 
Michael 
Bateman's 
three-part guide 
to the New Wave 
of piscine cuisine 




The Tiny report what 
have the past 1 7 years 
of Conservative rule 
actually achieved? 
FteterK^baerand Paul 
Barker find the truth 
behind the statistics 
■ 

Love on the Internet 
-private life and the 
Cultural Revolution 
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and in real life 

Dressed for success, but who’s impressed? Louise Cbunn on the British 
working wardrobe. Plus: the Saffy Syndrome - are your parents so hip it hurts? 



In 1995, LG's annual sales grew 40Z to over US$64 billion. 




ft*s nice to meet you. 

It’s Matt Ryan's jot to listen. 

As a Senior Designer at LG Electronics Design-Tech, Matt must intimately understand the different aesthetics 
of each European country. And then translate that understanding into intelligently designed TVs, VCRs, microwaves 
and other products. (Matt and his colleagues even helped design their company's Red Oak House headquarters.) 

At LG, we listen a lot to our customers. We t hink that hahit explains why wc re leaders in advanced applications 
like thin-ftlm transistor liquid crystal displays and high-definition TV 

We' re active in many other business areas too, including DRAM memory chips> pharmaceuticals, and satellite 
communications. 

And the same dedication and customer focus Matt Ryan and his fellow designers bring to their work, our 126,000 
other employees bring to our other areas of expertise. 

Now, how can we help you? 


http://uHH.lg.ca.kr/ 
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Hamleys’ satellite stores take off 

The Investment Column 


Hamleys' aimoimceraent that il is 
parting company with chief executive 
Geoffrey Cull in an after just six months 
look the shine off another cracking set 
of results from the toyshop group. The 
departure will scratch the reputation 
of chairman Howard Dyer a little, as 
yesterday's 7p dip in the shares to 
365 .5p reflects. But he is undoubtedly 
right to cut his losses early with a man. 
ager who. it appears, could not make 
the transition from consultancy to 
hands-on management Whatever lies 
behind this spat at the top, the origi- 
nal team which has overseen a near- 
doubling of the share price since 
flotation in May 1994 remains intact. 

fn (he first six "months to 27 July, they 
have overseen an 18 per cent rise in 
pre-tax profits to £ 1.98m. The suc- 
cessful formula being rolled out by Mr 
Dyer and his colleagues has been to use 
the famous store in London's Regent 
Street as a basis for “satellite" opera- 
tions at main tourist entry points, 
such as Heathrow's Terminal 4 and the 
Channel Tunnel. U is a strategy belat- 
edly being followed by Liberty. Ham- 
leys' Regent Street neighbour. 

The modest 4 per cent growth in sales 
in the period reflects the absence this 
time of shipments of “Skvflyers" packs, 
the children's presents which Hamleys 
supplies to British Airways for distri- 
bution to its passengers. Arty problems 
with this three-year contract appear lo 
be on BAs side and the rest of the busi- 
ness seems to be storming ahead in what 
is (he seasonally weaker h alf. 

The powerhouse remains Regent 
Street which accounts for close to 
three-quarters of group turnover and 
is highly operationally geared, with op- 
erating margins of over 50 per cent. Re- 
gent Street raised profits 17 per cent 
on a sales increase of just 55 percent, 
shrugging off a 23 per cent rise in rent, 
terrorist bombs and tube strikes. 

The House of Toys chain of toyshop 
concessions remains a longer-term 
prospect. The business just about 
broke-even in the first half, but full-year 
profits should easily get into sax figures. 
The group is breaking out of its base 
within House of Fraser stores, with a 
4.000 foot John Menzies concession in 
Edinburgh's Princes Street and another 
in Amotts in Dublin after Christinas. 

But the real excitement lies in the 
newer operations. The two satellites 
opened last year at the Channel Tun- 
nel and at Scfaiphof Airport in Holland 
saw sales rises of between 23 per cent 
and 159 per cent. Singapore Airport, a 
joint venture with a Swiss company, is 
already going well and a larger fran- 
chised store due to start next year in Sau- 
di Arabia could be the prototype for 
similar stores m the Far East by 1998/99. 
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With mini mal costs for these devel- 
opments, cash will continue to pile up. 
Hamleys will look for acquisitions or 
hand some money bad: to shareholders. 
Profits could hiL £7.5ni this year, to give 
a prospective p/e of 17. A firm hold. 


Nothing virtual 
about this drop 


One of the dilemmas facing investors 
these days is that companies cashing in 
on the dramatic technological changes 
sweeping the world are almost by de- 
finition some of the market's riskiest 
investments. Shareholders in Virtual- 
ity, including those who stumped up for 
a placing at 280p earlier this year, had 
a harsh awakening to this fact yester- 
day after the virtual reality specialist's 
shares collapsed by a third to 140p. 

After coming to the market three years 
ago at 170p. they have enjoyed a roller- 
coaster ride as early hid speculation was 
replaced by the far-from- virtual reality 
of profits warnings, slumping sales and 
rapidly reined-in brokers' forecasts. 

Haif-vear figures to June revealed a 


much worse-than-expccted loss of 
£3.78m, compared to last year’s inter- 
im deficit of £583,000 after sales fell 
from £6.27m to £3.34in. There was a 
loss per share of 13.4p (loss of 2.2p). 

Virtuality is passing through a dif- 
ficult transition year as it lessens its de- 
pendence on arcade entertainment 
equipment and moves into lower-tick- 
et home entertainment virtual reality 
headsets. At the same time it is trans- 
forming itself from a designer and man- 
ufacturer of equipment to a licenser of 
intellectual property. 

With the technology of graphics mov- 
ing so quickly and the cost and power 
of rival products moving against the com- 
pany. there is an awful lot going on at 
the same time. Just when Virtuality need- 
ed a bit of stability from its core games 
business to tide it over the transition, the 
cyde swung sharply against it 

As a result, the handful of analysts 
who follow the company were busy yes- 
terday with their red pens and expec- 
tations of the full-year loss ranged 
from £3 .5m to £6m. If that seems like 
a big range, it is because no one really 
has a clue what is in store. Next year, 
brokets think sales of a new headset 
product in Japan will result in profits 


HAMLEYS : AT A GLANCE 


Market value: £83.3tm, share price 365.5p 


Trading record 

1993 

1994 

— fill ye* - 

1995 

1995 
, Hat 

1936 

f year — * 

I Turnover (£ri# Hi 

20.9 

262 

30.1 

11.0 

. 11.4 

Pre-tax profits (£m) 

2.70 

5.65 

6.38 

1.68 

1.98 

| c^unqs flEf'shrire 

15.3 - 

19.3 

5.1 

5:7 

Dividends per share (pence) 

- 

7.0 

8.1 

2.7 

3.0 


‘After adjustments for 1994 tloation 



of anywhere between £40QJD00 and £2m. 

As the basis for an investment it is 
all pretty unsatisfactoty and Virtual- 
ity shares should remain the presence 
of people closer to this fast -changing 
industry than the average investor or 
gamblers on one of the business's larg- 
er players snapping the company up for 
its technical know-how. Even alter the 
large fall yesterday great camion is rec- 
ommended. 

Oriental looks 
mouthwatering 

Cynics would argue lhal massive first-day 
premiums on small new issues are 
among the most reliable signs of the top 
of a bull market For the increasing num- 
bers of bears fretting about the state of 
the market, the big jumps on first deal- 
ings in Ultra Electronics and Oriental 
Restaurants would have served as bright 
red, flashing warning lights. 

Of the two, the jump at Oriental looks 
the more intriguing as this is a company 
in its infancy, running only four restau- 
rants although with ambitious plans to 
roll its Thai and Chinese outlets across 
London and then to the provinces. The 
shares, placed at 154p. cleared 200p be- 
fore settling to a still-impressive 188p. 

Established in 198S under the Busi- 
ness Expansion Scheme, the company 
has been a fantastic investment for the 
handful of City investors who used the 
generous tax relief of the BES to put 
in as little as 4p a share eight years ago. 
Their bunch that there would be de- 
mand for relatively upmarket oriental 
restaurants in the City and West End 
proved correct and the Sri S iam, Sri City 
and Imperial City venues are among the 
most popular lunching spots in the 
square nifle. 

Recent estimates have put growth in 
the eating out marker in the UK at 7 per 
cent ayear fix the foreseeable future and 
the ethnic food part of that market is 
growing even faster. Thai cuisine is the 
fastest sub-sector of all, so Oriental ought 
to be looking forward to some pretty 
mouthwatering growth. 

The recent history is impressive. Op- 
erating profits in 1994 of £456,000 grew 
to £729,000 in the year to March 1995 
and in the latest period had grown again 
to £966 ,000. It is little wonder that the 
company has decided to pay Hock Ann 
Chua, its managing director, £320,000 
to cap his performance-related bonus. 

On the basis of an expected 25 per 
cent growth in pre-tax profits for the year 
to March, the shares trade on a prospec- 
tive p/e ratio of about 17. The shares 
will hold onto their early gain. 


Problems with 
planes hit profits 
at Inspirations 




TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Inspirations, one of Britain’s 
leading tour operators, stunned 
the City yesterday with a warn- 
ing that it would do no better 
than break even in the year to 
September just finished, com- 
pared with analysts' expecta- 
tions of a £7.7m profit. Shares 
in the travel group slumped 4Sp 
to 86 .5 p. 

The company is in dispute 
with British Airways, from 
which it bought Caledonian 
Airways two years ago, oyer a 
service contract with the airline 
which Inspirations blamed for 
delays to its holidays during the 
peak s umm er months. 

Following the sale of Cale- 
donian, BA retained the con- 
tract to service the planes for 
Inspirations. Inspirations said 
that “on numerous occasions 
throughout the peak season 
we suffered from serviceable air- 
craft being delivered late from 
our engineering contractor". 

To alleviate the delays Inspi- 
rations was forced to charter at 
least one extra plane, ft has also 
been faced with the cost of com- 
pensating disgruntled passen- 
gers and has subsequently 
suffered lower demand mid a hit 
to its credibility. A television 
documentary in early Septem- 
ber made explicit reference to 
delays on Caledonian which 
further depressed demand. 

Inspirations said it was not yet 
possible to quantity the net 
cost of the maintenance sched- 
ule problems, which would 
depend on how much the com- 
pany could recover from BA. 
Analysts said any recovery 
would be too late for the year 
to September. BA and Inspira- 
tions are understood to be try- 
ing to sort oat their differences 
amicably. 

Vic Fatah, chief executive, 
said Caledonian was a signifi- 
cant customer for BAs main- 
tenance arm and it had been 
able to renegotiate the agree- 
ment on much more favourable 
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Holiday hopes: Summer 1997 bookings are welt ahead 


terms. “These arrangements 
have been designed to avoid a 
repeat of the problems experi- 
enced in summer 1996," he 
said. 

News of the exceptional hit 
lo profits marred an otherwise 
buoyant trading statement 
which confirmed that following 
the overcapacity of 1995, sup- 
ply and demand had moved 
much better into balance for the 
holiday industry in 1996. 

Inspirations also said its win- 
ter bookings were running 72 
per cent up on last year and 
bookings for summer 1997 were 
also well ahead. 

The warning from Inspira- 


tions is (he latest blow to an in- 
dustry already under the cloud 
of an Office of fitir Trading in- 
vestigation into its vertically 
integrated operations, ft has 
been argued tour operators use 
their ownership of chains of 
travel agents to distort compe- 
tition. A judgement from the 
OFT is expected imminently. 

The investigation by the OFT 
is its second in as many years and . 
reflects concerns that customers £ 
are not being made aware of the 
links between agents and oper- 
ators. Thomson and Airtours 
own Lunn Poly and Going 
Places, while Inspirations has a 
joint venture with AT May. 


DBS halts plans for full listing 


nic cicum 

DBS Management, a network 
for independent financial ad- 
visers. yesterday shelved plans 
to move from the Alternative 
Investment Market to a full 
stock-market listing after ad- 
mitting that it faced a series of 
allegations from its former com- 
pliance director. Shares in DBS 
dropped sharpfv from 4f?Ip to 
422.5p. 

The company said it had 
asked its regulator, the Personal 
Investment Authority, to in- 


vestigate the allegations made 
by Kenneth Stead. But Ken 
Davy, chairman of DBS and a 
PIA board member, stressed the 
allegations did not place in- 
vestors' funds at risk. 

Mr Stead, who headed DBS's 
compliance ream at its Hud- 
dersfield head office, has re- 
signed after being ordered to do 
so by the board. 

His departure after seven 
years with the company fol- 
lowed a series of allegations 
made by him against the board, 
DBS said yesterday. 


The company refused to give 
details, but said: “The board of 
DBS requested that an inde- 
pendent report be commis- 
sioned into the issues raised, 
which has been completed. 

“It has been concluded... 
that the most serious allegation, 
regarding a compliance issue in 
1992, has not been substantiat- 
ed. 

"In relation to other matters 
raised by Mr Stead, which the 
board does not believe to be ma- 
terial. certain operational pro- 
cedures will be reviewed." 



Trump 
casino gets 
Hard Rock 


Rank said yesterday it has 
teamed op with American 
property developer Donald 
TVump to open its 61st Hard 
Rock restaurant at theTqj Ma- 
hal casino in Atlantic City 
flight). 

A similar arrangement is 
also planned at the Trump 
Castle Hotel, also in Atlantic 
City. The talks include the 
possible construction of a 
Hard Rock Live entertainment 
venue and “other non-casino 
operations within a total Hard 
Rock-themed facility”. 

Andrew Tea re, new chief 
executive of Rank, said re- 
cently the Botlins to Odeon 
cinemas leisure group was 
planning a rapid expansion of 
the Hard Rock brand around 
the world. 

On Monday; ’Rump Hotels 
shareholders approved the 
acquisition of the Castle from 
Donald Trump, who is chair- 
man of the publicly-held com- 
pany. 

Mr Trump, owner of almost 
40 per cent of the Trump 
Hotels, did not vote his 
shares, and 82 per cent of the 
votes cast were in favour of tbe 
$480m acquisition, he said. 



Dividend 
suspended 
at MDIS 


JILL TREANOR 

Investors in the troubled Mc- 
Donnell Douglas Information 
Systems company were dealt an- 
other blow yesterday, as the 
shares dived 7p to54ponworec- 
Lh an -expected half-year losses of 
£9.4m and news that the interim 
dividend was being scrapped. 

The computer services firm 
also warned that it did not ex- 
pect the previously announced £ 
restructuring of its operations 
to yield any benefits until 1997. w 

MDIS has made several 
profit warnings since its shares 
were floated at 260p each on the 
stock market in March 1994. 

The latest results compare with 
a £ 1.67m profit in the first-half 
of last year. Half-year turnover 
fell from £79m to £60_5m. in 
part reflecting the disposal of 
non-core businesses last year. 

“Tbe directors planned for 
1996 to be a turnaround year 
leading lo scope for improved 
financial performance in 1997 
and suhscquenrycars,*’ a MDIS 
spokesman said yesterday. 

He added: “In the short term, 
trading conditions continue to 
be difficult and the benefits of 
die restructuring are unlikely to 
be evident until 1997." 


Year to prepare for 
order-driven trades 


PETER RODGERS 

Financial Editor 

A new computerised system 
for trading the FTSE 100 stocks 
would not be introduced for at 
least another year, the Stock 
Exchange said yesterday. 

The Exchange has decided to 
give member firms the time they 
wanted to prepare for the 
introduction of the new system. 
Member firms had pressed for 
a minimum of nine months, and 
possibly as much as a year, to 
get the system up and running. 

The new “order-driven " sys- 
tem will be a radical departure 
from the present trading meth- 
ods, introduced exactly 10 years 
ago, under which market mak- 
ers offer competing quotations. 
Instead il will execute trades 
automatically once they have 
been input to the computer 
system. 

As part of the changes, the 
Exchange has decided to abol- 
ish the 10-year-old distinction 
between market makers and 


other Stock Exchange firms, 
which it had hoped would 
continue. 

The end of the market 
makers' privileges was in- 
evitable following a decision by 
the Chancellor in the summer 
to extend stamp duty relief to 
ail firms that hold blocks of 
shares during trading, as long as 
they are members of a recog- 
nised investment exchange. 

The decision made redundant 
an earlier Exchange proposal 
for the market makers to con- 
tinue under another name - reg- 
istered principal traders - who 
would have had a monopoly on 
the relief. 

The Chancellor’s tax changes 
may also lead to a big expansion 
of slock borrowing, hitherto 
the preserve of the market 
makers. In the new system, any 
firm with enough capital to 
satisfy the regulator will be 
allowed tax relief on borrowed 
stock, which will allow them to 
speculate by taking short 
positions. 
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SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


price, pence 


City extends a bullish welcome to four newcomers 


Transatlantic influences were 
again prominent as ihe FTSE- 
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a«siu ox ttHooirows key 

US non-iann payroll figures fra* 
September. 

.After hitting an all-time 
high of 40243 ra early trade, 
the Footsie took hs cue from 
a weak opening on Will Street 
to close bang on the 4000 
nutric, 15.1 points down on 
the day. 

.Even so, the successful 
oebuts yesterday of four new- 
comers suggested the ftmda- 
nienial characteristics of a bull 
market remain in place. 

Ultra Electronics raced to 
2S63p, weD ahead of its 250p 
placing price; Oriental Restao- 
rant Group ended at IS83p, 
versus its L54p offer price; 
Airtech, available at 68p, 
closed at 753p, white InterotUe 
Telecom advanced to 1743p 
from 150p on its first day. 

Bid rumours dominated the 
session. Imperial Tobacco, 


off from Hanson three 
ago, was again in de- 
mand as a hefty 18 minion 


it the second most actively 
traded blue chip. 

Imperial's shares came off 
early Irigfrs after the expected 
“dawn raid*’ failed to materi- 
alise. BAT Industries is tbe sug- 
gested sailor bat Imperial's 
finance doeetbr Robert Dyibus 
poured cold wateron the idea, 
attributing recent share price 
strength to strong interest from 
US investors, where 30 pcrcenl 
of the stock is held. 

As high as 429p at (me 
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sidering a trid for the company 
al 750p per share, valuing En- 
icrprise at £3.7bn. ENI, so the 
arg umen t went, was one of the 
few European ofl companies 
that coula afford Enterprise. It 
also wants to build up ns Agip 



firmer at 417p. while _ 
ended IQp lower at 427p. 
Enterprise Ofl was another 

a fivehr Bade. The shares were 

on offer at 600p. a ax-year 
bjjfc in cariy cojuuys amid rn- 
zaouis that Italy’s slate con- 
trolled energygroup ENI was 
— “fid to swoop. Analysts said 
was rumoured to be con- 


N1 is not currently strong. 
However, Enterprise's- 
shares retreated to dose just 
3-5p ahead at S743p after 
ENI was quoted as saying if it 
bad anything to say ft should 
have been said in a recently 
published privatisation pros- 
pectus. A second tranche of 
ENI is due to be floated at the 
end of the month. 

Oil stocks have been strong 


performers on the bads of 
firm Brent crude prices and 
persistent US buying, though 

S rofit-laldng yesterday saw 
befl dip 6p to'99l3p on cau- 
tious comment from BZW 
and BP relinquish 83p to 
677p. 

Shares in Pirm Express 
closed at a record high of 
491 3p, up 9p on the day. The 
company is in late-slage talks 
to buy out 32 of its 36 fran- 
chised stores for about £25 m. 
A deal is expected to he an- 
nounced in i he next two to 
three weeks. US investors, 
who speak for a quarter of the 
shares .continue to buy on the 
back of strong profits growth 
and hopes that a bid might 


materialise from a leisure giant 
such Bass or Whitbread. 

Mercury Asset Manage- 
ment rose 24J5p fo 1052pon a 

reiterated buy recommenda- 
tion from SBC Vftrbuig. Oth- 
er fund managers joined in the 
fun with Perpetual up 7flg to 

to 10§73p. The sectors said 
10 be ganfog from record eq- 
uity Imls and from the faB-ottt 

of recent high-profile scan- 
dals involving rivals such as 
Morgan GreufeU Newton and 
Jardme Fleming. 

P&O steamed ahead 20p to 
64Sp in the wake of its cross- 

Channel ferry merger with Stc- 
na, white Rank was the best 
performing Footsie stock, ris- 
ing 143p to 441p on its Hard 
Rock casino venture with US 
entrepreneur Donald Trump. 

British Gas led the lag- 
gards. Analysis said the shares, 
down 63p to I93p. were ef- 
fectively “dead money” now 
that the dispute with industry 


regulator Of gas over pricing 

proposals for the TransCo 
pipeline business would persist 
for at least mother six months. 

Abo in the doghouse were 
I taPhaidL down 5p at 45b-5p and 
BMC off hip at I lS15p. after 
SBC Wartmrg made cautious 
noises about lie state of the 
German construction market. 

A profits warning from its 
Australian subsidiary sent !CI 

203p lower at K55p. Yirtuali- 

ry’s shares plunged 32 per cent 
to 140p after saying first -hair 
losses had widened to £3.78. 
The news hit shares in other 
virtual reality groups with Di- 
vision (fixing 3n to 67.5p and 
Vfcteotogic shedding 4p to 57p, 
though Superscape Ml man- 
aged a 73p gain to 4573p. 

Shares in Inspirations 
crashed 48p to 86.5p after the 
package tour operator indi- 
caiedil would lake a one-off 
charge this year to cover main- 
tenance delays at its New Cale- 
donian charter airline. 


TAKING STOCK 


“JTelpwvst. Britain's biggest 
cable company, rose 4p to 
125p ou industry talk th»* 
Carlton CwnmmJcatkxM wW 
about to pick up a 10 per cent 
stake worth over £110m- In 
August, Tetewest admitted ft 
was in merger talks with rival 
cable operator Nynex Ca* 
bleComms. hat nothing more 

has been beard since, Cariton 

is keen to expand its cable in- 
terests further, though tak i ng 
only a small equity sta ke 
would represent a departure 

for Michael Green's group- 

LlWtnchrsliT Multimedia's 
film sates division has se- 
cured world-wide sales right* 
in three feature films, two of 
which began production in 
August and will be completed 
in the first quarter oT 1997. 
And The Big Garage, Win- 
chester’s first television pro- 
duction, has been sold to 
Buena Vkib International. 
The shares held at 593p. 
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Life is sweet for Britain’s 
most eligible millionaires 

tufas of industry feature heavily in a People & Business 


Scions of some of the country's cap- 
tains of industry feature heavily in a 

new listing of Britain’s most eligible 
millionaires. The October issue" of 
Cosmopolitan includes David Pilk- 
injston and Joel Cadbury in its top 
five hunks that the nation's girlies 
should in' to ensnare. 

Mr Pilkington, 32, is the son of 
former chairman Sir Anthony Pilk- 
ington. Worth £lm "plus a share in 
the family glass fortune”, he recently 
set up a company called Bespoke 
Multimedia, which produces" com- 
puter training CD-ROMs. He also 
plans to open a har/restaurant in 
London. 

Mr Cadbury. 25, is the great- 
great-grandson of John Cadbury, 
ihe chocolate business founder, and 
a distant cousin of the chairman. 
Dominic Cadbury’. (He is the son of 
Peter Cadbury and Jennifer d'Abo. 
whose past directorships include 
Channel 4 television and Pen f os.) 

.Already worth “at least £lm”, ac- 
cording to Cosmo, he set up a com- 
pany called Longshot two years ago 
which runs the Goat in Boots Club 
in Fulham and the Vingt Quatrc 24- 
hour restaurant. The pub is proving 
a real money spinner and expansion 
N expected. 

A Porsche -driving smoker, the 
\oung Mr Cadbury sounds like a 
voung man in a hurry. 

"I couldn't swan around using up 
the family fortune.” he says. "Tve 
got too much pride.” 

Already a millionaire, he has set 
his sights’on higher things. He wants 
to Hein a billionaire club. Friends 
say he might just make it. 


The rift between James Ross and 
Lord Young does not seem to have 
healed since their spectacular 
failing-out at Cable & Wireless. 
Asked if he had heard from his old 
adversary since their joint depar- 
ture, the new* Li tUe woods chairman 
said: “He hasn't been in touch. I 
thought he would ring me asking for 
a job, but he hasn’t.” 

It seems there is life after Polly Peck 
for some of the collapsed company’s 
former directors. And it is the Unit- 
ed States which is proving fertile 
ground for career rebuilding. Tbny 
Reading, the former managing di- 
rector. surfaced as head of Tomkins 
US operations a couple of years 
ago. 

Now two other former directors 
of Asil Nadir's former empire have 
emerged as senior directors in a US 
computer software company. Mark. 
EUis and Anil Doshi are chairman 
and chief operating officer respec- 
tively of 4From Software Interna- 
tional, a computer company which 
recently floated on Nasdaq. 

Mr Ellis and Mr Doshi have been 
working together for several years in 
the US. They co-founded another 
software company, CommuoicS 
Software, in 1990. k 

Peter George of Ladbroke is putting 
a brave face on Frankie Dettori's 
success last weekend, which cost the 
bookies a packcL 


He hired Dettori to give away 
cheques to nine of Ladbroke’s win- 
ners at yesterday’s meeting at New- 
market. The payouts ranged from 
£28,000 to £500,000. 

Mr George was also on good form 
the other night at a function in Lon- 
don, where he regaled the audience 
with a Henry Kissuiger joke. Mr 
George had just returned from a 
dinner in Paris at which Mr 
Kissinger was a guest. 

Mr Kissinger, whose reputation as 
one of the world’s greatest intellects 
is well known, was seated next to a 
glamorous East European blonde. 
Rising to the conversational chal- 
lenge, her opening line followed 
thus: “I hear you’re a fascinating 
man.” Pause. “Go on then, fascinate 
me.” 

Roy Waudby has retired as non-ex- 
ecutive chairman of Rosebys, the 
furniture retailer which took over 
Brendotps, ihe-old Brentford Ny- 
lons business, this year. Mr Waudby, 
68, will remain on the board of JJB 
Sports. 

He wfll be replaced by Gordon 
Hourston, a director of United Bis- 
cuits and a former man aging direc- 
tor of Boots the Chemist. 

“1 will probably spend two days a 
week with the company while 1 get 
to know it as the home furnishings 
sector is not one I know well," he 
said. 



Nigel Cope Brave face: Peter George is smiling despite Dettori's seven wins 
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Money Market Rates 
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Liffe Financial Futures 

Contract Settlement 
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Liffe FTSE Index Option 

Settlement price 399&00 . closing after price 
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Forward raes quoted hign to low are at a cfscouit: subtract from spot rate 
rj re quoted kw io frgti ire at a pr&num. add to spot rate 

'Dotar rates quoted as record cats. 

For trie latest foreign exchange rates cal 0891 123 3033 
Cals cost 36p per mmute (ctieap rate) -tap other tines. 
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Tourist Rates 

E Buys 

AustratepoBars) 19160 

Austaa(ScMngs) C2200 

Befcun (Francs) 478400 

CanadatDoten] 20760 
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PortUBaKEscudos) 2360000 
SpainfPesetM} 050000 
Swedan (Kronor) 02000 
Swit28rtand(Francs) LSOOO 
Tinkny(Ura) 09(070000 
United StamsTOdbra] 18295 


Energy 
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Commodity Indices 
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Latest Unit Trust Prices 
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Caput Gwth Acc 13050 V»0O 157 
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there wasmdespread support for its position on Europe. 
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conditions, if any, of approval of the proposed alliance . 


COMPANY RESULTS 


Boratlla Ifldfi (1) 

BWIffl 

DetiMll V«H»T PI 

DawfttBteaaW 

Becttwfc Booflqo«fl) 
Egteratew Cm (I) 

eaaaanl (F> 

KandaytW 

fff 

WartnM/p) 

PaiMBgSw*awfl»9(pO) 

R»P Croup 0) 

StegiporoPiwBiatBrro 

ViTtoMBtySrocpP) 

WBMttftaniSBatF) 

(F) - Final ffl-Mertrn 


HctowtE 

0 43m (0.6219) 
97 019(90 4m) 

■H 

qo 2 m BJgai) 
g4Jm pSAn) 

-M 

181 m ( 210 m) 

lMm| 11 .fati) 
S I Em /SB 4a) 
q&4fn (003m) 
035m (0-Om) 
17.5m p2Jm) 
a 44m |Q.53mi 
a.S4m [&27m) 
0.71m (0 08m) 


Pra-UaE 
0.16m (0 37m) 
fljan (7 07m) 

4 07m p. 66m) 
qBSrn (0 57m) 
-336m (-& 65m) 
0.92m |) 3m) 
109111(1.1 7m) 

1 93m jl 68m) 
0,4 1m i-a56fn) 
■0 45m (-134B1) 
015m(023mi 
03 7m (1 13m) 
0i5mt034m) 
•3.7Bm (-0 68m) 
4)34ni (-0 17m) 


EPS 
ft7p(1 71pl 
8 32p(T07pl 
a.lSp(44a» 
13)1(1 an 
-IJStH-4 61p) 
6P8p (7 530) 

1 05P (1 Tipi 
6-Tp (5lp) 
0.39p (-1 HO) 

■up nay 

2050(3170) 
21p(72p) 
VflSpCJTpl 
-U4p (-2 2p) 
-(•) 


DfaMenrt 

m mo 

730(730) 
1.9PP.73P1 . 
Onp(055p) 
mint) 

-vl 

IPHM 

3p£7p) 

050(050) 

0 4Sp(g45pi 
-C) 

0So(( 

Wl(nl) 

.;•( 

■H 


Industrial Metals 


AlunMan HG 1319^0 OS2-3 

Mumcikirti Akjy TBO-5 COft-Q 

Copper A W0-3 002-3 

Load 7565-75 761-2 

Nicte 6970-80 7060-85 

r«i 5360-70 HE5-30 

Sm 9945-55 HS5-3 

SflUtamoni CaiMnian C/S S.Dm 

Btframo mw. 15fiS7 15323 

Precious Metals 


London Motal E/chanptt 
Wume UB6S»cfa chg 

552BB 961725 3S0 

784 B3820 500 

SS679 239500 • 7825 

6819 117975 - TOO 

9145 40590 + SO 

630 was * 20 

161117 - 5-19850 + TOO 

£ V Stack voUtiM 5 orange In mm 

m+S era ji Tum > Ob 08 

Spc* S Son 


1 

e 

Ctttns 

S 

C 


t £ 

38300 

3U70 

Bntanna 

396 

S3 

Krugtands 

371/382237, W 

coin 

7870 

Bnunte5a: 

200 

128 

So» 

8806 56(61 

4913 

31370 

Bntannia25oz 

102 

65 

Mottos 

38l396»a?53 

37885 

34206 

BnlarmioBot 

52 

33 

MaptaLwl 

379/3982*2/252 


Agricultural 

Cocoa Cottea 

UFFE C/mna LFFE Mam 


Potatoaa Potntoe* 

LfFE COtow 4JA uk*U»g 


WT1 Products t (S/tnau) 

6pm Spot C ff NW Euppe 

itoir Mao' Unleaded Gasotee 211/2M 

Dec 2400 Heavy Fuel 01 1W/H6 

Jan 2340 Naphtha 2S/225 

Feb 2250 ECGasol 2(7/249 

W CK4=«joo 04 fhports Wpnprtca 


Sep 

959 

Sop 

M95 

Sep 

10080 

Nov 

3500 



Dec 

965 

Now 

tea 

Nov 

0200 

Mar 

7300 

Fob 

23 

Mar 

996 

Jan 

OK 

JUl 

10350 

Apr 

TtM 

Apr 

W 

Vot 

4.007 

Vot: 

3JJ13 

VW: 

46 

VW: 

14 

Vot 

33 


WWtoSugar FrtogM KfhMt Com 

LFFE S/tom LfFESIHndrapt UFfE CtYTO C80f CraW/OusNit^ 

Dec 324.10 Aug 105 Sfip 10300 

Mar 32050 Sqi COS Nw KU75 &>c 29400-23200 29200 

May 32040 VW. 610 Jon K*20 30150-23900 29900 

VW 1565 lotas 1212 VW. 528 May 0072530500 30550 

Other Softs 

Oct Maize INo3) n S/femne -0500 Oct SoyaQ« FLWO-g 9250 

Oct/No* Copra ft) SAome Q900 Sep'Ocl CoccnutCMftiSToraw 73750 

Oct Cottar (NY) UScent/te 7655 Dec Suiftavet CVo S,wre 5«0t) 

00 kWxK ActnOg 77T00 Noi’Jm Rapcse W CWFLIOCftg 9650 

No* FUtber Mcent/kg 31300 Sop.'Oa Groundnut Oi Storo 08000 

Oriekc Buo»ec ■ am, 40^1 - itoriimUiiunMra -h &nn Sown- PT 


Stock Suit Buy VW 

Smart Ivory Unit Treat Mgn* Ud 
U CharitoH 5q. Edhtoagh EM2 4HW 
ltortnB4&rau«at0IJI 23B3271 
American MS8 M87 

lAccum UnltBI 8988 6947 

anten 130S.1 U81U <080 

(Accum (total S2B0 3654$ 300 

Emergng Marttota »S9 USJ 078 

(Accum Ltonl Kai CM 073 

E«e Smato Co KUO 6740 DEO 

(Accun Until 7147 080 

*Wto CC£ 1407 

(Accum Unto) 037 MW 

Nto ftacrito 4440 4739 MI 

(Accum Unto) 4777 5008 111 

hwesbnem Tsl 3665 2838 dUO 

(Accum urns) 3090 X75 UH 

MngaEquty 70H 2218 ire 

Mngd Eqtoy Acc ZKIO 2537 170 

MngdCwn 95.38 M 

(Aswan Unto) 1468 h58 5* 

UronitMi Unit Managers Ud 


Stock 

SoH 

Buy 

TU 

Amur Sn* Oos 

era 

078 


Asian Smote C 01 

45*6 

*838 


Capt*PanUo 

014 

5717 

050 

UKttOwraeaa 

2045 

2178 

103 

Cash 

052 

1352 

d50 

Cnhs Dragon 

«KHS 

no 

U» 

Commonly 

04* 

0*4 


Eaton Oscrawy 

TCL5 

107 


Emorgho MttKata 

SUB 

4048 

030 

Energy hds 

033 

*50 


EunpeuiGuth 

M2 

2905 

ore 

EumhcS Gwlh 

988* 

*45 

tet 

EmSmtoCok 

7529 

8005 

023 

Enriyg hconia 

018 

*4S 

380 

Extra tHJJIM 

58* 

6003 

582 

Ftoancai&aca 

308 

3360 

075 

Hghhcams 

ruyxi 

5003 

723 

Ga« 5 Exptoraaon 

TWA 

104 


OtMrth 

4858 

4078 

187 

MBhftasn 

aeM 

2800 

*2* 

Hgh maid 

2678 

»49 

0284 

hewn* 

078 

MSA 

3S0 

Ml Bond 

079 

1773 

c&TB 

mi 

8*47 

2603 

0093 

Japan (tenth 

088 

001 

d 

Jtoan Smstor 

*TB 

3096 


Kcasa 

6073 

633? 


LMiAmartoa 

4184 

«a 

078 

Maatartond 

5722 

B7J5G 

094 

Bcwtraias 

3723 

3961 

389 

ScoryMUs 

2912 

3098 

0225 

Setocthtt 

008 

009 

d087 

SmalsrOoshe 

2081 

283j 

m it 

3E Atria 

5244 

5579 

035 

Srajttwi Alrtea 

5884 

6236 

*30 

SpectdStturtkn 

059 

1786 

100 

IKEqJty 

30V2 

8204 

331 

UK Growth 

■388 

8621 

L3T 

LK 9pdr Coa Gwrii 

6183 

6546 

126 

U6.0re*rth 

2228 

2370 


Utor Growth 

044 

1J»9 

069 


Seottwh AndeaMa Utito Ugra LM 
PO an 1481! Grafctont! S8«t FK» <2D 
01788448844 

Slngrar & Prtadtendar hw Rmda Ud 
81 Nm SMal London, ECZN 4HH 
■B* mn 867 8777. Daaing; 0171 828 828* 


UK Eqwrr hcoms 

mOB 

hub 

0465 

Swing nariorw 

«0H 

0oso 

d479 

Prrtansd Irani 

*882 

R»B2 

<H96 

Tri Pan 

07S7 

0707 

d 

Azwc 

6880 

6660 

d 

Amarican Qroarth 

04.0 

0439 

d 

European 

080 

*M 

a 

OktalBona 

9008 

9009 

dnsa 

Sunural 

5785 

5730 

d 

UK Growth 

mB4 

we* 

dZ58 

UKEimighg Lnadari 

1*429 

1*429 

(B47 

■rawtnwlTtuM 

mi2 

net: 

014? 

Singer 8 Riadlander Unit Mgna Ltd 


Eiacpean Ih/sl 

9193 

9778 

093 

Far Easton fe 

70*8 

nsa 

000 

SmatorCos 

2673 

2850 

090 

Oabal Grown PEP 

7071 

B4jg 

10 

tawenenf Bust PEP 

3942 

6321 

245 

Fratonsd hcan 

042 

1109 

dEOB 


S*ran Heuia. 33 Quaati Straab Lanrion EC4A IAX 
Tit 01 7WM 3000. DMkng; 0171 248 3001 
Dniedner Ewo*» Bd +ua 463* 57 

(Accum Unto) 7282 7530 57 

Eiaopean 3*353 36871 18 

(Aswan Unto) 35023 38873 18 

P-wmoi 68024 711 03 

(AecmiUntol 739098 349071 (02 

Octal Emeigng l*m 85*3 BEb*5 05 

(Accum Unto) 9351 S79i 05 

■Wpon Tn 779J 0158 

(ACwanUntoi 7791 B15B 

(-ridn Dragona K»7D U54* 

(Aeeum Ureta; K066 SOS* 

N», Ajtw Gurtri join 31539 08 

(Accum Linos) 377EC 05 

Oti/reat heemo jtsb 43a 3 car 

(Aeeum Ltotst 68 sg nut oar 

Proaeiraxi* 0871 0*77 oaa 

(Accum Unto) 78585 832(6 .08 

Tl 0»r 30606 32257 

(Accun Untol 33365 33830 

(KBueChp 7TW3 8323 18 

(Aeoan Ltots) BSm 078 18 

IK Gram Rf**:* 700.77 dIO 

I Aeoan Unto) OA/t 7T 042(5 JID 

UKHgpVWri H5JB 12081 067 

(Accum UrttsI 40? ro 47*97 *17 

(KMkhCap J35.JJ 331 vs - 17 

lAcoanUnto) 1LU3* OTtw 17 

IKEatoCeo 135 -M 143.14 07 

lAoaanUnto) K?44 iTOM 07 

UK Smoler Coe Dw 94:8 US 72 38 

(Accun itoM) rut) as 00 se 

Vfagln Dlract 

nto covary Hrora. Whtong Heed. HorartoO 
let KK9K) tots 
teat « «3*>BhKBHKLon.ia 
lw ™ IMS’ *Ha: are 

IK Into Tractanq Oift4 0194 <C73 


Standaid Ufa UM TVirato 

p«h* 141.1 Ttota M .r j r tam li etMWfl 

680033 3353 

Standard Lira Fund Aingmr LW 


®otal Admntage he 

4704 

4785 

144 

Ootw ArhoraagoAcc 

Ste3 

*ca 

144 

taamaAOKuangahe 

3620 

3639 

62® 

KKtone Adrarwga Acs 

4242 

4264 

281 

IXEputy am Act 

011 

072 

098 

Prantor henma ine 

4849 

9208 

H7DB 

Pryntor hcome Acc 

8305 

5894 

709 

temagnaAcc 

840 

8894 

ire 

lKEq*4ghnene 

41® 

44® 

*889 

(KEq Hgh Inc Acc 

0038 

5871 

389 


d mGMaentl 

e out durge whan unto 30 U 

buy tofmorly cftjf 

Ml temeriy TAT 

* Non SB mcogniBod funds 

Coptos ol trio moa incar) dwagiva' rw 

P<xh and acrionir paroajSaro 0TO nwa** 0 

httnluWmanjgaroteaonioqm a 

A more fatansvu Bgt ol Unh Tresm ad Mon- 
oged Funds, mnlujd by petfarnvmca ariNn 
each sector and heteing olta pnett d 
ptabhod n Sdiuday wMinre, vji w IndSa- 
pondM 


«EWMA ! 


HEXHAM 


&5 ■■ ; . 


'3.15 ■ ■ ■■.. 



fei-V' 





1 


I VL 


I 









THE INDEPENDENT . FRIDAY 4 QTTOnro 


1996 


25 


sport 


nm. ij. 

en 


'km- 


■*ini 


*»* • i ■ 

i* •: •. 

; ll, 'IX 

•: 

m» U-. ; 

- l_; . 

J*>: c: 

J 

V**t I 


; X}; ; , 

o 


.ivi-'-Cs 


Dettori unstoppable as he brings home Bounty 


'i, .i , 


■■'i *. . 


Racing 

_ SUE MONTGOMERY 

^reports from Newmarket 


’’'’■I: «' 
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The margin between eetlineii 
vexy is 

“l race-ndmg, but Franfae Dei- 
deariy walk on wa- 
ter, added the ability to pan 

SsSKsssa 

™,S?£». hai, - dful ,he fav - 

ounte, Bahamian Bounty, m the 
feature race, the Middle Park 
Stakes, wnh a quarter of a mfl e 
to go. Then, as if by divine 
command a gap opened up in 
front of him and neither horse 
nor jockey needed a second bid- 
ding to grab the slice oflucfc 
Bahamian Bounty dived 
through and flashed past those 
to him. Easy call and 
Rich Ground, in a matter of 
strides. Almost Simultaneously 
Richard Hughes found day- 
light on Muchea in the centre 
of the pack and with the pair 
thundering wide of each other 
w up the hill Dettori had to work 
,T| hard to keep Bahamian Boun- 
w ty going, for the big, lazy colt has 
a tendency to idle in front once 
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jpb appears done, and with 
»o close competitor, it did. Bui 
when Dettori insisted he re- 
aded well to get back in 


*ance was in his favour. 

The relieved jockey admitted: 

} nave to say I was a bit wur- 

ned a furlong and a half oul But 

Ijr's horse [EasycaB] came off 
the rails for a stride, and he just 
wooshed through. He has a 
tremendously high cruising 
speed and a terrific turn of foot, 
but if he has a fault it is that he 
stops in front, and that gave the 
other horse the chance to get 
back at him " 

The chestnut son of Cadeanx 
Genereux, now a dual Group . 
One winner after his Prut 
Moray victory in August, is 

[Z3& BUSY FUGBT.wba-daan^ 
stored dm he is 
when beaiiag&labo^l™ ' ' 
[ with the. useful Mtads 1 

[ beoer off today aaJthff __ 

gerto the selection) k 
lengths hack in Unrdin the Isted 
Troy Stakes over a mfle and a hsS 
aiihe Doncasicr St Leger i 
in Septe mber, has the j 
aufina those pladagt 
IstanJdfaappomted tniheLc^i.- 


Hkdy logo for the three-timer 
in UxDewhurst Stakes over an 
extra furlong back at Newmar- 
ket later this month. The fin*I 
decision will rest with his new 
owner Maktoum A1 Malooum, 
but his trainer. David Loder, is 
keen on the idea. “He’s fresh 


ftfCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Oops Pottle 
(N e wma rket 4X5) 

*Bc Supertop 
(Hexham 3^0!) 

and well, having had a break af- 
ter the Moray, and I am sure the 
seven furion^ win be we 11 ■with- 
in his compass." he ■ »«*. "both 
Frankie aad V&Jter Swinburn 
feel that it would suit lum at thK 


stage of his career, andl would 
eves see han as a Guineas 
hot?e." 

The bookmakers view, how- 
ever .seems to be that Ba- 
hamian Bounty would not get 
a mfle in a horsebox, for he re^ 
mains at around 25-1 for the 
3997 Classic. 

The colt was Loder’s first run- 
ner for the senior Dubai tooth- 
er. who gave an ettinoted £lm 

for him two days ago - a fair re- 
turn un the 45,Q00guineas iaid 
out by his erstwhile owner, the 
Lucayan Stud, at the Houghton 
Sales a year ago -but whether 
or not be will be prepared for 
the Guineas in Newmarket or 
Dubai remains to be seen. 

The Middle Aufc was the 
102nd vidory of the season for 


Dettori - who moved to his fifth 
consecutive century at Brighton 
cm Wtttaesday -and his ninth 
Group One winner of the year. 
Bui the news yesterday that the 
ltafian has been accepted lo ride 

in Hong Kong for ihc month of 
December came as a reminder 
that life was not ahvayssuch 
plain sailing. The Hong Kong 
authorities turned down his ap- 

e on four years ago after a 
with ihe’poBce over pos- 
session of drugs. 

Dettori said: “I'm delighted 
at the prospect and v ery proud 
that they have asked me. They 
didn't give me a reason why 
they turned me down last time, 
but they didn't have to. But I 
was only 21, very young, and 
had rather lost my way at the 


HYPERIONS 

#3 


.an Ipipre wiugy 

draper. 



time. But that is all history 

DOW.*, 

The jockey's next Group 
One opportnnities come at 
Lcmgchamp this weekend. Hb 

Arc mount, Classic Cliche, 
doubtful earlier in the week af- 
ter a few off-colour days, was 
con fir med as a runner after a 
spar kling sbt-ftniaqg spin with 
Hailing on the Limekilns. Si- 
mon Crisford, the Godofofein 
racing manager, said: “He 
seems back to his old self. The 
ground {good to soft] will suit 
Him well, as it will put the em- 
phasis on stamina, aad be is a 
tough horse wbo will be able to 
cope with a rough race." 

The Gold Cup w i auci has 
been re-introduced into the 
Arc betting as the best British 
hope, behind Hclaria, Swam, 
Zagreb and Darazari, but his 
baby sister My Emma, winner 
of the Pria Venneille, win mis 
the big race after her connec- 
tions decided against supple- 
menting her yesterday monnng. 

Willie Carson, badly injured 
when be was kicked at Newbury 
two weeks ago today, has “made 
excellent progress”, according 
to his surgeon and has been re- 
leased from hospital to start a 
period of convalescence. 


Omrinr W&Bs Rated Haraficap - Newmarket 3 j05 
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1 James Lovett Handicap 

- Newmarket 4J5 


D Maw.flMMajaci. 
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NEWMARKET 


2-00 Promts Ca 
235 Busy Flight (nb) 
305 PON BOSK) (nap) 


HYPERION 

340 Grapeshot 
435 Select Few 
4.50 Lafincfi 


••• ."•'■'±'>£‘ 2 ’ 


2.351 


GOING: Good to Finn. STALLS: Fat side. DSAW ADVANTAGE: Vme. 

■ K««4wiid comae with 1m Jtaniffr. Rowley Mtte mnt 
M Racew Hiwc « SW of town on AI304. Bus Bnfc from Cambrldw ant xwm.*., 
Hone. ADMISSION: Chib 514 (IS u> ZO-pearokfe £8); Giandnaul& Paddock SID fjfl 
SSh w King S3 CAE PARK: Members Si; nansiratgtor 1 


■ LEADING THAINEBS WITH RUNNEK& H Cecil — 08 winners from 283 — prr- 

glves a success ratio of 34. Mi and ■ low lo ■ SI Irvd stake ofi7.(tU J Gosdon Hi 

K Hannon — GO womens, -SS6 runnes, 8^6%. 
-S244-35; B Bfl ln — 3 5 winners, 293 nmneg, 11.9%, -£119.01. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: Pat Eddery — J20 wtrmeis, 52D nrica. 22.7%. -S8A6: L Dec- 
U»H — 75 wtmum. 534 rides, 14%.-fil43.6l; WOram— So wirnioa. 496rtlea. 11.1%, 
-S « i£»\W X Swtnborn — 64 winners, 373 rides, 1 4 A%. -42*187. 

BUMKBBKD FIEST TUB: BeoocoKler (^-twred) (:ir»). 

WINNBHS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAIS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE EDNNBB9: Ibdb Sfc«rp (3 JK) b» been sets 206 n*s by J WWtaa 
rrom Richmond, N Yorks; ZIggys Dancer CL051 A Floating Use (4.50) soft ZOO m3e» E 
AMon limn lenguaw Lana; IMba (4. 15) son 200 ndeabrJBolieS Dam MiddabnLN Teals; 
KeyToMy Heart (2^5) sgttaOOmdcs by IfeaS Hal] from 0n»qlim.NYpdBL 




NQt SPARK PLUGS RATED HANDICAP (CLASS B) £12,500 
added (fffies) 6f Penalty Vhkie £££53 


| RACING POST GODOLPHM STAKES (CLASS A) 

1 (listed) £37,000 Ira 4f Penalty Value U1JS85 

1 J215S1 KEriDlincwrOTWIlteWMaoi P Mw^lMtSIMiDSt.^^,^,, 

2 21-3223 l««SacSBiBaq(to(CWP)ltaRfrsrMrlHCaai490 MfiMqrl 

3 22-8011 BOWHMto(mMSM°£MD«>yiBftb38n HIBtl 

t 22021 mw w: iw m (aDWS^4»aMN*toP«i)SWdto&i0»3811-LllMtoia 
5 612MQ nMBU)fipa0])aESanaMPOw|M^an387 IMd4 

■SdBdnd" 

Bonm M Boy fDftt.3-1 M IM*m, 741 tty Mrt, *-l Km MhcI, IUi Mn* 

ism Unas MU9C 3 8 6 Pen EOday 1-2 111 Caoli 7 an 

nmsuDE 

Despda fra smafl field, ttrns 0/ no naans an aid dnad. Mnda MuMc lots tun only d 
nwfwid eases) mas hen mM of eonssteocy bu tw mb won only tafca. both n 1895 
and «noOng a sutj-sarxtod renewal otitis Mert atan * 1-2 dance. And he hat lad a 
«wc wea of bah Heron Mono and BUST FUGWtfg MO gon. Heron Mend. WB gx home 
by a Mngth and a manor tom Mnds Music « Nartuy m Aiwat. boto ito pick of tte oar 
jgan on mayn — y ano» ant Hb wip&ced mno eofaor ado of tfatauoow we m me 
Oerty lafiano and the St Legor. Busy Ftffn. doeely related 10 Further FV#t, tmuhed rut- 
ner-n) in the lost no ot Hat outoii as ■ aao^wroia and a on a hat-trick afier n 

at ftponaiAuggi and a Doncaster T tiee wo eKi ago. Bany Hitt t h reo - y ea -old. who con- 
tened the Derby, made al m Iom) Moor and. toOMtctho MNngquaHies of Fwtha- Fl^it 
hnoeH, detested Malabo a len^h wth Muds Mole fSb better) a further length and a hod 
awayiHnl L*e the famous seaeran BuqrFltgmwa piobobiygetbeQarashegHBold- 
er.soheshoadpaytpMosr. Blataf KaiMcrtani»elaton ta MhlBgalangBiandonepla&- 
agm tort of Heron Hand m Vie Stieffr.leaitog briefly neatng the throe-firtanR markw. 
Die MKMueMn raft eaher landed the Ustad ktacb Statoov Gaotkood and tw unptaced 
eflort beCore that ws in the Insh Dertqr. He ooMd nai Biajr Fl^tt prady ttee. Kay To My 
Hear* appearc as {pod as ever al the ngeo/sa-SstyHaTi charge had been off the couna 
19 months before scoring « York m May end he het avee Oeen Buocesrful tn the Old New- 
tonCU)atHwdock.0anely baatlnKRa)alScrrttar by a nedi. and at ^r.whera ha stammed 
Desert Shat tfaaa lerwhs m the Doonsda Cep. He snl run »a usual sound ran despite dv- 
Ing weight ad round. Seioctloa: BUSYRJGHT 


DON B08IO comes hera at ending form, striking tom wen anaWMroeMhan nonneem 
by sn towns at Casenck and taking a Goodwood handcap aasJy by t»o and a naff lenche 
tom Carmarthen Bay. The lanm beet orty one home mMsuM nee at ftWttotcnWetoes 
day b>a Don Boso a deany the one la Peat rw srg wE Ma r h M looto me danger. He was 
tfia 33-1 wrmer at V* 29*vmet Wokagim at tayd Ascot uah tenda. law Ca» 
ntorion and MartyStasg tun. 14m and 18th. JahnDimlop'siunndhasyettaicomae- 
yandsubut095sei«n.He has run menaced m ha three races unce. but hadiobasnatowd 
to m the Butttury Cup and ms batfly drawn m the Stewarts Ogt EmeV« btotof us only 
tour lengths off the wmnerwhen when wth at 28 behind Coastal BUff m me Ayr Cold cm 
last tfne and ne gpes off a pound lower nodi today. EVa^Mas. who ndiad out lb Nod at 
Nawbuy m Arne tor ns etfith success to date, taied to recover from a tardy start alien e> 
the ruck « the BuntsayCup but aos%e tenths dear tf the thrd ntwn runreng Green Per 
tore to a net* at Newbury last ome and comes nere fresh. g ala ct toc DON BPSP 




JAMES LEVETT HANDICAP (CLASS C) £10^00 [ Ai I 
added 3YD lm 2f Penalty Value £7330 1 JZ*U 

050J50 WWWI WWC (13) F ttVhaMcr- ' L.-c.ie 'l ~ . 

lime SOLD CaK MAI (201 W J ^jCLujr.tS'ti . .... MEAtoyU 

1100 IMIMI£MtIOOW(»6ia)t .Sjjcmto:x | 2'^M- 1 - A 

1-30X01 msatBHJSi <Sec unancr l C_-=r« ft u . . . 

10- NUN nuen (371) 'S'rA- IBnWSi:- . .31 


m 


9AAI SOMERMLLE DUTTERSALL STAKES (CLASS A) 
. 1 (Usted) £34^)00 2YD 7f Penalty Veto© £9417 


128065 IWH 0 8Kg9HP>-IC3-,T. ifoa-j:611...- 

7 501551 00KPBmtamT-;?ficPjr:U^iGes-3Ki 

8 615115 MH m m 1 | P 1 (O .Vw Ctua? L-JP>' C tte&s 10. 

a 441130 J— irUJIM Wffl VJac It.' SCdagin83 

ID C203W IUM%(iSM(N)ibnF'jL-c«ncSc3«brt.t*r'<^'Mi>4 
U 210222 OHMM'LBKlUn JCiTCl 7 10- 

-114NM- 

Itev- m Ift 7* I Ot. Irur Os's :c 9=- 

■ETXMK »»» O^eMto 7^2 Sded fbn, 11-2 totaa, 134 MwMco. 8-1 Jwiy Ctooee. D1 Add 
OfrOi 33-1 m—m 14-1 Wrtroolw 18-1 INm IMbeen. VnyaM Cow. 20-1 


KMnll 
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.... a 
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JStMfc 

Ftov m 


21 MCKL0RSMD|t)MsDaBNAIen}WJmB89. 

21 nUAK(US3)(28)n0WntoMMHDUt»WRi*m89- 


312 GMPESHW(USIU(8qn8%Tim^«nH*)LCisnto89. 

31152 B*fiBN.naBBa(E)m<KA]iM»iHCeciB9 

14 JOBMIfSIRrenO(Z7}UCaMli)JEistoc89 


-IMMI 


-JSEdtoy* 

51262 l«SKMIMICa(USU(lUn(Ueaxm41UdB^ KMk>2 

22164 RUDE JMNOWIBUm (DM Baton G lews 8 B 


IS SHOCK MULE (lflBtfC) ISesteHatN USeua 8 9_ 

-Sdwtosd- 



44B6SC B*BBIBMIE(13)p>(llPitar«Brrn^lt>««»A7 


113-404 DO«e)FeUIIIE(23)mSBBdSiM)MSBUF395 

WBSMbtmiG 







412600 SHAffGKM EKL(43) m (WatcSoU DliXte3812 

LMM2V 

140300 BABIN 809 U^mtCMcHnHlHBtetead 48 U 

011304 KNJOFUBHTCISHCO] [UsB lift) RG kS 387 

500003 F<»ENIMCV)<MaNooiBKteteJto>(to«38fi 

RCactemS 

M Rotates 

. _ KRte«.q 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
6 
9 

-9toctand- 

»wnurn \netgt: 8K 7fc <3W 8d 6»L Ida fteodfaap ■oQgtofiwnfe te 3fct 

BEUMt 4-1 Daftied FOatm. M OMne, SI Am* Cb, 1M SkaagW Ort, 132 Kfad Of Ugd. 

UM Babsy Babe, 1M Ttopfcal DaKe. 14-1 Rom, 20-1 fomda 

199& Doctor's Glory 3 8 4 M Robots 20-1 (R teswn) 12 <30 ' 

FORM QtflDC 

DERNB) FEATURE has yet to 6od the wtomfb dnde after three oot*tgB this season but 
sheranreafyrnaneraiixJsy.MfcMStojidkctaigB'MBnotcismmdgnhermeiveaancfr 
whan a fowtongth toatfi (of fca) bobtoi Sue Dwter at Vannoum. She fMgwl in die njcfc . 
belwid FWar FWtca on the Jdly Couse, but ismmB whet town id Setontpaik Fl^r at Ep- 
som three weeks ap. She dd not aavto on that sharp track but she wasgdng on «■ 
towards the totth and w* be much happier on «w track. V ela ct lo rr DEFINED FEATURE 


laps] 


CHARLES WBLS BOMBARDIER BITTBI RATED 
HTAP (CLASS B) £1^500 7T PM Value ££^77 

0-12DD0 wtDtysa>ap{7^CTa flfl(toic*mg jwv»tt697. 

468)08 ngirewwmP(mff4toWaUartJDuafcp*9g 

5208)2 EVSiEUDes (77) 63 9ks Shdan Liatarj R Owfen 895. 


JtHBslfl 

JMVS 


101412 uerrnieernoiipg(ca) gh)pasiTboWDawi*i692- 


JMBMRSfA 
T8MT 

053311 DOtBOSnpB*) HP EltoAlltoeet3USBU»39O0B) MfRV Ului3V 

12.4640 RE8t Wam pBVgBWatBgM^J6Mden3813 LMkaf 9V 

156061 saommL(iq(n]ePBTaoW6HHW0d4812 IU2 

QOICGO S3fiEB»8mom(CD>eHSBlOWOGaBanBail ESBB«t7ConMl2 


456330 MW FOR HE BU5p5}<Q (D» BMiadDloto3 8 ID. 


JODtoel 


442000 HUnORN(27)nfto%hnRn«CUO«i»sats4i)Pn|pB781D^JfWaall 

430420 2BGra0MCS(D&«)(mmCWinntwkBa^EM»n58 7 XMsa6 

30*131 4IOU«am(mgl»gJQwnWg 85Rtom s385- i-s TMel 

M8IMD IW^C SIR 7D on ae5to.T«ua bnaopaaMer AlfrV Cbnccr 8tt 6A AaMto Bd. 
■B13l&2aDB0Bsete,»2Bawgegia > dwt.7-lPiii»lii.84.1m»rn»4idDs,Htowawdw, 
1M Mwly TMry, f ilpwefifl, lU Tw sdB. Rawtoa. 38-1 ljg»Gm. ageyk Dftncar; 20-1 
Maid For The Ms 

1986: OfondV tad SB IDCDqw 10-1 6) ttoaO Han 


mmiB: M CtapMkot, 10M6 FMsk. 74 RKtetes FML 114 Shock Wtm, 1U 1 
Mwd. 1D1 Jobny Strata, IM MsWal Dmoh; 184 Ms MMkg 
IMS: Ban Tap 28 9 P Robinson 12-1 (U Tonpkns) 8 an 
FORM CUBE 

SMFESHOT. thM behind Yashma k on ho introduction, put that mp enanoa to good use 
when maatermgsubcaquera MkMb Fbrk and Pm MomytoBirBahmen Boiady (who was 
maMng his dabul] a neck ties time -both races o*er aw on tha July Come. Gopeshotld- 
lowed with a Bind (promoted a place) ta Putra h the Lanson Champgie Stales at die Dg 
Gootoood meeting and on that tfeptay he holds W ild Pra M toat, who dashed more 
den fro fcnghs behind and a no bets afl. Bwcfaettn Fad aaafly landed tha odto in a 
17-wmer Goodwood (89 mden «0fda}*agi.heflngpievioutyneiihMtDMaicaiPir- 
Odl orer the same dotance when a 20-1 shot on his dabut on tha Juy Cbuna. There e no 
gnontaa tot Puauk OT OLom hMf-tiTither tb Ure Dner and Tha Jotiar «4B last out tha 
adra XUrtong (rut his inner, Mflte JMs, beoeues he wgi With John Reid certain to hold hm 
up far b lata nn. the c omMnwlon coitd & daso. So. too. ootid FaM. who found tneNgv 
ly rand Entreprenaur he lentfha mo amert on Ns debut a Kempton and worn one bettor 
at tha same track four waaks ago. nuking Ml and hoi Jng off the odd»-on ne»comer Cap- 
tain CbGns and prewxB scorer fckiiradilar by a boad and a reck. Both runs ware ewer so- 
days trip. Shock Vbtoa JisOfiad Xammasm orer rat tokngt of tNs couse dot tone up in 
June and was not docratiad m Snfertng sbah of 15 id Vbigas m tha Cowntiy a Royal As- 
cot In tore. He M»sa>tag on well « the frdsh that day aid wffapprecaee the extra to- 
tong. MaeMaac grapeshot 


L-NgdsUd384M3«JlM 'P'tr-PM rDn 

FORM GtHDC 

r FEW flashed toM off X AcaH alto opfw.tn.'’. '«T> and embankment at Wmtfeor 
m tore rut sometttngmuu hare seen amss that and he hounrm ryja bach to he. best 
when making a* and nakSeig cm orremrarediy to beat BtosnJ Spmt a head at Samtam the 
weeks bach. He gtn off only a 5b hq?iei nurh here and can umlcmera irw p^ns Hold 
Dbc a no worse alt with Doha than when deflating ncr a tench and a laH a L'hestet on 
AJC « 30. HownK, Goa. Dec a not ciochv ttw most conastm* ol chararten. -hetiv 
■siBl unplaced m Ik mreepmcntog^ces and was onl> tenth oi 1 r at Ayr tost lime - and 
5 wiC come x. no sjrpnse if Drnro manage', to reverse ChMc-i runnrnt in thts testing track. 
Sne was a Canenck liman iradcn wmner m May and was kneang nne too coed to the 
thud time m accession when beaten a head by Rebel County at Ayr. Even so, Dope tat- 
fla rates the mam threat. S al ac tk w : SELECT FEW 


A r^ll FURTHER FLIGHT HANDICAP (CLASS C] £8^K>0 added lm 
®f Penedty Value £6£28 

1 CUDOO UUn(m(MMI«»itox«U0iDE)SMO59l0 LDSMtl 

2 134090 8KMMF(I3)!DJ Deed WMia 398 JRM42 

UVMgwma 

JNal 


3 111100 eCUtMADCimi^flhiiOkiJ than 797 

4 325D22 ROUM6UC(m<a)9tGLlweiEAisxn897- 


003211 FUL1MimiC(m(P3iis!a.LeraW!lwnrfSl^bafiMtanoKn3813_MIManr(3]S 
232130 CSUMSM(romittnCGia«>BHfc38U MNMslB 


5 

6 

MHRM»4RMTMaBM.llr*FlBatoglto;4-lCVHtw.11 2«wtoL1initodL8-l<k*tRMa 
MS: Hoang Una 7 8 9 R Fatoi 13-2 (E Atom 13 ran 
FORM CUBE 

FtA Throttle rmssed a race at Ayr because of the going and it loohs Khe bemc p*emy iwety 
era«i to Iran here. He should go dose if there is ray mn but F14MTMG UNE is pretored. 
Eric AWdcTs timer took die companding event off an 8b lower mark a year ago He also 
scored on the Jury Course lost season ana retans hfi tom wed at tho age of otft. fann- 
ing nmerte Three tones the term, the latest when beaten flue lengths try Durum at Ayr. 
where the thad was three laughs away. He ran tea to a neck at Cnesrer before that. GoM 
BtetoS five wms ei a raw were aR in amateur events wdn Lydia Pearce m the saddle and he 
has tewed nearer last t>un fist oi hs Bsttvm ouonf^ - behind teadng Spm at tompton 
and Secret Aiy at Ytemouth. CaOIA Star could pcee a threat off booom weght hut Latocb 
saamsuey total her 9st 10b iso much. Sotaetere RflMWG UHE 



l 
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LCL PIS LAfiBlSBlMG HURDLE (CLASS 
Q)£2S00 added 2m 


HYPERION 

2JL5 Alpine Rifist 2A5 Croftort Late 3JL5 Princa 
Skybwd 3S0 Supertop A25 ThJtm»ct4jK Rob- 
sera 525 Stoux Warrior 


050066 aWK— RWTpt8Ptot*71012. 


Jl 


GOING: Plrm (Hand tn placea}- 

■ LdWamd, undulaUng ruu«- Run-in oC ZHOyrii- 

■ Course is on a mmar road two mfles sooth of Hexham. Sign- 
posted from wwn. Hexham swta two Iks awryy. AOTOSSTON: 
Gob SB; Paddord: £6 (GAPS 84). CAK PARK: Free. 


BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Latvian (visored, 2JS) Uttle Hed- 

wtag (3^0). 

WINNERS IN LAST SE VEN DA YS: Nope. 

LONG DISTANCE BDNNEH&newfa (3J 6) has been aem 381 
mOes by G McCoua fraro Laarmbc Segte, Oxop. 


.1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

8 

7 2F4 Traur nn PI I>1 1 “ frmftj lift 11 

8 640 UIHERBRMNGpR}MHBasncnd4106_ 

-IkM- 

BEI1Me74&gaitep,MlhWto»SptogLHdaAICLlJllbiM- 
wMC Top StoPre, 18-1 Ibp Ma, 12-1 ol» 


5a4P80 SHWG UMOBI 0D J OSh 5 10 12JHBIW taOto (6) 

44111^2 saarapnmun»8 1012 If Dwyer 

098200- SRBNKflUBTDM)TCMttaffl 01012 JSraMDMBwt 

053340 TOPFBU(USgpO}POeaas41011 ODwtoyB 

..SltF MM FB ffiMMMflfla . .,.,.A88Mb 


(QWTlttyB 


4J25 


CONWMY ROBINSON HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4,500 added 3to If 
13*1K TRUMre , QS)(Cq)JO , &heB71110. 


2-15 


COfBXTKINAL J0CKEY5T NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2yS50 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 0R-33J5 ALPf*»BSrC2S)J0thra*114. 

2 0O5fr UOWWfB6«R«ai91012_ 

3 6P5S64 PM60OT{2»GOttt*l91D12. 

4 4 HiMBMN(USfl)d«ltoASitoM*41Dll ISupto 

-lisctared" 

BEndtt7-4A»toiett,«la4to^M tta gi rwi .8-lFtatMy 


1 

2 <PP5^5 IMMEO(2l8(Q01anbl2100. 

3 355-353 LFWHLOT BJBtntaJl210CL 

4 66 SMOKE* TRACK {20} USJCawey 11 100 SX^ortH 

-4 


TTaW] mtwakelm and red cross novice 

2^W| HURDLE (CLASS E) £3jD00 added 3m 

1 P20PP6- ca0FTWlM(13a)J0B»81flli- ***** 

2 CAfBNBOanREDLLmgrSlO? 


MifeiWMtfclOKltoKMtolgwMMinkSnitoTtoAtoiabw 
BETnwC48 Tx fi4f ; 4-lLbwefLS-l LaodMl. 25-1 fl a utoy Back 

JOHN HOGS HAULAGE NOVICE HURDLE 
I (CLASS E) £3*000 added 2m 

1 4600-12 VMMERB>nm8RlctaB)E611S ADeWo 

2 308424 HDBBMM JQuin51012 Uf*r 

3 OGOQ2 TH»Ht06 C13) Q uooe 6 10 12- 

4 452300- AMBBHOinrOBT) JOtsn 7107. 

. ,-4dMtoed- 

BEmmE S4 nwkmw, 84 Vtotega gad. S4 Ratwan, J84. Aofaor Holy 


5J2S 


3J5 


BETtwei 2-5 CwMMbaM— A M CmBoa LW 

JOHNNIE MARSHAa HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £3^00 added 2m 110yds 

2 ^ inz=f r “' 

a wxm firhceswbRdM ^^* 0 " 6113 ^- 01 

BmBM4-7PM«SICT(artll4^ 


HEXHAMSHRE STANDARD NATIONAL 
HUNTTLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1^50 2m 

1 0- FASTBMI0WP32) RA4B35114 Hfatawfl) 

2 34-4 O»B*l£p0) W jCTS«a4U3_ieehoWamaBo(5) 

3 0- nUHBtSSUBSE7ra7M»taMAHMn4113-OPlBtar 

4 &2 snnmnNB{X3)CThc<m»4113. — NHenockaO) 

5 0 MmAWCAS IlE {g)2aw61013-^-lfrT lk ii if raa 

0 IMP WM ra Z6— a*«m *«B 

-BdadMd- 

BEnMg 8-4 Stoat Waoiat, 8-4 CW^ tan, 8d r as te r B m, 32-1 Fta»- 

era Sflhrtfr 144«m to CMfe, M. IMgaw 


racing re suits 



£3.70, £1.40. £4^0. OF'. £3S-fiO-«*- 

£40.66. Trio: £63.60. Nft Brw^ 
- Champ. Bro w Eyd GW. 

, e Mono, Sijuafitlamdnia. KaaWtHonvn®- 
1 I 2), SouandamaniB 

133- 1) were wnratawn not under^ ohib^ki“ 
• 4 deduction of 20P N SdJ 

board puces prior 

duetnn to bets at board prtoes MW*" 
1.31pm and Uftnn- - 

2.0ft i. hUSHHAER ( *_«*> f J- 2- 
Ceortat# 11-4 taw; 3- Bad tom* 4-L» 
-■ ran. V/<, i- (Saefid wn &r»r. 

TMK £6.40; £2.00. CL^O. 

EB.10. CS 1 : £21.93. Trifl; £25JO. Wt 

. Betoum Honda. _ 

2A& 1. WEUKSM (p Faeaw) 9-2; Z 

■ Htdtto6-4to:S.Anok8l»>5-i9»^. 

r ‘ 3 . |M Bek. Newmartati. To** 1 £&00: £200. 


'f ■ 


ITHE 


^ynCTENDENrl 



n am** mnmmm 


ft V), £2.80. DF:£2D0. CSFi £13J6LTf»- 
cape £45.09. Tfkr £18.60. 

3JJR2. CROFT POOL (G CartOt) 4-1; 2. 
Bhw W« U-4 Jt tor, 3. AiadB 11-4 JtflN. 6 
ran. V. 1. 0 Gkrver. Wortsopt. Ttoas £5^ft 

£2.60, sim. veins#, csr mso. re . 

Cam DoObt. 

3 ^ 0 : 1 . BAHAMIAN BOUNT Y (L DeOari) 

7-4 tocA. MbcM* 16-1; X la Oorawnl 
6J, 11 ran. HA L (D Loder, NcwitortiW. 
Tote: nan £1-50. ^30- £2 - 80 ' W: 
£30.70. CSP. £2754. tot £37.70. Kin 

4jai_YEA5T0tCodiane)W-2;2-to- 

ftreefne 7-2 tar; 3. Towafa 20-1: 9| M. 

ji % M. (WHagpa; N c wma d w O .lbtecf&eft 

qM. £1-70. £&£» Dft £11-50- CSFt 
£23.00. too: £199.6(1 , 

^ 50 : LSWWOAD DREAM (LDettoV 
7-2; 2. UNttoF ***9 Mhl; 3. at M n g 
amid 3-1 far. 16 tW*- lV*,nk-U Bo™?- 
rrjtettm). Tate £SJO; £ 1 * 0 . 0-70, 
ooa DFl £40^». CSF: £39.75. Tricafl: 
SkBj96.lrt«fSa^NfcW»ft 
jsckpDt Not won; £32J00R«1 cantol to- 

,,*010 Newmarket todML. 

£186.10. ftwXPot 

Plact 8 £34^)5. Ptaaa K SJ53. 

market Rasen 

ift S. CAPPUN RHBMVE Mjeft 
- E far 2. ItaTo kaf 16-1: 3. KfcJUwn 
fZrS rtB. 3>K 33. (P 
SSo.5teOJO. Oft fiAaa. CSF: 

1 . MBIBt RM (C Ueto^tJ W; i 

r^^ { Wj.l6,VuWto«DreOMM. 

£2.70; £i.ea fl.NL 

S3a* £15.10., too: 

BSgfflEBaSSSSft 

^ 3 Jft S. MOM VRUJIflE (WWortNn^N 


11-2: a. Btedorvtetnw 3-1:3. EtowDanoor 

5- Z 6i» 7-4 lay OS3* Echo (4th). 3.3%. 
CM Chepman, Market Raren). Tot*: £5.60; 
030. £2J0. Oft £550. CSft £2059- 

*2& l.lHE6MJLOPerMUDR(N Stoth) 
IMfey; Z MaNe Messa^r 3-1:8. *m 
Bank 9-4 Bibo. 2, 3%. (MreMHaaifly, Set- 

bun). 1WK £2.60: £U0, £LSC- Of. 
gj-ia CSF: t£jB6. 

SJXfc X. FRGDOtE MUCK (C Uaaaiyn) 
10-11 toi % J af c a nt B 3-1; 3. OWag Mer 

»]. 4 ran. 13. SVk (NtotoOtoOBtoB. CUM- . 

artMrt.TW*: £L50i Oft £290. CSP. £*02. 

Ptecapot £28.00. Qoadpot: £730. 

Pteca 8: £ 30.41 PteM 5: £2012. 

TAUNTON 

USOzS- SWINSSTNIHWGS (R Farant} 

6- 1; 2. Sacond Oatots 7-2; 3 l ttenerai 
MaiMto 1-2 tor. 4 ran. Vh. 4. B Mtag). 
Iota £7.00. OF: 1A80, CSft £22J0. 

12ft J. AUUPA IP Hefts) 4-1; 2. Hoot 
Cadet 3-1 tor; 3. Haekelts Cmaa 5-1. 12 
ran. 4, iVt P Hodged- Ttom £4.50; 
rnon £170. £2.00. Dft £&7a CSF: 
£1638. Tea EltXaO: Wt 8Utbd knap. GaF 

jsssss^ssstst 

DR £8m CSR £1&S3- , 

,«- i wniMiJOCKEftAFMcOoid 7-4 

SfWSgfS? 

r? , m Df; £7.70. CSF: £20^6. 
^tOo-X BUIE RAVEN (A Mflgadl W 
a.tawi8wtaw» 1 - 4HB P ftl * **^ 
6-4 ta Mtara RatL M fl> **= 

“SSSSSSSSS^sr 

2. iBdta 3-1; 3. GIW*hfto«w»^l ; 

SSo^^OOraFi £2.95. tUt Wat 

HSLodt E22150. 0t»A»e£lL2O- 

plea's: £234.40. Haca Ss £30.74. 


HYPERION 

lJZO Wind Cheetah 150 Myrmidon 220 PatHB 
Danseun Z55 W^tty Flyer S25 Heart 400 EM- 
435 Society Mage 505 No Pattern 


9 


gir-jsi 




32 

40 SHFW61>CaqiBBttae8a 

-totetarffll 

-12<tectered- 

BEnna M HStef Hmv «■! BUJUbMflto. 84 Dento BMcfc. 7-1 


Ato Sena. 81 Mnab, I 


a, 184 


GOING: Good (Good to Ftna ta piaaca). 

STALLS: Sum#* -stands aide; round -orsslde. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: On tmf, Mgb 5f to 7f HOyda. 

■ LelVhand, sharp nodnfcaing coaree. 

■ Comae la SB of town an B2028. Ungfleld atedon tservad tv 
Lnadan,Victo(ia}aitahBcoDDe.ADMBS10N:Mmbi9B&J3,tot- 
iaaafbi9;StoerKn*lS.CA»PAJLK:C3ub£3; remateder flee. 


BLTNKEgXDFIBSniMRtotorw [130^ Casytoa Mani (ri- 
sored, 2301), Zrdbm (836); Fan OTVentrAite (vtaored, 4X0), 
Mhlaflwiflr (visored, 4.00* Kmminf Free (vtamd. 430}, 
WniNEHS IN LART SEVEN DAIS: Eager To Dcm (4 .00) won 
at FtaBoesMUf last Pttday; AymtU (5.06) won at Ftdtostone (a« 
FWday aad at Ram&cn cn Monday; Moatoae (5D5) won at Here- 
r— ii i. Wednesday. 

LONG DISTANCE KDNNBBS: Brcoed Wd) (6.06) has been 
sent LTOmfiaatyBCiiabldiatfrc«na*c4>‘» Wood. StaflionfaWre. 


o nr] AUI1JMN MADEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5400 added lm Gf 


1 420554 ZUNDR>B(UM)P0)AMHe497 Cl 

2 080000 Bmx CflOBT (88) R7 Harter 492-Baa; 

3 0 EXECUmE0HlCSI(U4RMRamr3812 

4 tUYLMC-Cuy PHEdgerS B12 

5 05 POMOEPSiCnM.(70}JR»ton38l2 

6 4232 BBGD (Q 8 Hwmd 3 8 12. 

7 D TOBY BRWffi Us A 3 8 12 

8 863005 2M«RUI(41)LMcmeaW3812 

9 432240 BEUUiVDt (30) M Tcnfkns 3 8 7 

10 4522 HEWrmmM9tta»38 7. 

11 230533 SHBLD'VOHUHE(41)SMxxfc387 

12 SO TraCMBnt24)SMelor387, 


13 0^0000 



1387. 


IRMNC0{7)8 
-13dael—d- 

BEITW8: 84 Item. 1L4 Zton. 8-1 ta, 4-1 ShHay Vwtore. S-l 
, 481 Itayto g B R y. 581 


1 Oft 1 raFSLE3>WGI*RTNB? MAIDEN STAKES 
— Yl (CLASS D)(DIV0 £4^50 added 2Y06f 

HVPTPWtojmBO iCwdl 

60 lAlXm (US) IQmn 9 0 OIMtaal 

g} % Made P*wan 9 0 GtMBtelS 

'Ihjrrfflf 

-RtabtesT 


4jOO 


60 SAUNMtOO(40)IBBB«90 
04 wtniMiEKir(i4RMnn)90 
MDMDBKwrbm&ro 


6 WO CHStNt (BSA) |299 M Saaae 9 0- 
40 WDH AWL (23) H Candy 90 L 

UkaLtoteSg- 


JF tack (3)9 


60 MMZMT (USA) (Z7)0F)WR HerrS 
05 SI1BI SANDS (24) T McGoam 8 ~ 
00 NEU.00NE(U8Uta89 

-32dscterad- 
tod Cbateak. 4-L IWppy, 9-2 
r, 84 Fteba Bawtea, 32-1 Mi 
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DfTCHUNS MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4J50 added 2YD 5f 


1 0400 

2 00630 

3 0540 

4 660 

5 008 

6 050110 

7 rain 

8 050 

9 04060 

10 000 

11 500 

12 243611 

13 030054 

14 0040 

15 244404 
18 000 
17 033400 

16 <00040 


UPHAM NURSERY HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£4200 added ZVDTf 

OSBfMCH FOSE (15) T IM 9 7. IRstaalO 

lWReE(lACBdBan9 7 — . — J i Bite IB 

SAFFRON ROSE mMBteVM 9 7 NAteawl* 

SAK ST JOHN p^M^en 9 6 ADwkE 


(US4JCW LCutbtIS: 
SHAIL W BO m OT R ttenon 9 3 . 


64 D0NSaARIAN[12UW 


90. 


JATaHadtie 

ItoOMI 

00 UraESnMN)C*&rp8)WM*9Q DRaktnl 

2834 a WMOONp ^ minuter 90 TSpnta4 

26 UA I Uimn iCm>POwHto4tan89 — RHatenCTf 

00 DCfflBU (118 W 18889 ITMareS 

HUt7HTlxreaanJonKS9. ACwtarS 


.DIMtoS 
Jttataal 

RWtBU8B0US(9en mm RHannon92 JtowfftoB* 

NOCOWABBTOMBel813 JAFaNfcwB 

MMRAreCGS}PKaki»n812 ICamaXV 

MCWBMEAftr(22)PMten812 AMcStaaS 

VIPOWRUECZ^J totes 810 SSaadaslB 

EA8BIT0 PLEASE (7) (0 G talmay 8 9 r7w)8 tMMd 37 

MRC8ESS COP n 8 Utehan 88 — MTattedtUR 

IMMMB ffl& B5) M FGotkqr 8 8 EtackffiSV 

MBS BABCaXMA (7) M Pdgase B 8 DRaotacwlS 

SCHUNDto«44)UF^oaey86 SMabawDnteaSl 

HtNPFtl PB' AaHWCA— l8 g .. J tototto wrWMV 

NBA) (19 CCjar 85 SCanar 7 

-Udadaaad- 

toPteans7-lMtettau,8awO(taMda,ktov 

tomiodoewa 


2 425052 BUMMBt SQUAitE Dte R Haani 9 ( 

3 " ' “ 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


2 JBurmoBOTWMgffs: 

4234 NONUAmetaoanBB. 


I|DtoP)3 
jOoyteT 
X Nutter 2 


Z20 


10 224600 aMFTRmSAl(J^MHBjn»39 

-HJdectered- 

BEiatoUMtoMM, 7-a ItoeNarStemMHiarttotk, 83 

5-1 HUat, 8J P°° S tewrtta, 104 Cuwwrt tea rt'i . IS 1 ntten 

BtmCWWIYCLAMNG STAKES (CLASS 
F) £3,450 added 2VD 6f 

1 00 DlsnNCnVEIXHM(3(QKhay97 CScalJrlS 

2 33030 AfmONWO(BakMnaiV1Bugcn93-SMBakllLB 

3 QMjP *MBaotFCHARSBt(7)TJNa^acn93— 8toade«i4 

4 3MM0 HA S TBSTROKE gH P) B MaffBC 9 3 RM0ac2 

5 030415 teWIW««J0«BnBtoffwfll-J4Wte«18 

6 00 DC COMMODORE [9) W to* 8 13 ICanSS 

7 00 tn« MB outer 813— A&tetSV 

8 rtBEMNS 8 K(mm 5 Dow 812 

9 150 SUB IMHO (43 A Jones 811 — 

30 «H9i D0Wrr(7)(Cffl WRHm»610 

11 ytwn CASPIAN HORN (7) (CO) A J*« 5 6 

JQCQLB4ML DUcat 38 

0 LOCNM WT (1M| JSttoeS 7 


'H ' J LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£A&0 added 3VO 7f 

4421-04 HWSM(SB)(D)PWWt97 SSwtoteS 

362203 Ses00LB0r(SB)mTJNtegtDB96 RHugwaU 

605 POLBH RPVTWi Pfl M Toaplmi 9 6 8 Day 3 

Mwn) MnafBKra5)«CftDQanth95-J)Maha(S|13V 
WHtea $B80U5SBtSAnON£OHBF)tltoscoK9A-BIMMd4 

044040 PflOJRMC MLCinsn94 Ottttei* 

24)8644 ASHANB IMNCBt (38) M Hayies 9 2 Stater 3 


531020 H0N0RABl£ESmE{lS(nRHanm90JtaafllUil7 

008 0CUynHU.P9)PKaritsB13 CMadlS 

250540 5B0ANaanJto»r813 DHaotoalS 


00 LRSAMMffpqCDi9v86. 

MBBWBCK J Moon 8 6- 
3550 xua woo pa DOnonne 4- — 

8C400 nwrS«*STfM)0M»*n«84^_ 

503603 WSSMN8AB£mMUO«a)eil82 

105404 SUMCt B9tfflO{7 )OOfcrtf i Om 7 g. torte to)W a 39 

BEnMfeea P — D a tea tek81gBBtew i8r* l w ,7-lRB rt B MlB .tap4. 
«a tarn, atak QitoL A1 Haaar Goff Ctoteir, Dowy; 38-1 flltoa 
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9FSL£B>flG PARTNER MADEN STAKES 
(CLASS D)(DIV B) £A^50 added 2W> « 


0254 /WS8VBI(43)RHam«90.— — 
. 6 «UB>AGMB«fpqSWtoite90 

ALMUUM(UA)JPvb80—— 
OMWAffiANflEWffCaib4igO- 

*T«S(CW)PVtorp89- 


7 

—StaterS 

AIMfeul 

-Rtodtoi 

ItartSS 


aWAIBAAOW4(USA)MSte*8B Otam3 

CBlBkp32}JSaBto89— .. 

IMBB OT H CDfcgteSB 89 — W HtanreS 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 460000 ANBASSADOM (USA) <U)C Boon 811 State 7 

12 503210 BBtEACTBBA) WUaryiltaSBSll-P to te wi ayP)!! 
12 550001 SOCCVIIWBmMIBMgBllfiaSJtoteiDHyarAS 

K 452 RMBBI REUnONUQPWtebar 8 10 IFEta» 

15 38 5506 MRSMCBADentTOIBSnanBlO UtobbtetS 

15 504000 IIOlCMtfD(7}(CD|BPeace8lO DRMctawlO 

17 501604 anrw»«Ga*»gB10 SDnaael 

18 214000 DUteBONPOEBSPU Clkrn^S 9 Itatote2 

-ISffattoatf- 

BEtme M Paste toytem. 1M Itaite RiMkia, M ABterNA 1M 
SHIM seeMtawHStd* Hade. HlMta caWora, SMatew 

c ri c l LEWES AMATEURS' LASTED STAKES 
™1 (CLASS F) £3^50 added lm 3f DOtyte 

046401 HONTOtCPI) toim6119 toMMa«tam2V 

012111 AWit4)SWteiM51H. — ItaAtatotS 

061645 ARnCBAf(23)lk9NDufeld4110 NIMURS 

300000 JUtOV(2«JMta*41Dl2 — BDMtoRl 

000304 nnnaii) WEU.p)BtataRl01012Jtol«Niiatei«B 
8 044206 FMVnaEHrpfi)RKanxi41012 — — H-CVIgaslS 

7 25-0002 RDIBIIMpa|nnGMba^7£)12JkRlMlten3« 

8 030003 NO MI1BM (7) (CD) 6 L Mon 4 10 121k State (4)I3V 

9 3Q30C6 0USnBIHBBBCMMK|rea4l0Z2JlteriteHa9 

10 0QE0Q3 RRSMCUNBtp5|S[)*>53011 *»Tllcta%7 

11 214346 AusnBsenc»pannT;NtegiiM3i03ia — 

MnlNtedSaaffilA 

12 115354 MRa?5TAftP7)n 0ltenaySfflin3lO10 

MrRtoukte(4)22 

13 005632 BAAGAFlHOU (USA) (313 AMooB310EtosJUaoan3 
W OSOOOO SMAaiff1 ia w m p)J»BBWg31P6JtaAWlto«M8 

15 005 mMt(SS)J6o*y3l06-_Jn8BteiBy(«fl 

16 052125 S m sm O MOU8EOTPitocy31D l MtelS a n a tew a 

-Udtdaiad- 

WWfe*itoto,B4M0taB4,MJrtc8tolto»ii , »9be I 

toky RUat. No Pratn, 184 otare 


McCoy rests after heavy 
fall brings neck injury 


The champion National Hunt 
jockey, Tony McCoy, was lucky 
to escape serious injury fol- 
lowing a crashing fall from 
Miners Rest in the Thurlbear 
Novices' Handicap Chase at 
Tfcumon yesterday. McCoy, who 
had earlier posted a double 
aboard Ramstar and Indian 
Jockey, was brought back in an 
ambulance but was later allowed 
to leave the course. 

“The back of my occk is very 
sore, J haven't been this sore for 
a long time," McCoy said af- 
terwards. “I haven't ami rides at 
Hexham tomorrow and 1 will 
definitely be hack at Chepstow 
oo Saturday. 1 suppose 1 should 
be feeling good as I have ridden 
a double this afternoon but 1 am 
a bit shaken to say the least.” 


However, the course doc- 
tor, Jeremy Budd, commented: 
"McCoy will have to pass a doc- 
tor before he can ride again. 
He’s not concussed in any way 
but be has a very stiff neck anil 
will be seeing a physio." 

Brendan Powell was also in 
the wars after a fall from Have 
A Nightcap in the Summerfield 
Handicap Hurdle and missed 
his remaining ride. 

Timmy Murphy was found 
guilty of using his whip with un- 
reasonable frequency on the 
fourth, Sirtelimar. in the same 
race. The rider, who is based 
with Kim Bailey, was banned for 
four days and a day to be noti- 
fied for remedial training as this 
was his third offence under the 
whip and interference rules. 



THIS SATURDAY 
AND 
SUNDAY 

Unbeatable coverage 
of Saturday's 
Cambridgeshire plus 
special Sunday 
Arc De Triomphe 
edition 
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LIFE AT THE TOP: England’s multi-millionaire former captain outlines his 
manifesto for management, both at home and abroad. Glenn Moore reports 


Platt busy 
planning for 
the future 


S ome of E .gland's players 
forsook the Glenn Hod- 
dle regime of isotonic 
drinks and high-energy diet for 
a glass of wine and canapes last 
night. There were no com- 
plaints from Hoddle, however, 
just the acknowledgement of an 
opportunity to draw strength for 
the future from the past. 

It is not as if there was any 
danger of the piayezs getting out 
of hand - they were at a Down- 
ing Street reception for the he- 
roes of Elm 96. The timing 
could not have been better, for 
England or John Major. For the 
footballers the evening was an 
apposite reminder of the sum- 
mer’s success as they prepare for 
the first of their home World 
Cup matches against Poland 
on Wednesday. For the Con- 
servative Party leader it was a 
chance to bask in reflected glo- 
ry and counter 

Labour's own ... 

attempt to mflk English players 

football s new . 

popularity are becoming 

That had 

come in the af- more open to 

ternoon, when . , ' 

Tony Biair ideas. European 

posed for pho- 

tographs with players coming 
me Manches- in has helped 

ter Umted ~ 


greatly helped recently, such has 
been the turnover at Highbury. 
Hoddle is the fifth coach he has 
played under this season. 

“It has been quite an ‘excit- 
ing’ time,” he agreed after 
training, adding: “The good 
thing now is that we can 
progress. Now Ars&ne Wenger 
can find out what he has at his 
disposal and strengthen the 
side. 

“He’s obviously got some 
Continental ideas but I am sure 
he will look to open players' 
min ds first with some small 
changes so they accept the rad- 
ical ones more easily later. 

“Glenn Hoddle can do the 
same. It is important to learn off 
people, especially if you want to 
stay in the game. You don't want 
to take everything Wenger says 
and use it, you take out what you 
want and use it At Sampdoria 
I thought [Sven- 


manager was 

one of the speakers at an FA- 
sponsored fringe meeting at 
the Labour party conference. 
The meeting was hosted by 
David Davies, the FA’s Direc- 
tor of Public Affairs, who then 
rushed to London for the 
evening function. Even for a for- 
mer BBC political correspon- 
dent this was parliamentary 
networking on the grand scale 
- there could be no better 
demonstration of football’s cur- 
rent high profile. 

Some of that is down to Euro 
96 and that part will fade if Hod- 
dle does not maintain Ven- 
ables' success. Unlike his 
predecessor, Hoddle was not in- 
vited to Downing Slreet - the 
evening was strictly for the 
playeis and management in- 
volved in Euro 96. Instead be 
stayed in the team hotel, con- 
tinuing his series of one-to- 
one chats with his players. 

Earlier he had supervised 
an almost full training session. 
Of the 23 players he picked last 
week only Robbie fWler and 
Dominic Matteo did not train, 
and they sat and watched as they 
waited, in hope, for their leg in- 
juries to ease. 

One player folkwing the ses- 
sion with great interest was 
David Platt. The Arsenal mid- 
fielder recently said be intends 
to move into management and, 
having missed the trip to 
Moldova with injury, had not 
worked with Hoddle before. His 
pursuit of knowledge has been 


Goran] Eriks- 
son was superb 
but I would not 
do everything 
he did. 

“For a start it 
is very difficult 
to train in Eng- 
land like they 
do on the Con- 
tinent. There 
are no free 
weeks. People 
talk about 
training twice a day - when are 
you going to do it? We have just 
played seven games in 20 days, 
there is no space to train twice 
a day. 

“La Italy, where they play 
from Sunday to Sunday, they 
can use that week to train to- 
wards the game. They say *we 
will do that Monday, that Tues- 
day, etc. Butin England you do 
not know how bard the game 
will be in midweek. U might be 
a really hard game and you will 
think, T can’t do that on Thurs- 
day now, they need rest’. 

“English players are becom- 
ing more open to ideas. Euro- 
pean players coming in has 
helped, people see the way they 
train and talk about the game. 
European managers will help 
further, people will learn from 
them and be influenced when 
they go into management.'' 

For now Platt is making the 
most of playing. T m playing the 
best football I have since I 
came back. I've had no problems 
with the knee since March. I still 
have playing ambitions - 1 came 
back to England to win things." 

Will it happen with Arsenal 
this year? “We deserve a lot of 
credit for keeping it going. A lot 
of people thought it would fall 
down while we waited for the 
new manager. All the talk 
about us being in crisis made us 
more resilient We are in a good 
position but other teams are 
better equipped for the cham- 
pionship than we are." 



LIFE AT THE BOTTOM: The player-manager of 
the club 92nd out of England’s 92 explains to 
Guy Hodgson the attractions of his new role 





E ven Ray Wilkins seemed 
slightly perplexed why, 
having just turned 40, he 
was playing in a man’s game 
when be is, m football terms, an 
OAP. “If s something I have to 
get out of my ’system,” he told 
an interviewer, explaining his 
decision to turn out for Hi- 
bernian. After all, the fact he 
was meeting Rangers that night 
hardly implied he had fallen far 
from the grace of hK best years. 

But how do you explain 
someone like Kerry Dixon? 
Chelsea’s golden boy, who 
seemed, to personify the flash of 
King’s Road as weU as the bang 
of two productive feet, has got 
football in “the system all right 
but he has gone down much far- 
ther than tire Scottish Premier 
Division to satisfy his craving. 
Being player-manager of Eng- 
land’s bottom dub. Doncaster 
Rovers, suggests more than a 
love affair with the game, it im- 
plies a worrying addiction. 

In the past, old England 
players would fade away m the 
lower divisions but hardly ever 
now. Most prefer the big wages 
and low responsibility on the 
fringe of Premiership teams to 
pitting their slowing reflexes 
a g*fn«a Neanderthal and jealous’ 
centre-halves all too ready to 
kick lumps out of someone 
who knew better things. Dixon 
is an exception. 

“I'm sure you’re wrong.” the 
35-year-old striker said when it 
was put to him that England 
playeis do not do farewell tours 
m football's provinces any 
more. "There’s..." His voice 
tailed off as he racked his brain 
and then changed his mind. "I 
suppose you could be right” 

He was sitting in an office that 
is about as far as you can get 
from the plushness of Chelsea 
where, far nine seasons, be was 
the closest thing to the new Pe- 
ter Osgood until GianIucaVial~ 
li arrived at Stamford Bridge. 
Belle Vue might have a French 
name but no one woald describe 
ft as fancy and Dixon, indeed the 


whole club, operates from Por- 
takabinspailffidontheforecouit 
You would caff it bargain base- 
ment except the “pile it high, sell 
it cheap” brigade migh t sue. 

“I just love footbalL scoring 
goals in particular, " Dixon said 
by way of mitigation. “It's some- 
thing I've done since 1 was sev- 
en and Pm reluctant to let ft go. 

I know Pd miss the banter of the 

dressing-room. People say you 
can’t beat the spirit of cama- 
raderjein the Armed Forces but 
this must push it dos& . - 



Dixon: Single-minded 


“I couldn’t hang around the 
reserves having air easy life 
and picking up good money. I 
could have stayed at Watford 
and tried to play my way back 
into die first team but the job 
satisfaction would not match 
what I could get here.' 

It is probably his uj 
that makes the bottom of the 
pfle an attractive option. Dixon 
may still have the knack of 
ghosting into penalty areas but 
bis early years were laced by be- 
ing marked for rejection. At Lai- 
ton be was one of only two 
schoolboys cast oat frcHn a crop 
of 13 while he was let go by lot-: 
tenbam despite scoring 30 goals 
in a season for the youth team. 
Only after he had completed an 
apprenticeship as a toolmaker 
(fad this square peg find the right 
shaped hole: Reading. 


From there he moved w 
Chelsea, the dub having a place 
in bis feelings that has survived 
even a tempestuous relationship 
with the chairman, Ken Bates, 
and a seemingly unending sup- 
ply of strikers bought to replace 
bun. “You don’t spend the best 
years of your life at a place with- 
out feeling a great deal of af- 
fection for ft,” be said. "My one 
regret in my career is that I 
'didn’t become Chelsea’s record 
scorer. I finished with 1 93 goals, 
nine short." 

Figures are important to 
Dixon, like the four goals he got 
in eight games for his country. 

He rattles off statistics with 
authority and the big number in 
his mind at the momeat is his , 
300th strike. Tm dose," he said. 
“TVe lost track of exactly how J ' 
many I’ve scored in the cups, but 
I know Tm near. I expect a jour- 
nalist wili come ap to me in the 
near future and tell me I’ve got 
there. It’s one oftbe things that 
keeps me going." 

So far he has scored twice for 
Doncaster and the enduring na- 
ture of his angle-minded pur- 
suit of goals surprises, just as the 
choice of entry into manage- 
ment does. It is not hard to 
imagine Yorkshire folk looking 
at Dixon's blond good looks 
with the words “southern soft- 
ie” at the ready. Yet Doncast- 
er has taken to him, applauding 
his decision to work at the 
tough end of the trade. 

“The people here are dif- 
ferent class," he said. “They 
have their way of saying and do- 
ing things but I've been made 
to feel very welcome. I think 
they appreciate I’ve not come 
here to use Doncaster as a 
quick stepping stone to some- 
where else. I'm ambitious but 
I have plans for the chib as well g 
as myself.” v, 

The craving appears to be a 
long way from being sated. 
“The Premiership is the place 
to be,” he said, “but at the mo- 
ment Tm happy with life where 
lam.” 


Halifax hit new low in Cup exit 


Platt Makes no secret of his managerial aspirations 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


Non-League notebook 

RUPERT METCALF 


All of the GM VauxhaU Con- 
ference sides involved in FA 
Cap action this past week man- 
aged to avoid defeat - except for 
Halifax Tbwn, who were ham- 
mered 4-1 at home by Bishop 
Auckland last Saturday. 

That thrashing by the Uni- 
Bond League side was the worst 
result of what has been a diffi- 
cult season for the former Foot- 
ball League dub. They have 
struggled to stay above the 
Conference relegation zone. 
Tuesday’s 1-0 defeat at Mac- 
desfield left Halifax with just 
four teams beneath them. 

John CarrolL the former Run- 
corn manager in his first full sea- 
son in charge at The Shay, has 


brought in several experienced 
players, especially in attack. Ja- 
son Beckford, once of Man- 
chester Gty, arrived this week to 
compete with the summer sign- 
ings Bobby Davison, the former 
Derby and Leeds striker who has 
returned to Halifax after a 16- 
year absence, and Mike Norbury 
(ex-Doncaster and Preston) for 
a front-line place. 

At least the future looks 
brighter off the pitch. Next sea- 
son the rugby league side Hal- 
ifax Blue Sox are due to move 
in to The Shay, which will be re- 
named the Calderdale Sports 
Stadium as part of a three-stage 
redevelopment plan to be fund- 
ed in part by the local council. 
The first stage, due for com- 
pletion before the end of the 
season, will raise capacity to 
11,834, with 4,053 seats. 


The burden of Ronaldo 


Spain 


-- I Ronaldo, the new 
: hero of Nou Camp, 
•is, it seems, under 


as much pressure al Barcelona 
as the Spanish chib’s coach, 
Bobby Robson. 

The former England man- 
ager is unhappy that, when his 
£13m striker has an off game, 
so does the team. ur We can’t al- 
ways expect Ronaldo to sort 
out the games for us,” Robson 
said after Wednesday's 1-1 
home draw with Tenerife that 
handed the lead in the Span- 
ish First Division to their big 
rivals, Real Madrid. “He 
shouldn’t be the key- he’s 
only 20 years old." 

Ronaldo was shut out by the 
Tenerife defender Cesar Go- 
mez and failed to score for the 
first time in four games. With 
five in six matches, though, the 
Brazilian international is the 
league’s top scorer. 

Despite Barcelona's good 
start, they have had flak from 
their former coach, Johan 
Cruyff- “Frankly, they’re play- 
ing badly,” the Dutchman said 
Iasi week. He is still a season- 
ticket holder at Nou Camp, 
and receives a hero’s welcome 
at every home game - despite 
his ongoing law suits against 
the club for unfair dismssal 
and loss of earnings. 

The official response to *eir 

former coach’s atticisms came 
yesterday from Joan Gaspart, 
a dub vice-president, who said: 

If Cruyff doesn’t say bad 


a nobody ” This depute w ill 
surely run and run... 


'.-jjy:. 

AROUND 

THE WORLD 

Brazil 

’ _r~ All is not well in 
Vy- Ronaldo’s home- 
V — - land, Brazil. Beset 
by on-field violence, the do- 
mestic league has now been 
criticised by the country’s 
greatest footballing son: Pele. 

“It worries me to know that 
more people attend rodeos 
than football matches in 
BraziL” Pele said Iasi weekend. 
“Brazil are the only four-time 
world champions, but most of 
our football clubs are broke.” 

The 24-team national league 
and its gruelling twice -a- week 

schedule is a big problem, ac- 
cording to Fele. “If we don’t or- 
ganise our most traditional 
teams into a truly profession- 
al league, they may be doomed 
to bankruptcy." he said. 

Italy 

Much embarrass- 
ment at the Stadio 
„ , I iiigi Ferraris on 

Wednesday night, where Sam- 
pdoria were beaten 2-0 by 
their city rivals, Genoa, who 
completed a 4-2 aggregate win 


in the second round of the Ital- 
ian Cup. Genoa are now in the 
Second Division, and after los- 
ing to them it seems that the 
Sampdoria coach. Sven Goran 
Eriksson, needs some good 
results to save his job. 

The Sampdoria president. 
Enrico Mantovani, said after 
the game: “My first problem 
now is to find a way of re- 
funding those Sampdoria fans 
who bought tickets for 
tonight's game. Tonight we 
played very badly. Everything 
is now up for discussion and 
when I say everything, I mean 
the coach, his assistant, the 
squad and tire directors." 

Romania 




a Romanian nou- 
League team, trail- 
— — ing their opponents 
16 -U. Bed from the field two 
minutes before time last Sun- 
day after Fans threatened to 
strip them naked if they con- 
ceded two more goals. “With 
the score 164) for the opposing 
team, some gypsy fans shout- 
ed Athletic Bucharest would 
leave Ihe stadium naked if 
they lost the game 18-0” the 
newspaper Evenimenml ZM re- 
ported. 

The club have been fined 50 
million lei (almost £10.000) by 
the Romanian football feder- 
ation for failing to finish the 
game. “We’re very sorry for 
Athletic but wc bad to apply 
the rules, which are the same 
for everybody," a federation 
spokesman said. 

Rupert Metcalf 


Symons looks for better times 


It has been the kind of season 
so far where Kit Symons must 
have yearned for the chance to 
pull the plug and start all over 
again. Back to August's warm 
sunshine, the outlook bright 
for both he and Manchester City 
and for Alan Ball, the manag- 
er who enrrusted him with tne 
captain’s armband and the re- 
sponsibility to lead their pro- 
motion assaulL 

That was then. Now it is 
somewhat different There have 
been dark clouds over Maine 
Road almost from day one and 
the storm quickly blew the 
bouncing Ball away. City arc 
nearer the bottom than the 
top. the comedians have en- 
joyed a field dav at Francis Lee's 
expense - antf then there was 
Lincoln City and a double 
Coca-Cola Cup humiliation. 

For Symons, international 
football proved less a compen- 
sation than an additional source 
ol frustration. City's Premier- 
ship drop last May saw him take 
a step back in Bobby Gould's 
plana, with no more than a 
watching brief as Wales’ World 


Ttevor Haylett talks to the Wales defender 
who is glad for a break from club pressures 


Cup campaign opened with a 
flourish, twice gorging them- 
selves on San Marino to put six 
easy points on the board. 

Now, however, fate has tak- 
en a kinder turn. Not this time 
for Blackburn's Chris Cole- 
man, whose Achilles injury has 
put him out for the best part of 
the season, but instead for the 
Basingstoke-born Symons, who 
wins rack his defensive (dace as 
Wales promise another un- 
comfortable British reception 
for the Dutch tomocrow. 

It is just the kind of occasion 
he assumed he was guarantee- 
ing himself when he left 
Portsmouth for Manchester’s 
“other club” 14 months ago. A 
big Cardiff Arms Park crowd, 
loads of atmosphere, an out- 
come which will mean an awful 
lot to an awful lot of people. 

These are the games you 
wan! lo be involved in and, even 
though I always look forward to 
coming away with Wales, I 


must admit it is especially nice 
to have a break from all the at- 
tention that is focused on the 
club at the moment," said 
Symons yesterday, after learn- 
ing of Ira recall 

Naturally the video machine 
has taken a bashing this week, 
replaying the meaningful action 
from that balmy, almost barmy, 
European Championship eve- 
ning when the Netherlands’ 
inferiority was laid bare in a 
4~1 England extravaganza. Bob- 
by Gould and Terry Venables 
might not be bosom pals, but 
the glorious manifestation of 
the England coach’s methods 
on that night might just do 
Wales a favour if it plants seeds 
of insecurity in fragile Dutch 
minds. 

“We won’t be fooled into 
thinking they are a poor ride, 
but the summer showed that 
they are not invincible and ft is 
up to us to find their weaknesses 
and exploit them,” Symons raid. 


“If we can beat them, it 
would make other people be- 
lieve in the quality of the squad. 
We believe m ourselves, but it's 
a question of convincing others. 
If we can’t win, it's important we 
don’t gel beat Who knows, a 
draw might be seen as a good 
result by the end of the cam- 
paign. There have been so 
many near misses that we are 
determined to make it this 
time." 

It would have been cruel to 
suggest that - by City’s defini- 
tion - a “good result" is a de- 
feat by only a single goal. 
Doubtless Symons would have 
shrugged that off in the same 
phlegmatic, laid-back fashion 
that makes him the ideal man 
in a crisis. -A useful quality at 
City this season, perhaps... 

“Obviously, it’s not a bed of 
roses there at the moment, but 
neither is it as bad as is paint- 
ed. The City fans are so pas- 
sionate and it’s for them tha t 
you want ro do well. Tm certain 
that, once the new manager is 
installed, we can turn things 
around.” 


League back down over Palace request for postponement 


Crystal Palace yesterday won 
their battle to have their First 
Division meeting with Sheffield 
United at Selhuist Park, sched- 
uled for Sunday, called off. 

Dave Bassett’s ride were un- 
happy that the Football League 
rejected an initial request fora 
postponement when they bad 
four playeis called up fix' senior 
and Under-2i international 
duly and another on standby. 

But with another two yes- 


terday winning late call-ups, 
bringing the number ofplayers 
unavailable up to a possible sev- 
en, League officials relented. 

Ray Houghton (Republic of 
Ireland). Tony Scully (Republic 
Under-2 Is) and Chris Day and 
Bruce Dyer (both England Un- 
der-2ls) were joined on the in- 
ternational scene by Dougie 
Freedman and Robert Quinn. 
Freedman has been drafted 
into Craig Brown’s Scotland 


squad for the Wbrid Cup match- 
es with Latvia andEstonia. with 
Quinn answering the call of 
the Republic's Under-21 team. 

Palace also • have Danny 
VauxhaU on standby for Eng- 
land’s youngsters and a League 
spokesman, Chris Hull, said: 
“We have allowed the game to 
be postponed because we were 
presented with an exceptional 
set of circumstances," 

The First Division leaders. 


Bolton, will also be inactive this 
weekend after having tomor- 
row’s game with Oxford at die 
Manor Ground postponed be- 
cause of fresh international calls. 
John McGinlay has been named 
as a late inclusion in Scotland’s 
squad and feDow striker Nathan 
Bl ak e has won a place in the 
Wiles squad for the World Cup 
qualifying tie with the Nether- 
lands. Bolton will now visit Ox- 
ford on 19 November. 


Elsewhere in the FA Cup, 
Stevenage, the Conference 
leaders, were held to a 1-1 
home draw by Baldock, of the 
Dr Martens League, last Sat- 
urday but gained a 2-1 success 
in Wednesday's replay, (hanks 
to a last-minute winner by Pe- 
ter Sodje. The only Conference 
side as yet unable to overcome 
lower-level opponents are 
Hayes, who luce a second replay 
against Grays, of the Iris 
League, on Monday. 

Durham City have been ex- 
pelled from the FA Cup after it 
was revealed that, in last week- 
end’s 1-1 draw against ConsetL 
they fielded a player who had 
appeared for South Shields in 
the preliminary round. Con sett 
now travel to play Halifax's 
conquerors. Bishop Auckland, 
on 12 October. 

Gould waits 
for verdict on 
Pembridge 

Wales, with six World Cup 
points in the bag after two vic- 
tories over San Marino, chase 
a third win against the Nether- 
lands at Cardiff Anns Baric to- 
morrow evening without Ryan 
Giggs, Chris Coleman - and 
maybe Mark Pembridge, who 
has been strug^liag to recover 
from a calf strain. 

The Sheffield Wednesday 
man trained for the first time 
yesterday without any adverse 
reaction and Gould will moni- 
tor his progress in the remain- 
ing sessions before deciding 
whether he is ready to face the 
Dutch. If Pembridge does not 
recover, Birmingham City's 
.Andy Legg will take his place 
at left wing-back. 

Gary Speed replaces the sus- 
pended Giggs while Kit Symons 
comes in for the injured Cole- 
man. Gould is hoping that 
Speed win be fired up against the 
Dutch, after being disappoint- 
ed to be left out of the 64} win 
over San Marino in August 

Gould has added the Bolton 
striker Nathan Blake to his 
squad to provide cover for John 
Hanson (ankle) and Gareth 
Tftylor tshm splints). 

Guiis Hiddiak, the Dutch 
coach, has had his prepara- 
tions hampered by injuries to 
Patrick KI invert, Michael Rei- 
ziger, Richard Witschge, Marc 
Ovennars, Peter Hoeksira, 
Rene Eijkelkamp, Youri Mul- 
der and Johan de Kock. 

UifBiar O t yi. PggW fc (Partly). HofcSg, 
fflhwfaol. Bmmtaf (Bras* Rmn&Hm 
(BjirnUgartri. .Spaed (Bratnnl. Hudm 
(Oiefc**), Mm (NqHingBin Fo^g. " 
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McDermott pushes himself to make the cap fit 


Brian McDermott has not fol- 
lowed a conventional route to- 
wards the fiist Great Britain cap 
finch he will win against Fiji in 
Nadi tomorrow. The Bradford 
Bulls prop comes from a rugby 
league family - two of his broth- 
ers were professionals - but his 
own involvement was Znter- 
N ' rupted by minor matters like five 
years in the Royal Marines and 
a career as a boxer. 

Less than a year ago, it also 
seemed that McDermott was on 
the verge of being shown the 
door at Bradford, “Every oth- 
er player seemed to be getting 
a full-time contract, so 1 went 
to see Brian Smith, who told me 
that he wasn't sure I was going 
to be suitable for Super 
League," be recalled, “1 asked 


him to give me until Christmas 
to prove him wrong." 

Long before the decorations 
went up, McDermott had done 
just that, the then Bradford 
coach approaching him after 
one particularly impressive per- 
formance against Wirrington to 
tell him: “You've got yourself a 

contract.” 

His form during the first Su- 
per League season made him an 
only mildly surprising selection 
for'Great Britain's tour and his 
display in the heat and altitude 
of Mt Hagen in the first match 
in Papua New Guinea, is some- 
thing which has lodged in the 
mind of tbe tour coach, Phil 
Larder. “All our props who 
were used that day played out 
of their skins," McDermott 


said. “Any one of us could have 
made it into tbe Test team." 

However, it should be Mc- 
Dermott in tribute to the rapid 
progress made by one of the 
game’s late developers. He 
played only until the age of 12 
with the Eastmoor amateur 
dob in Wakefield, where his fel- 
low tourist, Alan Hunte, was a 
team-mate until boxing and 
later tbe Marines took over. 

The experience he accumu- 
lated before his return to the 
game on his discharge gives him 
a different perspective on the 
tour and on rugby league in 
general “I went all over the 
world with the Marines and I 
didn’t realise how much l was 
missing it until 1 came cm this 
tour,” he said “When you go to 


Dave Hadfield on 

a former Marine's 
unusual route to 
his first rugby 
league Test place 


third world countries, yon al- 
ways get a very good welcome, 
because they don't have a right 
lot else in their lives. I enjoyed 
that in the Marines and Tm en- 
joying it on tour." _ 

fessiora? boxer should aJsoThi 

theory, help him to take the 
rigours of his other sport in his 
stride. “I always thought that, 
having been in the ring, Td nev- 
er get fazed by anything in jug- 
le, but as 1 go further 


and the stakes get higher, Tm 
getting more and more nervous 
before matches,” 

If that b the case, McDermott 
should be distinctly jumpy to- 
morrow, before the biggest 
match of his career. He is one 
of two new caps in Great 
Britain’s 17, the other being the 
20-year-old Sheffield centre, 
Keith Senior, another who has 
impressed in his outings so far. 
Larder is living up to his dec- 
laration that changes will be 
made if form demands iL . 

The other adjustments from 
the side which beat Papua New 
Guinea last Saturday see the 
eve r-re liable Daryl Powell win 
his 30th cap, with Hunte, who 
is recovering from a back injury, 
moving to the wing. Paul 


Scolthocpe displaces Chris 
i me second row, a trib- 


Toyntini 

ute.to his maturity as a, 
at the tender age of 19, while 
Midc Cassidy and Steve Molloy. 
are promoted to tbe bench. . 

Fiji delay finalising their 
team, bol Joe Dakahonga- one 
of three Sheffield Eagles team- 
mates feeing Senior and the 
Great Britain pro p, Paul 
Broadbeht -said that this is the 


unspecified personal reasons, ' 
leaving MaiK>a Thompson, who 
was briefly with Warrington, to 
take over the captaincy. 

The British camp naye dis- 
missed rumours that a rejection 
of the Super League appeal in 
Sydney today could cause the 
Test to be called off as disin- 
formation from the Australian 


best Fijian side yet, far better 
than the one .beaten 46-0 by 



England in the World Cup last 

October. 


is Canberra!® Noa . 
someone so renowned that bus 
driversannooDce the fact when 
they go through his home vD- 
Lage. He withdrew last night for 


to add one or more matches in 
Australia to tbe tour if the ap- 
peal succeeds. 

CJjve Griffiths, the Great 
Britain assistant coach, will be 
looking for a new dub job 
when be returns, following tbe 
decision of South. Wales not to 
take up the offer of a place in 
the First Division as a consola- 
tion prize for the Super League 


McDermott: late developer 


place that was offered and with- 
drawn.. 


(St Hetera), RmM _ . 

tfttoy), SiSw (St Hetens); Xante (War- 


I (Bradfanfl; Hunta 
n«ewii. 

OWghDjiU ~ 

rittfon). GHMfcg (St Hetang; 1 
tawffleid). Cmnlngfti (St Helens). Mc- 
(BracffbnO, Betts (AueMandl. 
» ertsnwennj. Facte! (Wgn). Sub- 
SmUb (Casdrtml). Senior 
(SfwfoeWl. era** HoBoy 


Woosnam 


considers 


surgery 


Golf 


an Woosnam, still challenging 
Ytlin Montgpmerie for the Eu- 
opean No 1 spot believes he 
nay need surgery on his injured 
:>ack once the European Tour 
rads later this month. 

Yet, despite the pain, the 38- 
year-old Welshman shot a 
three-under-par 69 at the Linde 
German Masters in Berlin yes- 
terday. one shot better than 
Montgomerie. 

Woosnam s 69 left him only 
three shots off the pace behind 
live joint leaders - fellow Welsh- 
man Mark Mouland. Irishman 
Paul McGinley. Frances Marc 
Party, England's Peter Baker 
•’*d Ihe Argentinian Jose Co- 
,.es. who all took advantage of 
one of the easiest courses on the 
Tour la shoot 66 . 

Despite his good score, 
Woosnam was far from pleased. 
“My back is still very sore and 
the problem is spreading to my 
calf muscles,” he said. *i don't 


have any pain in my calves but 
ah they are 


it seems as thougt 
burning up and l can hardly 
walk 100 yards wit houl feeling 
(hem. 

“I can't hit long irons with the 
right timing. 1 can't gel through 
the ball and can only use my 
arms. I have been told 1 really 
need surgery and I am serious- 
ly thinking about it. I am not 
playing next week and hope to 
see my surgeon. Brian Simpson, 
in Cardiff in the next few days 
to see what he says." 

Montgomerie, who is 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


13 


rhe number of months that 
he golfer Jose- Maria Olaza- 
al has been unable to play 
ecause of rheumatoid arthri- 
s rn his feet. He has called 
ff his latest comeback de- 
pite being given permission 
3 use a 


Shaw gives 
Slough a 
special treat 

Hockey 


Slough, the Women's Premier 
.vague leaders who visit Don- 
aster tomorrow, were intro- 
ucvd to a bold innovation by 
ieir coaelL John Shaw, this 
eels — the presence of :i 
jsscur before their training 
ssiorv. writes Bill CohvilL 
Shaw >oid yotvrdai ; “It 
raid ease Ihe way with bruis- 
and slight strains from the 
.linus weekend.’’ With new- 
combed internationals Lucy 
>pc and Sarah Kdlchcr still 
available and the Ohmpian. 
ma Benneu. injured, he e.v 
cts on unchanged side for the 
p north. 

The defending champions, 
.ghtown, who h jd their game 
ainst Ipswich last weekend 
•st pone d because of a waler- 
*5011 pilch, hi we a busy week- 
d ahead. They travel to play 
ibmm Leicester tomorrow 
d then receive Ipswich for the 
manned game on Sunday. 
There were disappointing 
rformances from both SeoL- 
:d and Wales in the men’s 
'.irid Cup qualifiers in Sicily, 
ales, three goals down to 
lina after 46 minutes, fought 
:k but still Inst 3-2. Poland, 
luted to nine men at one 
int, beat Scotland ”-y. 


£143.347 ahead of Wrosnam in 
the Volvo Rankings and looks 
certain to finish as European 
No i for the fourth successive 
year, was also unhappy but not 
because of any fitness problems. 
The 33-year-old Soot was four 
under par after 13 holes and 
poised to challenge for the lead 
when he had a double-bogey six 
at the 16th to fall back to two 
under. 

“It was one of those things," 
he said. “I got a flyer out of the 
rough with ray six-iron and 
went over the back of the green, 
chipped back and three-putted 
from 20 feet" When asked if he 
was aware that Woosnam was 
one shot head of him his re- 
sponse was sharp. “No. 1 am not 
interested in his score. Only my 
own.” 


The South African Ernie Els, 
who will be defending the 
World Matchplay Champi- 
onship he has won for the past 
two years, at Wentworth in two 
weeks' time, played with Mont- 
gomerie and thanks to a four- 
birdie back nine, shot 6 S, four 
under par. 

Of the five leaders. McGin- 
Jey will be the most unhappy as 
his only bogey of the round 
came at the final hole where he 
went over the back with his sec- 
ond shot and could not get up 
and down. Baker, keen to regain 
a Ryder Cup spot made his 
score with four birdies in his last 
10 holes while playing partner 
Coccrcs had five in the same 
spell. 

Mouland joined the leaders 
with five birdies in his last eijght 
holes, while Farry said: "I just 
had one of those days where 
everything went my way. Every 
time" I had a chance of a birdie 
the putt went in." 

■ Laura Davies made an im- 
pressive start to her bid for a 
second Japanese title this sea- 
son by sharing second place af- 
ter the first round of the Takara 
World Invitational in Sanbu, 
Japan. Davies, who had four 
birdies and luu bogeys, record- 
ed a two-under-par 70 to lie 
alongside Natsuko Nora and 
KikukoShihaio. and one stroke 
behind Fumiko Omatu. The 
first prize of £S6.000 makes it 
Japan's richest women's golf 
event. 



Nigel Coupe, ridSng Gion, tackles some fences during The Horse of the Year Show at Wembley yesterday 


Photograph: Robert Haflam 


Whitaker’s win becomes family affair 


Equestrianism 


GENEVIEVE MURPHY 
reports from Wembfey 


John Whitaker's 16-year-old 
daughter. Louise, became the 
youngest-ever winner of the 
"National Under-21 Champi- 
onship at The Horse of the Year 
Show yesterday, when she rode 
Cowboy Magic Deep Heat to 
victory. 

It vs as not the mast important 
contest of the day. but it was a 
major challenge for Louise and 


John Whitaker found it more 
stressful than any other. “It 
was hard work watching. I’d 
rather ride round the Olympics 
than watch Louise jumping in 
a class like that," he said. 

Deep Heat, a mare of 153 
hands, became Louise's first 
horse when she started riding 
her two years ago. First to go in 
the jump-off. her father had told 
her to "keep it tight and 
smooth, without going crazy 
fast”. When the last but one 
fence fell, her round was beat- 
able but her opponents failed. 


Henry Turrell, who had 
jumped an excellent first round 
on Belinda, was eliminated for 
three refusals at the second 
jump-off fence. That left Billy 
Paul, who had 21 faults on 
Darwin, as runner -up to the 
stylish Louise. 

The overseas challenge here 
had not looked too f or mi d ab le but 
yesterday afternoon's two senior 
contests nevertheless eluded the 
British riders. The Welcome 
Stakes (the first international 
contest of the meeting) went to 
Ludo PfriEppaerts, ode of the Bel- 


gian contingent who filled five of 
the top nine places. 

Some riders ambled round cm 
a schooling exercise - but not 
the Belgians, whose Francois 
Ma thy was the long-time leader 
on Ivoor. Nick Skelton, jump- 
ing five from the end on Sub- 
lime, seemed to have thwarted 
the visitors when he took the 
lead by 1.6sec. But Phflippaerts, 
riding at The Horse of the 
Year Show for the first time, 
promptly put the Belgians in 
front again with the speedy 
mare Trudo Jaxmique. 


David McPherson of South 
Africa then took the SGC Na- 
tional Grade B Championship 
on a Belgian-bred horse, 
Lapino. The seven-year-old was 
sent to McPherson’s Kent yard, 
where he has been based for 
more than 10 years, by his then 
joint owners - Duncan Inglis 
and Peter Charles. 

The horse was “a bit of a ban- 
dit" when, he arrived in Kent 
early this year, but McPherson 
was happy to boy him about a 
month later and he is now de- 
lighted with his purchase. 


Umpires may strike over Alomar’s spitting suspension 


Baseball 


Roberto Alomar, the Balti- 
more Orioles' second baseman, 
will serve his five -game sus- 
pension for spitting on an um- 
pire next season after 
withdrawing his appeal against 
the ban. However, this leaves 
the umpires to decide whether 


(o boycott further matches in 
the divisional play-offs of the 
American and National Leagues 
v believ 


inning a 
\ to take 


m protest of what they believe 
is a loo lenient penalty. 

Meanwhile in the second 
match of the .American League- 
play-offs against the Cleveland 
Indians in Baltimore, Brady An- 
derson hit a home run in his sec- 
ond straight game to spark a 


Orioles won 7-4 to taKe a sur- 
prising 2-0 lead in the best-of-five 
series, which now moves to 
Cleveland today. “This is the 
most excited I have been in 
years, ” Cal Ripken, who scored 
the winning run, said. M We can 
win this but it lakes three wins 
and the last game is always the 
toughest.” 


Derek Jeter scampered home 
on a 12 th- inning throwing error 
by Dean Palmer, the Thxas 
Rangers third baseman, as the 
New York Yankees rallied for a 
5-4 victory over the Rangers to 
level the series at a game apiece 
in the other play-off played. 

In the opening match of the 
Atlanta Braves' National 
League play-off, Javy Lopez hit 


a home run in the 10 th inning 
and John Smoltz restricted the 
Dodgers to a single run as the 
World Series champions over- 
came Los Angeles 2-1. 

Lops opened the 10th by bit- 
ing a pitch from Antonio Osuna 
into the right-centre field. “He 
bung it a bit and I just tried to 
drive it," Lopez said of ihe home 
run. “I wasn’t sure it was out." 


Grand 
Slam pay 
cut for 




Tennis 


Once the guardians of equal pay 
in tennis, the organisers of the 
Australian Open announced 
yesterday that next year's 
women’s singles champion 
would have to accept a pay cut 

The men's singles champion 
at the first Grand Slam tour- 
nament of the year will receive 
£305X100, an increase of £12,000 
over the prize-money handed to 
Boris Becker for his victory 
this year. The women's cham- 
pion next January will get 
£282000 -£10^00 less than was 
earned by Monica Seles this 
year. 

The organisers' decision 
ahead of the 1996 tournament 
to pay men more than women 
after six years of equality pro- 
voked threats of a boycott by 
leading women players. The 
Olympic champion, Lindsay 
Davenport, described the move 
as a “huge step backwards". 

But the tournament director, 
Paul McNamee, said yester- 
day: “For a number of reasons, 
including economic, we do not 
pay equal prize-money at this 
point in our history." 

As a percentage of men's 
prize-money, the women's pot 
has been marginally increased. 
Total prize-money will be about 
five per cent higher at £5ro. 

Richard Krajicek and Steffi 
Graf, the current Wimbledon 
singles champions, both had vic- 
tories yesterday. The Dutchman 
Krajicek beat Australia's Patrick 
Rafter 6-4, 6-2 in the Signapore 
Open and advanced to the 
quarter-finals. 

Graf lost the first set against 
Austria's Judith Wiesner before 
winning 1-6, 6-3, 6-2 in the 
quarter-finals of the Leipzig 
women's tournament 

Graf, 27, whose father is on 
trial for tax evasion, held a 30 
minute online news conference 
with up to 40 million Internet 


oserepatentialiy able to quiz 
. Tne event was transmitted 


her. 


in pictures and sound direct 
from one of the balls in the 
Leipzig trade fair complex. 

Mark Miles, the ATP Tour 
chief executive, has warned play- 
ers they could face immediate 
default for abusive on-court be- 
haviour in future. In an open let- 


ter to the players Miles praises 
their si 


them for their support of com- 
munity projects, but reminds 
them to watch their conduct 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Baseball 

AMEfHCAN LEAGUE DMeknai pte0- 
one: BXtmote 7 Cleveland a IBs (Oman? teat) 
S cv-ar-h-e .2-0!: New Vorti 5 Teas a 

ill rtnihssi 'BeR-of-Aue series t>*J l-ll. 
NATIONAL LEAGUE DtvWoml series play- 
offs Wants 2 Los Angus lilOmrfnffJ (At- 
'■n‘j eea-af-Ow (sites L-O). 


Basketball 

The Budwetser League’s all-time lead- 
ing scorer. Russ Saunders, has signed 
tor Chester Jets after abandoning, hts 
spell m the Belgian league one month 

n'ner.Sciubs. Saunders rnaJes Iw de- 
but against his former league dub. 
Newcastle Comets, on Sunday. Engand 
international Kurt Samuels has also re- 
turned after signing tor an Italian dub 
in the summer and is training with Der- 
by Stoim. 

BUDWBSER LEAGUE Oystt) Palace 79 
Thames VOTcy Tigst* 76. 


2 SOTOme in Shelton, GBi clear. 50.69: 3 
Hksji IF LVflhev. Ben dear 5IL29. SAC Scat- 
raiding National Grade B C hamp fcw u Mp: 

1 Latmo ID AfaFflereon. USA) clear. 3S.4& 

2 Gen IN Couoe. G8j 4 tails. 33.83: 3 Snug- 
gle (T Davies. GBI 8 (bulls. 34.13. National 
under-21 CbamptoaeNp: 1 CowDoy Magic 
Deep Heat tL Wnuten 4 faults 33-23s*cs, 
2 Oanwt iB Pauf/ 21 faults. *13.46: 3 Belin- 
da <H tuned cumulated In ornip-otr. Brtttab 
t«Sae* C hmplOMMp ; 1 Gutw (t\ BrtMni 
dear 30.B7secs. 3 Red Ramweo (E Murpty) 
dear 3tL55. 3 Ltssurc Queen tA Newshstni 
8 faults 31.T6. 


Cricket 

Australian tost bowler Craig McDermott 
wta mss me first three Tests against the 
West indies in November and Decem- 
ber because of a knee injury. McDer- 
mt« says he will have atfgsy nan week 
to repair rendem damage, which will rule 
hm out tor e^it to 12 weete and threat- 
ens his place in the Australia side tor 
me enbre five-Test home senes. 

KENYAN CENTENARY FOUR-NATION ONE- 
DAY TOURNAMENT (NoMftfc South Arm 
305 far B 150 cwre 1 lG 66, J Rhodes 
54. H Cron [6 &3noi: henva 1Q3 125.1 
overs}. SOrfh Africa won by 202 n ma. 


Cycling 

TOUR Of PUGUATNfd stafiB lUifflun Gah 


nf»R lo CtatenWno) Loafing place*: X F 

- - - 3&3Smrt 2 F Em* (lt<; 


Casjgron*? uu 5nr; 

3 J MusoftM 1 Bek 4 N Pulin' (SmU; 5 S Co- 
tes* me 6 J Odncwte tspt: 7 O Command 
:Swrt>; 8 R V«nque (Frj afl some ume: 9 C 
crupsuxiin tJac 10 MOcrau Mm. Ow 
an Standinec l K tjuxh ini lBhr 2L30mn; 
2 j Mu&ev* (Belt: 3 F Gatapaniie tlil. 4 i 
Oermtan i5pt: S S Cd.iee (W; POCamcnond 
iSwiTi, 7 R Vrenaue iFn: 8 N Punm ISmU al 
ww time; B M Oonxi icj +dtsc; 10 UCm 
Jfafcaa 1 fa M. 


Equestrianism 
HORSE OF THE YEAR £M(M (WontfSay Are- 
na): Warapiay Welcome Storing: ITruto fatv 
najun il Pnkppoons. Ben dear. 49 93sec3: 


Football 

Norwich wirger Darren Eadie has puled 
out of the England Under-21 squad tor 
next Tuesday’s encounter with Ftotand 
at Moline la with a hip injury sustained 
playing for hts duo. 7 here ere no Im- 
mediaite plans to cad up a replacement. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION tMpw 

Cup; Arsons! 0 Luton 1. 

WJORL&GUE SOCCER PlAY-OffS Eact- 
em ConfaMca semUlnolK Wasftngfan pc 
Uld 2 New ¥0*1*3111 Jersey MetroSurc 1 
ArasWgton mtn sews 2-1;; Tampa Bay Mutfnv 
4 Cofarnbus Crew 1 ( Tampa Bay mn scries 
2 U. Wo itera Con f eren ce ranMIoafe: 
Mnsos Cay Wd 2 Donas Bum a rhansas Ofy 
udn enow -our 3-2 and sews 3-ir Los An- 
p?tes Gotay 2 5an Jose Clan 0 dm ARg*. 
tes iwn senes 2-li. 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE Post- 
ported matches Sat 5 Oet Wort uia v 
S«tan ipuynig 7u09W 19 Sim 

60cl chdia) Paoce v Sftefllau tm 
BELL’S SCOTTISH LEAGUE Postponed 
match; Sat S Oct Amfae * St Mcren. 
WEDNESDAYS LAIC RESULTS: Nationwide 
league fits* OMstoic Raffwti 2 Samdoit 

1. OPR 1 ftirt Vae 7r. Wotartumplon 1 Bolturt 

2. Second DMHoa: MUhrall 3 SWChOen 4. 
CM VAwtaa Coam»m« Motecambe ? 
Noth** 0 . sootMt iMgH vnmm 

S*wd4liBd: Stranraer 3 GronnoeK Morton 0. 
League of WtfesJ Aiwysiwvtn 2 Camurthen 
0: Bmon Feny OTon Bcrao 2: Cmnah’s Quay 
0 Hotywos 0; '2on«y 0 Cemues Bay 0; EMjw 
V*e 1 Rim 1 : (ntercame-Ter Cautrr 1 Cmm- 

tOTiTMwnLWasftpooiOCaefsos4 FA Cup 
Second quaUtytag rand replays: &*- 
nth*n vWffl 2 iflch ftt* 3; Corby 0 8Je- 
ncay 0: Bddock 1 SmienafiB Boro^i 2; 
Burrow Boraurti 0 Degonham * RedbndgeZ- 
IMBond LoaeiePronVer OMmok Acomnfan 
O ownoy 3: Bs«4l AWMsnd 1 Gi^ 
ley O. Knowmey Uld 0 WinsTixu utd 3. Chat- 
krirge Cap flrst itlorwf: Srasoro Parti Avenue 
O Ashton utd O: Droytsden 1 Wanmaon 2. 
North West Counties lawn FM OMdom 
Kmyjme 3 Si Hdcns 3. Northern cowfe* 
EM Ihpm PmMdenCo Cup Bn* round: 
Tadcs&tor Albion 2 Hal Rood Rjntpr; 4. Uni- 


second rouret WntefwrW 1 withdean 4. 
ScnewrtK Direct t.ssgte Pretnfar OMskac 
BactivwV 3 Carte 1: Bns«niaon 2 Bndg«iier 
1: Cnani 2 Bndport 0. Poatfnc Luugou Pre- 
aUor p t i Ut a rr BnnUign a m 0 Oldham 1; t^eds 
1 Ttanmero 3: Natnnehan Fmest 0 Baddun 
Rouen 2. Ffcst Division-. Bfadipoot 2 Sun- 
aertand J; Coventry 2 SheffuM UM Q; West 
Bromwch 0 Preston 2. Second DMstan: 
Barnsley 1 ttotheffiaro 1: Curtate 0 Yort> 4; 
Mansfield 1 Hud Cnv 4; Shrewsbury 1 Bum- 
ley 1. Third DMstofc DcsTcasTer 0 Scafaar- 
ouEh 3: Scunthome 1 Dadingion 4. Amo 
Insurance Combination Rrst DtWskm: 
Btsw Oty 2 Cawm ray 2: Cbford Utd 0 Bats- 


moutti 2. League CagK BnsW Roots 1 
Swansea 2: Oystai Palace 3 * 


Crestal 

Southampton 0 Wimbledon 1. 
lxague Second round; Bctuwo Attndie<t- 
gaifiacftlBaiemkAjnchSLlaianOaiSeo- 
ond round second leg: Peru&a 1 Nocenru 
2 tag; l-2i:$moaana 0 Genoa 2 (age 2- 

4i French Loaffiu: Ainami 7 Monaco O r> i 
naO Nantes ftBondeaalSbEBbourE 2; MeU 
0 Cannes O; Maras le 2 Gurtgpnv 1; Lite 1 
Caen 0: Lyon 1 Pots St-Cenron 1; Rennes 


2 ManuwMr Ch Not 1 Nancy 0. SpanWi 
1 La Corufta 1 Rayo VaHe- 


Leape Deporwo I 
cans l; Extremadura 1 Racing Santander 2; 
Spotting Gfw 1 Oompo ste te 1; Vabdotd 1 
aragm n Sarceiana 1 Tenentii 1: CWta Vigp 
3 Ofledo 1; AMenc BSao 1 Real Sooedad 
3; Bercufas 0 Real Bats 1; Valencia 0 
Lo 0 onn L 


Romero (Argj: P hMchett H Thu iGert; P 
Haugaud INort; R Chapman. 72 F fand^en 
(Swe); M McNulty (Zmj: □ Borrego iSpi; S 
Luna rSp>; P Hedblom S Banocrtey: 6 

Off. 73 P FUke (Sweu ROayaon; U EcHhartk 
tCert: B Mny fUSi; L Westwod; R Rattety; 
A Hunts: J Spenoa. 74 M Gionbeig ISwl; 
S sourer (Gen: J Sandefac R Daws (Aik); A 
Bxasand (SMeh M-A Main (Sbi; t Jahrr (Qit. 
75 D Robertson; D Hospital ISpi; C Mason; 
0 Kartsson (Swe). 78 P Molonev (Anal. 77 
M Mocfcenoe; P Pfatz (GOT. 78 5 Trem. 75 
M Amort (GOT: R wescote (SAJ. 82 R 
Bwtwra 1 GOT. Rot: I Garodo (Sp). 

IAS VEGAS BfWTAlKMM, louiftttflnlfwutf 
scuroa (US nteau atatad): 62 K fttgis. 83 
P Stewart: F FunH. 64 M SiAvan; W Lew; R 
Black; R Ffeftr. 65 D Brd (SAJ. 66 D Pnoe: G 
Day;FCDU|)les:JFu]ilc;BHannk^te;MD9u- 
son; W flofflm; 0 Lew V&nrti (Fpl: 0 Broane; 
M Henen: P GuiW: W Vtaot B OecM: L iamx 
B8 C Ptaty (Awl. TO S RrtoU Mai. n D Wat- 
son (Zorn. 73 G wans tm: F «uem tSA): s 
Appteby lAust. 

TAKARA WORLD MlffTATtONAL (Sartbn, 
Jupuri LM(BnCflrub>MiMI naros (tepan m- 
tea* stutod): 63 F Omao. 70 ATatenua: N 
Neroj L Danes tffll: hShbsta. 71 1 Shoteh; 
A Otairnoto: j Sewi (Aua); YSado; KOtir KAzu- 
ma. 


Squash 

Jansher Khen, the world champion, has 
agreed to return 10 the Super Leggue 
less than 20 months after bring accused 
o( not hying in a League match. Jan- 
sher, who wffl ptey for.SuWon in the 
1996-97 campaign, missed the whole 
of last season while a (ftsdpUnary 
charge against him was settled. 


SPARKASSEN CUP WOMENS WTQtNA- 

nimeRwmM^6mMM$i4 

6tes* Mcoud rand: A Saneha Vkano (Sw 
K M Oremens (NeW 6-2 &J. QaiMds 
5 Grol (Ger) tx i Wteanor (Aut) 1-6 6-3 6-2- 
LXA AUTUMN SATELLITE (Nottingham) 
Men** rintfas, Mcond round: C WStenson 
KS) MTSpffte IG8) 6-1 *4; MWJOTl (G8) 
IX 0 RAW* (Q R sp) 5-7 6-4 6-4; fl Rtftartl- 
SOT tGB) M F Stauder (GOT 6-1 5-4: F Roval 
t&rem B Cowan (GB) 64 4-6 6-4; N Wed 
(GB) Ot N GouM (GBI 6-1 &4; A Parmar (605 
bl A Qarolw (As) OB B-l B-4; R Koefag ISA) 
Ot D Draper (GB) 6-3 >16 6-1; J Rx (GB) tA 

P Robinson (GB) 6-3 7 -5. JMoaaan^ulugM, 
quarter-floats: L Woodroffe (GB) M K 


Golf 

Europe's American Express women’s tax 
wilt break new ground nert year when 
they stage their first event m Poland. 
Tie 72 -hole tnumamerx will twe a mm- 
orium £ 100,000 pree-monev and wd 
be ptojedaf the Amber BaJOc Gotf Club 
in May. 

UNDE CEMMN MASTOtS (Berta) Laad- 
lngtlnL<ro u nd3 C Bn»168orlriiKd<w>liMt- 

•ChSSPfJcGtrtcy: M Faiy (Ffc M AtouterW. 
P Baker, J Cowes lArgl. 67 MCam»el[NZ); 
P EateS 0 A Rus3eJ: T Go^te (Ger). 68 R 
l^ariOTe:P0T*la^(A^ PHamnrar; M- 
A intones (Sp); P WStton; J lownasru (US); 
E Canortca iR); ACOfatrt; M Jonzon (Sue); E 
Bs (SA); G Tumor iNZl. W M Dane; J Haeg- 
0nan (Sue); G Brand Ar, i woosnam: t u> 
ma® c Ceuaer iffl; s Tmng (Dam; M Gdex 
N Fastft rSaor; A Snemome: M lames: D 
Wftans: DCater. 7fl M Roe; P lewris R B«- 
di; j Payne; S BaltesmK (Sp); DCteitas; S 
Cjec C Rucca ffll; C Momgwwne; A Boson 
l&wU; T JoWstone t2mj; M Civon (Ausi; 


Hockey 

WORLD CUP QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT 
(CatftarfjnfthDayPodA; Kaokstan 
4. Wales 2 Chdia 3 StsndtalK 1 Eg 
Pn6j; 2 Canada i3-5H 3 Mare 2BaonaG-5t 4 
SMCsrtam UU): BChina (3-4K OWaln i4-J|; 
7 Kazakstan 13-1). Pom B: Scottano 0 Pofana 
2r. U5 2 Ireland 4. StaodnOB 1 Palm) IF4, 
PslOh 2 fecund I3-B); 3 itaiv 0-4]; 4 Kenya 
(3-31; 5 Bangadesh Q-3r, 6 US {3-D: 7 Scot- 
land (3-ll. 


MatMwsM (VUg) 6-7 6-3 6-2; J lutrnra (Rib) 
B)*2&-3: “ 


K LAM tm 6-2 &0: S Ftaar (Sue) bt E Bond 
(GB) T-5 7-ft H Van AoMeren (Netm a j PiDn 


(GB) 8-3 


MEKO©l OPEN EShMm] MeiYe ert^M, 
wS.5L-4 tmsdftd fvm± i Anno Crtig tx G ffaoux (W 
aini4-4i: 6-4 6-7 1-6; JStek (US) WSSchaflwi (Noth) 


6- 4 6-7 7-6; J Statk (US) tx 5 

7- 0 7-8(Tjomft9HnCS«e)biB 

7- 6 ; M Snw (Ger) U M Wbodfaide lAus) 6-2 

8- 3: M Oar* (Us M N Perere (Ven) 6-3 6-t 
R Krapcek iNeth) tit P Rate (Auu) 6-4 6-2. 


P Cotv, p Pwa; M tanner (Smu 0 Rcyam 
nod. nr - -■ _ 


71 D Cooper RGooson (SAJ; SRC witi- 
son; S weosiort S Graupasom iB): T lemran 
(US); B LanfiSr iGmk p EkoeOTuistJ Von de 
ttakte {Ftr.T&cm (Den); M Wsfcftr N Bug- 
es; R Rusell; P-U Johansson (Swoj; E 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Footbalf 

7.30 urtsas stated 

EUROPEAN DMH621 GHAMPIQN3MP 
6R0UP SEVEN 


AMnsTani»GUnylM(7.4S): DngiMfl ust 
v OTtenek (7.45). 


wa 


rdtrAntenPark Canffi 
nunomwoe football (cigue 

FIRST DIVISWN 

TranuiOre * Portsmouth (7.46) _ 
SECOND DNKBON 


Basketball 

BtBWBSBt IOAGUE: ShefikM Shaita v Hemal 
fiwatiad RopM (TOO). 


Speedway 


US LEAGUE PTMter UMr Qdcrt Oft w St 
Afeans C4y (7.45i. 

UABUE OF WAUS; Ranmiad^; v Bangr Cay 

HARP NATIONAL LEABUE OF KE1AND Planter 
Wtec Curw ir Snarrooi Axk MJBk She)- 
OOuno • Finn Harps (7.45); St Ranch's AthfeBc 
» Coil. Or (T05i. SfctoJd aonHImbi lint h«: 


7JD irtess sated 
PRBMBI LEAGUE Qdtxd y Bade tA* Pcttr- 
pora^h vPooa. 

C0HF5RBKE U9UUE nnmOUAL T0URNA- 
MNT (8 j 0 ) ot Arm Bxad. 


Other sports 


EquEsnuNHH: Horae ot me vtar Show 
Wanned. 

OOLR Moor Oiji Sereore Oaue (me WmcR- 
«ftw. Leek WWonj. 

TENNIS: 1XA Smote (TWtmpam}. 



THIS SATURDAY 
AND 


SUNDAY 


Unbeatable coverage 
of Saturday's 
Cambridgeshire plus 
special Sunday 
Arc De Triomphe 
edition 


The Sporting Life 
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The Premiership is the place to be, but I'm happy wilt) life where i arrt 
Basement tapes: Kerry Dixon on life at the bottom 


MEl Dettori maintains the whip hand as Bahamian Bounty brings in booty 


move on 

deal with 


clubs 


Rugby Union 


DAVID LLEWELUflM 

Twickenham last night made its 
first positive move to tiy to sort 
out the long-running dispute 
with the English Professional 
Rugby Union Clubs. A state- 
ment from the Rugby Football 
Union announced that they 
had contacted Epiuc with a view 
to begin negotiations to pul 
England's rugby house in order. 

The move comes almost ex- 
actly a week before the 11 Oc- 
tober deadline, the day when 
Epruc and its member clubs 
have threatened to break away 
from the Union. Sources with- 
in the RFU were last night 
sounding notes of cautious op- 
timism about this latest devel- 
opment and Donald Kerr, the 
chairman of Epruc, said: “I am 
grateful to have contact made 
with us. It is nearly three weeks 
since we last had formal contact 
with the RFU committee mem- 
bers. We have always been 
amenable to talks. We approach 
them in an open, positive, con- 
structive frame of mind." 

The RFU is to propose two 
specific items for considera- 
tion: a financial agreement for 
the next two years and beyond: 
and a clear partnership for the 
organisation of the dubs’ league 
and cup competitions, domes- 
tically and in Europe, in terms 
of financial fixtures and future 
competitions Twickenham also 
announced it is to reorganise the 
RFU 1 s way of working in order 
to facilitate the professional 
game. 

This last move is as a result 
of a working party set up specif- 
ically to examine the infra- 
structure of the RFU and it is 
expected to streamline the cum- 
bersome committee system, 
which is locked into the old am- 
ateur ways and can clog up too 
easily and slow down develop- 
ment of what is now a rapidly 
changing game. 

The statement continued: 
“The RFU is determined to 
avoid a breakaway and will 
help to ensure a viable future 
for professional club rugby, 
while at the same time not dis- 
advantaging the rest of the 
game. The RFU wants clubs to 
commit [themselves] to releas- 
ing their players for represen- 
tative duties to an agreed 
schedule.” 

That would mean the clubs 
allowing players to lake pan in 


Divisional matches, something 
which may prove to be a stick- 
ing point, but Epruc still sound- 
ed reasonably positive with 
Kerr explaining: “There will 
bo no preconditions. Our posi- 
tion is that we have asked dubs 
to_ obtain the necessary per- 
mission, under their constitu- 
tions, to leave the Union some 
lime after 11 October - either 
amicably, or instantly if the 
RFU adopt a hostile stance.” 

Twickenham certainly seems 
prepared to go along with 
Epruc's desire to take more re- 
sponsibility for the running of 
club competitions and affairs in 
general, but matters of disci- 
pline could prove another prob- 
lem area. 

One case has already 
cropped up involving the Bris- 
tol lock Phil Adams, who was 
fined the equivalent of six 
match fees by his dub follow- 
ing a stamping incident aL 
Northampton Iasi month. But 
it looks as if Twickenham is go- 
ing to investigate the matter fur- 
ther. the implication being that 
Bristol were not hard enough. 
An RFU spokesman said a dis- 
ciplinary hearing would be fixed 
within the next couple of weeks. 

Ireland's top 14 clubs have 
taken England's lead and 
formed a body to represent 
their interests. The Irish First 
Division Clubs’ Assodation has 
met with the approval of the 
Irish RFU. But all is not well 
across St George's Channel. 
Some English dubs have an- 
gered officials of Leinster and 
Ulster by refusing to release 
their Irish players to represent 
their provinces in the European 
Cup which starts next week. 
Northampton and Sale have 
three players between them 
and London Irish are consid- 
ering following suit with their 
trio. The Ulster coach, Tony 
Russ, said: “Epruc have or- 
dered the English clubs not to 
release their players and 1 am 
at the sharp end of if 

The European Cup tourna- 
ment director. Roger Pickering, 
confirmed that there has been 
a bid to televise the competition 
but he would not identify the 
company, nor the amount, ru- 
moured to be £I40m from 
BSkyB. 

Jack Rowell has added props 
Will Green fWksps) and Matt 
Volland (Northampton) to the 
45-man squad for next Wednes- 
day’s training session at Bisham 
Abbey. 



Frankie Dettori continues his spectacular run of success with a narrow victory aboard Bahamian Bounty (right) in the big race at Newmarket ye^r^y^e^^dlo Park 
Stakes, and wOl now attempt to maintain the sequence on Classic Cliche in Sunday's Prix de lArc de Tnomphe R * rmtf mga 25 - DhotoirraDh - David Ashdown 


Blackburn go 
into denial 
over Flowers 

Football 


The noises coining out of Black- 
burn Rovers had a famili ar ring 
yesterday as they denied that 
their goalkeeper, Tim Flow- 
ers, was about to move to New- 
castle United for £4m. 

“There is simply no truth in 
this stoiy whatsoever,” Robert 
Coar. the Rovers chairman, 
said, eerily echoing the rebut- 
tals that accompanied rumours 
of Alan Shearer s transfer. 

Better news for Rovers and 
Scotland was that the centre- 
half Colin Hendry intends to be 
playing again by early next 
month, after having had minor 
surgery on a groin strain. 

Manchester City's hopes of 
attracting some of Dave Whe- 
lan's £150m were robustly de- 
flated by the millionaire Wigan 
Athletic chairman. “I wish City 
well, but I’m Wigan through and 
through," he said. “I wilfnevcr 
be involved with another club 
and I promise to give £5ra to 
charity if I ev er break ray word.” 

David Holdsworth, the 27- 
year-old Watford defender, is to 
join Sheffield United for 
£300,000 with a further 
£200.000 dependant on ap- 
pearances. 


Who would be a football manager? 
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Dissertations about uni- 
versal subject of Greek 


myths (7) 
5 The ei 


ACROSS 

I Part of the .Army not un- 
der Governmental con- 
trol? (7. 6) 

10 Is Queen returning, hav- 
ing appointed the remain- 
der? (7) 

II Letter rewritten in spite 
left half-finished (7) 

12 Party organiser supplying 
dessert? (4) 

13 and 14 Do stretch in 
opening of tennis-match 
(5,4) “ 

17 Painter has a way in (7) 

IS A small tear on that 
woman's slip (7) 

19 Ancient Scot clutching 
over half of queer suite 
(T) 


22 Book studied to get half 
this range of knowledge 
(7) 

24 and 25 All-round protec- 
tion required ? Call crimi- 
nal (4-5) 

26 Quiet argument? It's far 
from stern! (4) 

29 Insulting a vehicle I have 

30 f?i working and on the 
fiddle! (7) 

31 Unlikely air transport? It 
reappears flying round 
North Carolina (7, 6) 

DOWN 

2 Taking it easy about police 
operation 0 

3 and 15 Reference book 
unexpectedly made Euro- 
pean currency into virtual 
money, initially (4-5) 


1 has volume put 
into the French book 
store (7) 

6 Quick punch caught pan 
of face (4) 

7 Chorister without hesita- 
tion quavering - but not 
like this bird! (7) 

8 Old coin of the emperor 
found in March? (5, 8) 

9 There's some row about 
astronomical phenomena 
(6,7) 

15 See 3 down 

16 and 28 Nocturnal illumi- 
nation dealt with the re- 
turn of vermin (5, 4) 

20 Foremost of critics make 
certain disapproving nois- 
es? (7) 

21 Yonder -it’s a girl ( 7 ) 

22 Rustic American car los- 
ing rear end going round 


23 Little creatures seen in 
frozen school bedroom? 

O) 

27 A soft touch is snared by 
heartless knaves (4) 

28 See 16 down 


Since the end of last season, 
nine managers of English 
league clubs have lost their 
jobs. Some were sacked, some, 
euphemistically perhaps, have 
resigned. Presumably the in- 
tended outcome of those 
changes was somehow to pro- 
duce a more successful club. 

The first team's ability to win 
football matches must come 
somewhere on that list which 
constitutes success at a football 
dub. Okay, there are exceptions. 
Bruce Rioch's lot finished fifth 
last season, qualified for Europe 
and so far as I know remained 
undefeated in major competi- 
tions this season up to the day 
he left. 

Dave Merrington’s last sea- 
son at Southampton saw them 
once again avoid the dreaded 
drop into so-called First Divi- 
sion anonymity (and, dare I 
mention it, potential poverty). 
All this by the way, in a season 
when Matt Le Tissier actually 
failed to produce his usual one- 
man rescue mission. 

So where are they now? The 
dubs. 1 mean, not the managers. 
Doncaster Rovers remain bot- 
tom of the third, Mansfield in 
the bottom third- Queen's Park 
Rangers have moved, but down. 
Manchester City, like the grand 
old Duke of York, remain half 
way. neither up nor down. 

In the Premiership Arsine 
Wenger has the task of im- 
proving a team that has done 
very nicely, thank you, without 
his’ particular blend of Gallic 



On Monday Alan Smith of Wycombe became 
the ninth manager to lose his job this 
season. Here Howard Wilkinson, himself 
one of the casualties, explains the pressures 
and pitfalls of life in the limelight 


charm and Oriental inscru- 
tability. Southampton have just 
won their first game in the Pre- 
miership under one Graeme, 
and Leeds have yet to notch 
their first point in the Pre- 
miership under another Gra- 
ham. 

It would seem the improve- 
ments sought for on the winning 
front have not yet materialised. 
But then, is it winning we’re 
looking for here? 

I was at Meadow Lane last 
Saturday watching Notts Coun- 
ty and Wrexham grind out a 0-0 
thriller. Last season Notts Coun- 
ty did not have great difficulty 
scoring, they finished a creditable 
fourth, only to lose disappoint- 
ingly to Bradford in die Wemb- 
ley play-offs. 

However, the Magpies faith- 
ful were not happy. Their song 
was definitely more a case of 
“One for Sorrow”, and only 
very occasionally “Two for 
Joy”. It seems they were not 
happy with the type of football 
being played - “pass the ball, 
get it on the floor”, being 
more the order of the day. So 
Colin Murphy, County’s gen- 
eral manager, decided to give 
them what they wanted. On 


Saturday his team passed, as 
they have done all season, and 
they never looked like scoring, 
as they haven't done oil season. 

Were the natives happy 
though? No, they were not. 
They were very definitely rest- 
less. Could it be that winning 
football matches is then vague- 
ly attractive to supporters. I'm 
forced to ask. 

I read recently that it's sup- 
porters and the media that sack 
managers. What a load of non- 
sense that ought to be. That de- 
cision ought to be tbe sole 
responsibility of directors. Sup- 
porters and the media have a 
right to express their opinion, 
but to allow them the power - 
or even let them believe they 
have the power - to perform the 
ultimate act is a very slippery 
slope on which to plant your di- 
rectorial rear. 

Having said that, there are sit- 
uations where a crowd's re- 
sponse to the management 
affects the team's performance 
to the point where it becomes 
impossible for a manager to 
manage. But the directors must 
still exercise their collective re- 
sponsibility, and it’s one they ab- 
dicate at their peril. 


Of course, there are occa- 
sions where the manager be- 
comes the convenient carrier of 
the proverbial can. In such cir- 
cumstances his dismissal might 
be cynically viewed as a short- 
term act of appeasement, de- 
signed merely to deflect criti- 
cism. 

Direct face-to-face hostili- 
ty is part and parcel of the 
manager's lot. Time numbs 
the nerve endings, but even 
those with skin the thickness 
of an old bull elephant have 
their sensitivity pierced at 
times. A few wisecracks, 
strategically lobbed across the 
locker room at the golf club 
on a Sunday morning, added 
to prolonged direct con- 
frontations, have been known 
to precipitate an emergency 
board meeting on many a 
Monday morning. 

The media also has respon- 


sibilities, and presenting a bal- 
anced point of view is chief 
amongst these. The current 
fashion for phone-ins is de- 
pressing, a little like reading the 
death column in your focal 
newspaper. 

They arc so negative. Cusf : 
tomer protection is a prinripltV* 
for which we are justifiably 
proud in this country and the 
BBC stands in the vanguard on 
such matters, but does football, 
or the BBC for that matter, re- 
ally need an ex-Cabinct minis- 
ter starting his radio programme 
by effectively asking, “Right, 
who's for the chop this week ?” 

The fans have their chance 
before, during and after every 
game in the stadium. Shouldn't 
issues like ticket allocation, 
travel arrangements, prices, po- 
lice protection or non-protec- 
tion. as the case may be, 
dominate? 

However, “nil desperan- 
dum”. With only two months 
of their season gone, the 
Brazilians, by sheer coinci- 
dence. have also sacked nine 
of their coaches. Even in the 
land of the beautiful game, it 
would seem, it's more beauti- 
ful to win. 


Cantona treats French 
TV to full repertoire 


IAN PHILLIPS 


reports from Paris 


lay I 
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soberly in black for his appear- 
ance on France's prime time 
talk show Nolle RirtAiUeuni on 
Wednesday evening but, in true 
Cantona fashion, ins comments 
were anything but muted. 

He launched into an ani- 
mated criticism of French foot- 
ball and its officials, cheekily 
agreed that he was the greatest 
Frenchman in England and an- 
nounced that he intends not 
only to finish his playing days on 
our shores but also to stay on 
after retire menL 

He may have been invited to 
talk about a new Parisian stage 
version of Who’s Afraid of Vir- 
ginia Woolf? which he is co-pro- 
ducing, but the conversation 
very quickty turned to football 
and life in England. He started 
by admitting that when he ar- 
rived from France it was diffi- 
cult to make his niche in the 
English game. “There wasn’t 
really a place for foreigners,” he 
said. “Now, if s a lot easier.” 

But, now that he feels at 
home, he's certainly not planning 
to leave. He asserted that he has 
no plans to come back to play in 
France and when asked what he 
planned to do after retirement 
said that, in spite of his reticence 
about good old English cooking; 
“Fd like to live in England. I've 
got used to it now." 

As ro what he may do after 
he hangs up his boots, he hint- 
ed that be would not rule out 


becoming a manager, but only 
“if I can bring something new 
to the game... I don’t want to 
become one just to be like 
everybody else. I want to be a 
‘creator'. If I think I have some- 
thing to create, ITJ continue in 
football.” 

Another possible career 
could be acting. He has al- 
ready notched up a certain 
amount of experience with his 
ads for Nike, Sharp. Bic and 



Cantona: Staying in England 


Eurostar, as well as his role in 
the French movie, Le Bonhcur 
tst dans le Pre , and said that he 
is now planning to take acting 
lessons. 

Only time will tell if heU have 
as much success as Johnny Weis- 
muller did after slipping out of 
the Olympic pool, but Cantona 
already scene convinced that hfc 
greatness is assured 

When asked what his reaction 
had been when the Speaker of 
the House of Commons, Betty 
Boothroyd, had proclaimed that 
“the greatest Frenchman in 


England is Eric Cantona”, he 
answered with a smirk on his 
face: “She's right”. 

He was, however, not smiling 
when asked what he'd like to say 
about French football. “It’s go- 
ing to ruin,” he lamented “The 
25 best players are playing 
abroad The people in charge 
have destroyed football." 

After announcing that Can- 
tona had just been voted best 
French footballer with 41 per 
cent in a survey carried out by 
a French magazine, presenter 
Philippe Gfldas asked the Man- 
chester United striker how 
many votes he thought the sec- 
ond player bad received “Three 
per cent?” Cantona ventured 
cheekily, before criticising the 
fact that two of the four most 
popular French players (Jean- 
Pierre Papin and himself) do not 
form part of the French national 
team, “I’m still available,” he in- 
sisted. “[The French football of- 
ficials] would be too happy if I 
said I was not available.” 

He complimented English 
fens on their singing of tbe 
French national anthem, “La 
Marseillaise," looked coy when 
admitting that his legs were in- 
sured and pooh-poohed the 
idea that extra-terrestrials exist. 
But he did not leave without 
taking a bit of flak. During the 
French equivalent of Spitting 
Image, Les Guiffuds de Unfo, 
lus puppet was featured paint- 
ing flowers. “What are you 
painting?" said a voiceover. 

“Everybody secs what they 
want to see,” replied the pup- 
pet pretentiously. 



“You’re not sure your 
health insurance will pay 


■ * ■ 









